
 

Skill Builder - Level One Analysis 
 
These quotes are taken from Chapter 1 of The Reluctant Fundamentalist. 
Complete the table, and colour code your analysis in the following way: ​
 

Authorial Choice      ​ Effect ​ ​ How the effect is created 
 

 
Text 

Level One Analysis 
Identify ​

What’s the name of choices that you’re 
going to analyse?  

Analyse  
Complete Level One analysis for the choice that you’ve identified. 
Don’t forget to include the choice, the effect and explain how the 

effect is created by the choice.  
Both were exhausted from the 
barbarous work of death, and their 
clothes and arms were soaked and 
their faces smeared with sweat and 
still living blood, but the priest 
recalled the surrender as an act of 
great dignity. (49) 

A.​  A.​  

There had never been a death more 
foretold. (50) 

A.​  A.​  

“Don’t be silly,” he told her. “Those 
two aren’t about to kill anybody, 
much less someone rich.” (55) 

A.​  A.​  

Nevertheless, before finishing 
breakfast he remembered what the 
orderly had just told him, put the 
two bits of news together, and 
discovered immediately that they fit 
like two pieces of a puzzle. (56) 

A.​  A.​  

“That’s not why,” said Clotilde 
Armenta. “It’s to spare those poor 
boys from the horrible duty that’s 
fallen on them.” (57) 

A.​  A.​  

He even began to develop a kind of 
fervor over the great man’s 
blennorrhagia that his brother wore 
like a war medal. (60) 

A.​  A.​  

“I knew what they were up to,” she 
told me, “and I didn’t only agree, I 
never would have married him if he 
hadn’t done what a man should do.” 
(63) 

A.​  A.​  

María Alejandrina Cervantes, about A.​  A.​  



whom we used to say that she 
would only go to sleep once and 
that would be to die, was the most 
elegant and the most tender woman 
I have ever known, and the most 
serviceable in bed, but she was 
also the most strict. She’d been 
born and reared here, and here she 
lived, in a house with open doors 
with several rooms for rent and an 
enormous courtyard for dancing 
with lantern gourds bought in the 
Chinese bazaars of Paramaribo. It 
was she who did away with my 
generation’s virginity. (65) 

At five-thirty she followed his orders 
to wake him, but she didn’t send 
Divina Flor and went up to the 
bedroom herself with the suit of 
pure linen, because she never 
missed a chance to keep her 
daughter away from the claws of 
the seigneur. (69) 

A.​  A.​  

 


