Heaven on Earth
Week 4.5: Christmas Eve

1. Welcome and Introduction

Warm greetings to attendees and online viewers.
Reflection on the joys and challenges of gift-giving.
Personal anecdote: The first Christmas as a newlywed and lessons learned about meaningful gifts.

2. Gifts: Initial Impressions vs. Long-term Impact

Not all gifts reveal their true value at first glance.
Contrasting experiences:
o Practical but misunderstood gifts (e.g., the mixer).
o Flashy gifts with fleeting impact.
Transition to the ultimate gift: the birth of Jesus.

3. The Humble Arrival of the Greatest Gift

The understated nature of Jesus’ birth:

o No grand reception, born in a manger.

o Shepherds as the only witnesses of the divine announcement.
Contrast between heaven’s celebration and earth’s indifference.
The profound significance of Jesus as Immanuel, God with us.

4. God’s Anticipation of the Gift

Prophetic preparation: Isaiah’s prophecy (Isaiah 9:6).
God’s intentional planning and joy in giving the gift of Jesus.
The angels’ declaration of glory and peace (Luke 2:13-14).

5. The Transformative Nature of the Gift

Four characteristics of Jesus (Isaiah 9:6):

Wonderful Counselor: Access to God’s wisdom.
Mighty God: God’s power in our lives.

Eternal Father: Assurance of eternal life.

Prince of Peace: True peace found in God’s presence.
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6. Personal Application: The Presence of Immanuel

Testimony of a chance encounter and a conversation about faith.
Acknowledging feelings of distance from God.
God’s unchanging desire to be with humanity despite our shortcomings.

7. The Basis of Our Relationship with God: Grace

The cost of the gift:
o Jesus taking on flesh, entering the world humbly, dying on the cross, and rising again.
God'’s pursuit of humanity and our invitation to surrender to His presence.

8. Challenge and Encouragement

Embrace the results of Immanuel: wisdom, strength, assurance, and peace.
A call to overcome barriers like sin, fear, and doubt, and open our hearts to God.
Reassurance: God meets us where we are, even if we feel distant.



9. Closing Prayer

e Gratitude for the gift of Jesus.
e |nvitation to embrace the presence of Immanuel and live in the reality of God with us.
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