
NODE: Policy and Municipal Code Search Guide 
 

Identifying the Right Policy, Code or Rules 
Places around the world have different policies, codes and rules for how informal green spaces, 
public spaces, or “vacant land,” is managed, zoned, and maintained. These could include 
general municipal or building codes specific to a city, sanitation and health regulations, or 
informal community rules among others. In many cases, similar codes may exist in various 
departments or agencies, while others may vary slightly based on enforcement mechanisms.  
​
So to get started, it’s important to first consider the variety of rules, ordinances and laws to 
search for: 
 

●​ Municipal Code, Law, or Ordinance: Ordinances or laws that are enacted and 
enforced by a village, town, city or county government. 

●​ Building Code: Ordinances or laws that aim to protect public health, safety and general 
welfare as they relate to the construction and occupancy of buildings and structures. 
This often includes rules regarding “Vacant Land”, or property that is not in use, is in 
temporary use, or lacks permanent improvement. 

●​ Sanitation Rule or Regulation: Ordinances, rules or laws that determine sanitation 
policies including trash disposal, recycling policies, illegal dumping, street cleaning, and 
maintenance of public space. 

●​ Health and Administrative Codes: Ordinances, rules or laws that regulate public health 
such as air quality standards, -- of controlled substances like tobacco or alcohol, food 
preparation, and maintenance of rodents, insects, and other pests. 

●​ Land Use and Zoning Rule: Land use and zoning laws involve the regulation of the use 
and development of real estate. The most common form of land-use regulation is zoning. 
Zoning regulations and restrictions are used by municipalities to control and direct the 
development of property within their borders. 

●​ Informal community rule: Many communities have their own rules for how spaces are 
managed and cared for, that often are not represented in official municipal laws or 
ordinances.  

 

How To Search 
 
1. Start by visiting your city, town or municipalities’ official website. In many cases they will 
outline the laws, rules and ordinances specific to that location.  
 



2. If that doesn’t produce the desired result, try a general Google search for an ordinance or rule 
in your area with some of the following keywords:  
 
[your city, region name], noxious weeds, code, property, vegetation, pest, rule 
 
Try also 
[your city, region name], Sanitation, land use, building code, green space,  
 
[your city, region name], land use zoning, public space, rule, law, weeds, invasive species 
 
 
3. Once you have Identified the Municipal Code or Law, search for the exact language. This 
may exist on a city or regional website, or as a PDF collection of local ordinances and laws. 
 
4. Now take a screenshot, and copy/paste the text into a Google Doc or text editing application 
for you to review and critique. 
 
 

Examples 
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