
Average Cost of Getting a Master’s Degree in Social Work 
 

The cost of obtaining a Master's degree in Social Work (MSW) can vary widely depending on 
several factors, including the institution, whether it is a public or private university, the 
geographic location, and whether the student is paying in-state or out-of-state tuition. Here are 
some general estimates: 

Public Universities (In-State Tuition) 

●​ Cost per year: $10,000 - $20,000 
●​ Total cost (2 years): $20,000 - $40,000 

Public Universities (Out-of-State Tuition) 

●​ Cost per year: $20,000 - $35,000 
●​ Total cost (2 years): $40,000 - $70,000 

Private Universities 

●​ Cost per year: $30,000 - $50,000 
●​ Total cost (2 years): $60,000 - $100,000 

Additional Costs 

●​ Books and Supplies: $1,000 - $2,000 per year 
●​ Fees (e.g., student services, lab fees): $1,000 - $2,000 per year 
●​ Living Expenses (rent, food, transportation): $15,000 - $25,000 per year 

Total Estimated Cost 

When considering all expenses (tuition, fees, and living costs), the total cost for an MSW can 
range from about $40,000 to over $150,000, depending on the school and circumstances. 

Financial Aid and Scholarships 

Many students receive financial aid, scholarships, or work part-time to offset the cost of their 
education. It's important to research and apply for any available financial assistance. 

Online Programs 

Online MSW programs might offer more flexibility and potentially lower costs, though this can 
vary. Some online programs may have lower tuition rates, while others may have similar costs to 
their on-campus counterparts. 



To get the most accurate estimate, it's best to research specific programs and contact the 
financial aid offices of the schools you are interested in. 
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To calculate the average total cost for a Master's degree in Social Work (MSW), we'll take the 
midpoints of the provided ranges for both tuition and additional costs and then average those. 

Public Universities (In-State Tuition) 

●​ Cost per year: Midpoint of $10,000 - $20,000 = $15,000 
●​ Total cost (2 years): $15,000 × 2 = $30,000 

Public Universities (Out-of-State Tuition) 

●​ Cost per year: Midpoint of $20,000 - $35,000 = $27,500 
●​ Total cost (2 years): $27,500 × 2 = $55,000 

Private Universities 

●​ Cost per year: Midpoint of $30,000 - $50,000 = $40,000 
●​ Total cost (2 years): $40,000 × 2 = $80,000 

Additional Costs 

●​ Books and Supplies per year: Midpoint of $1,000 - $2,000 = $1,500 
●​ Total cost for Books and Supplies (2 years): $1,500 × 2 = $3,000 
●​ Fees per year: Midpoint of $1,000 - $2,000 = $1,500 
●​ Total cost for Fees (2 years): $1,500 × 2 = $3,000 
●​ Living Expenses per year: Midpoint of $15,000 - $25,000 = $20,000 
●​ Total cost for Living Expenses (2 years): $20,000 × 2 = $40,000 

Total Costs 

Adding these together for each type of university: 

Public Universities (In-State Tuition) 

●​ Tuition: $30,000 
●​ Books and Supplies: $3,000 
●​ Fees: $3,000 
●​ Living Expenses: $40,000 
●​ Total Cost: $30,000 + $3,000 + $3,000 + $40,000 = $76,000 



Public Universities (Out-of-State Tuition) 

●​ Tuition: $55,000 
●​ Books and Supplies: $3,000 
●​ Fees: $3,000 
●​ Living Expenses: $40,000 
●​ Total Cost: $55,000 + $3,000 + $3,000 + $40,000 = $101,000 

Private Universities 

●​ Tuition: $80,000 
●​ Books and Supplies: $3,000 
●​ Fees: $3,000 
●​ Living Expenses: $40,000 
●​ Total Cost: $80,000 + $3,000 + $3,000 + $40,000 = $126,000 

Average Total Cost 

To find the overall average total cost, we sum the total costs for each type of university and 
divide by three: 

Average Total Cost=76,000+101,000+126,0003\text{Average Total Cost} = \frac{76,000 + 
101,000 + 126,000}{3} Average Total Cost=376,000+101,000+126,000​ Average Total 
Cost=303,0003\text{Average Total Cost} = \frac{303,000}{3} Average Total Cost=3303,000​ 
Average Total Cost=101,000\text{Average Total Cost} = 101,000 Average Total Cost=101,000 

So, the average total cost of obtaining a Master's degree in Social Work is approximately 
$101,000. 
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