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Your Gateway to U.S. Residency: An Introduction to the EB-5 Program 
The United States has long been a beacon of opportunity, attracting ambitious individuals and 
families from around the globe. For high-net-worth individuals, the EB-5 Green Card by 
Investment program offers a direct and reliable path to securing U.S. residency. This prestigious 
program allows foreign nationals who make a significant investment in a U.S. business that 
creates jobs for American workers to obtain a Green Card for themselves, their spouse, and 
their unmarried children under 21. This page serves as your comprehensive guide to the EB-5 
program, providing a clear overview of the process and linking to detailed resources that will 
help you navigate every step of this life-changing journey. 
 
The Premier Choice for Global Investors: Key Benefits of the EB-5 Visa 
The EB-5 program is more than just a visa; it is an opportunity to build a future in the United 
States. The benefits are substantial and far-reaching. The program provides a direct path to a 
U.S. Green Card, allowing you and your family to live, work, and study anywhere in the country 
without the need for employer sponsorship. Unlike many other employment-based visas, the 
EB-5 program grants you complete flexibility and freedom. As a permanent resident, you have 
the freedom to travel internationally and return to the U.S. without visa restrictions. Your children 
will have access to the world-class U.S. education system at the same cost as U.S. citizens, 
opening doors to prestigious universities and career opportunities. After five years as a Green 
Card holder, you and your family may be eligible to apply for U.S. citizenship, completing your 
journey to becoming full Americans. 
 
The Foundation of Your Journey: Understanding the EB-5 Investment Amount 
The cornerstone of the EB-5 program is the investment itself. Understanding the capital 
requirements is the first step in your journey toward U.S. residency. The program requires a 
significant investment in a new commercial enterprise that will create at least 10 full-time jobs for 
U.S. workers. The specific investment amount can vary depending on the location of your 
chosen project, and it is crucial to understand the different thresholds and how they apply to 
your situation. The standard investment amount is $1,050,000, but this can be reduced to 

 

 



$800,000 for investments in designated areas that need economic development. For a detailed 
breakdown of the capital requirements and how to structure your investment for maximum 
benefit, please see our comprehensive guide on the EB-5 Investment Amount – 
Understanding Capital Requirements for U.S. Residency. 
 
Strategic Investment: The Advantages of a Targeted Employment Area (TEA) 
One of the most strategic aspects of the EB-5 program is the concept of the Targeted 
Employment Area (TEA). An investment made in a TEA, which is a rural area or an area with 
high unemployment, may qualify for the lower investment threshold of $800,000. This not only 
provides a more accessible entry point into the program but also contributes to economic 
development in areas that need it most. Understanding whether your chosen project qualifies as 
a TEA is a critical part of your due diligence process. The designation can save you $250,000 
while allowing you to make a meaningful impact on a U.S. community that truly needs economic 
revitalization. To learn more about how you can maximize your investment benefits through a 
TEA and understand the designation process, please visit our in-depth page on Targeted 
Employment Area (TEA) – Maximize Your EB-5 Investment Benefits. 
 
The First Step to Your Green Card: The Form I-526 Petition Process 
Your official journey through the EB-5 program begins with the filing of Form I-526, Immigrant 
Petition by Alien Entrepreneur. This petition is the cornerstone of your application, where you 
must prove to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) that you have made a 
qualifying investment and that your funds have been lawfully sourced. The preparation of this 
petition is a meticulous process that requires extensive documentation, expert legal guidance, 
and careful attention to detail. Every aspect of your investment, from the business plan to the 
job creation methodology, must be thoroughly documented and presented in a compelling 
manner. The I-526 petition is not just a form; it is a comprehensive legal argument for why you 
deserve to become a U.S. permanent resident. For a step-by-step guide to navigating this 
critical phase and understanding what USCIS expects to see in a successful petition, please 
refer to our detailed explanation of the Form I-526 – Step-by-Step Guide to the EB-5 Petition 
Process. 
 
Securing Your Permanent Future: The Form I-829 Petition to Remove Conditions 
Upon approval of your I-526 petition, you will be granted conditional permanent residency for a 
two-year period. While this is a significant milestone, it is not the end of your journey. The final 
step in securing your permanent Green Card is the filing of Form I-829, Petition by Entrepreneur 
to Remove Conditions. This petition is filed within the 90-day period immediately preceding the 
second anniversary of your conditional residency. In the I-829, you must demonstrate that you 
have sustained your investment throughout the conditional period and that the required 10 jobs 
have been created as promised. This is the final hurdle in your EB-5 journey, and success here 
means permanent, unconditional residency for you and your family. The stakes are high, and 
the requirements are strict, making expert preparation essential. To understand the 
requirements and process for this final step and learn how to position yourself for success, 
please see our comprehensive guide on the Form I-829 – Removing Conditions for Your 
EB-5 Green Card. 
 
Ensuring Compliance and Success: EB-5 Source of Funds and Regional Centers 
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Two of the most critical components of a successful EB-5 application are proving the lawful 
source of your investment funds and, for many investors, choosing the right Regional Center. 
USCIS scrutinizes the path of your capital with forensic-level detail to ensure it was legally 
obtained, requiring comprehensive documentation that traces every dollar from its origin to your 
EB-5 investment. This process can be complex, especially for investors with diverse income 
sources or international business interests. Furthermore, investing through a USCIS-designated 
Regional Center can offer significant advantages, including the ability to count both direct and 
indirect job creation toward the 10-job requirement. However, not all Regional Centers are 
created equal, and conducting thorough due diligence on both the center and the specific 
project is paramount to protecting your investment and your immigration future. For a detailed 
explanation of these crucial compliance and due diligence matters, including how to document 
your funds properly and what to look for in a Regional Center, please visit our dedicated page 
on EB-5 Source of Funds & Regional Centers – Compliance and Due Diligence Explained. 
 
Your Partner in Success: The Importance of Expert Legal Guidance 
The EB-5 program is a complex and ever-evolving area of U.S. immigration law that requires 
specialized knowledge and experience. Navigating this process successfully requires the 
guidance of experienced legal counsel who understands not only the legal requirements but 
also the practical realities of EB-5 investing. A knowledgeable EB-5 attorney will not only help 
you prepare a strong and approvable petition but will also serve as your strategic advisor, 
helping you make informed decisions at every stage of the journey. From conducting due 
diligence on potential investments to preparing for your consular interview, from structuring your 
investment to responding to USCIS requests for evidence, expert legal guidance is the key to a 
smooth and successful outcome. The investment in professional legal services is minimal 
compared to the value of securing your family's future in the United States. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
What is the EB-5 program? 
The EB-5 program is an investment-based immigration program that allows foreign nationals to 
obtain a U.S. Green Card by investing in a new commercial enterprise that creates at least 10 
full-time jobs for U.S. workers. It is designed to stimulate the U.S. economy through job creation 
and capital investment. 
 
How much do I need to invest? 
The standard investment amount is $1,050,000. However, this amount is reduced to $800,000 if 
the investment is made in a Targeted Employment Area (TEA), which is either a rural area or an 
area with high unemployment. For more details on investment requirements, see our page on 
the EB-5 Investment Amount. 
 
What is a Targeted Employment Area (TEA)? 
A TEA is a rural area or an area with an unemployment rate that is at least 150% of the national 
average. Investments in TEAs qualify for the lower investment threshold of $800,000. Learn 
more about TEAs and their benefits on our Targeted Employment Area (TEA) page. 
 
What are the main steps in the EB-5 process? 
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The main steps are: 1) making a qualifying investment in a new commercial enterprise, 2) filing 
the Form I-526 petition to prove you meet all program requirements, 3) obtaining conditional 
permanent residency for two years, and 4) filing the Form I-829 petition to remove conditions 
and obtain a permanent Green Card. 
 
What is a Regional Center? 
A Regional Center is a USCIS-designated entity that manages EB-5 investment projects. 
Investing through a Regional Center can simplify the process and allows for the counting of 
indirect and induced jobs toward the 10-job requirement. However, thorough due diligence is 
essential when selecting a Regional Center and project. Explore this topic further on our EB-5 
Source of Funds & Regional Centers page. 
 
How long does the EB-5 process take? 
The EB-5 process can take several years from initial investment to final Green Card approval. 
Processing times vary depending on your country of birth, USCIS workload, and the complexity 
of your case. Working with experienced professionals can help ensure your case moves as 
efficiently as possible through the system. 
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CONTACT US 
You can reach us at : 
 
Global Immigration Partners PLLC 
1717 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20006, United States 
+1 267 507 6078 
 
 

Website 
Visit our Website here : 
 
https://globalimmigration.com/services/eb5visa/ 
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