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Your Tax Dollar in Action [RETIRED] 
Virtual Adaptation of MOVE: Your Tax Dollar in Action 

 
 
Directions: How are your federal tax dollars spent? Your task is to complete the chart below showing how each individual 
federal tax dollar was spent in 2022 across different spending categories.  

●​ Step #1: The cents listed in numerical order below show how $1 of federal tax money is spent. Match the correct 
TAX CATEGORY with the correct cent, thereby putting federal tax spending categories in order from greatest to 
least.  

○​ Pro Tip: This is a drag & drop activity. Simply click on the box and drag it to the correct location of the table.  
●​ Step #2: Drag and drop the correct DESCRIPTION to each TAX CATEGORY. 
●​ Step #3: Drag and drop two well-known FEDERAL PROGRAMS that are funded under each category (hint: one 

category will only have one federal program).  
●​ Step #4: Answer the reflection questions based on your completed chart.  
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Reflection Questions 
Directions: Use your completed table/chart to answer the reflection questions. 
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1.​ What, if anything, surprises you about how the federal government spends taxpayer dollars?   

 
 
 
 

 
2.​ If you were in charge of allocating tax dollars, are there spending categories you would prioritize more or less than they currently 

are? Why? 

 
 
 
 

 
3.​ You might notice that Social Security and Medicare are not listed in any of these categories. Why?  

 
 
 
 
 

 
4.​ Which, if any, of these programs have you heard about recently or frequently in the news? In what context are people talking 

about them? 
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