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In English we have a sentence structure:  
Agent + tense marker + Verb 
He     +   is     +    running 
 
In te reo Māori a basic action phrase has this sentence 
structure: 
 Tense marker   +   verb   +    Agent 
Kei te    +   oma    +  ia 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Here are some examples using different tense markers: 



 



Translate these sentences into te reo Māori.  Make sure you 
use macrons. 

The dog is sleeping. 

 
 

The girl is sitting. 

 
 

The dad is talking. 

 
 

The mum is sitting. 

 
 

The boys are playing. 

 
 

The girl is eating. 

 
 

The grandmother is laughing. 

 
 

The dad is standing. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K-wzCr6-xccwOwfw3hO13y5HJKoiUXvoNA3mTitrqYk/edit


 
 
 
 
 
 
Translate these present tense sentences into te reo pākeha: 
 

Kei te waiata te manu.  

 

Kei te tangi te tama. 

 

Kei te moe te pēpi. 

 

Kei te whakarongo ahau. 

 

Kei te āwhina ia. 

 

Kei te hiakai ia. 

 

Kei te moe a Miriama. 

 

Kei te kata ahau. 

 



Kei te kaukau te rakiraki. 

 

Kei te heke te ua. 

 

Kei te horoi kākahu ngā tamariki. 

 

Kei te huna koe? 

 

Kei te whiti te rā. 

 

Kei te whāwhai ngā tama. 

 
 
 


