
AP Gov Exam Unit: Civic Engagement Project 
 

 
As a component of ONGOING ENGAGEMENT and AP United States Government and Politics, you will choose 
from the “menus” below to complete the Civic Engagement project. This is a requirement for the AP course, too! 
The project is aimed at providing you with an opportunity to research more fully any AP Gov topic of your 
choosing--taking part in the political process, engaging in a community-based, democratic process or project, 
grassroots activism, voter empowerment, pop culture, etc. thereby learning even more about how we all interact 
with gov on a daily level. You are encouraged to be your creative, unique, expressive individuals who care deeply 
and empathetically while gaining a better perspective on life in our communities, our city, and the workings of 
government on different levels! 
  
Your Civic Engagement Project will be your final summative grade. This is a multi-pronged project. Choose a 
combo of “appetizer” and “main course” options from the project “menu” below. The final part will be a gallery 
walk and series of presentations of everyone’s projects shared during our final two days of classes together. 
 

 
2025 Civic Engagement Options 

Appetizers: Choose TWO! 

1.  Nearly five years after the murder of George Floyd, how can someone get involved in advocacy and change for 
policing and policy? Share three different ways with specific pathways to connect and work with others in concrete 
ways. 
 
2.  Get at least six different people outside of school to register to vote and file for absentee ballots (regardless of 
party affiliation). Show evidence of these registrations. 
 
3.  “no slacktivism”:  create social-media posts about an issue with a clearly developed explanation about its 
political relevance and why it is important to you; link it to a petition (thepetitionsite.com, moveon.org, change.org) 
that others can sign or steps someone can take. Post at least four different informational-based posts with original, 
relevant images for each one. 
 
4.  Write a letter to a newspaper or elected official on a current issue--make sure to share with me for feedback 
and editing BEFORE sending. 
 
5.  Create eight different, original memes that respond to a current moment related to course material, cases, docs, 
content, or issues. 
 
6.  Write at least six different letters for the elderly and send them to Letters of Love. 
 
7.  Write at least six letters to underrepresented voters through Vote Forward. 
 
8.  Take a virtual tour or actually visit a local National Parks Service (NPS) site in CA! The virtual choice means 
you can visit NPS sites elsewhere in the U.S.! Create a presentation with your three favorite/most fascinating 
parts of this site explained and described in your presentation in a full paragraph for each one. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/22/opinion/george-floyd-protests-blm-movement.html?fbclid=IwAR0ba4ylG_Q8qb1AwC8YPHuemhC_P9lRFqk3eS-7mrys5Wy88T0TmmAgdSU
https://covr.sos.ca.gov/
https://lovefortheelderly.org/letters
https://votefwd.org/
https://www.nationalparks.org/connect/blog/take-virtual-visit-national-park
https://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm


 
9.  Choose a comedian’s take on an issue in a particular monologue. Think about the connections his ideas have to 
AP Gov foundational documents and concepts. How do you connect with this particular take? Then write a min. 
150-word response with your reflection and current thoughts. 

  
 Anything else you come up with and want to pitch! (Check with me FIRST to work through your idea!) 

Main Course: Choose ONE!  

1.  Watch a film/doc/show and then write a close analysis. Here is a list with 70+ suggestions and choices! 
 
2.  Write a min. 2-page (approx. 500-600 word) reflection of this course. Include which aspects of the course you 
got the most out of and/or liked the most, why you believe other students should take AP Gov, and how you will 
use any of the class’ content/lessons moving forward in your own life as an individual and student.  
         I used to think . . . but now I think . . . 
         In this class, I was challenged by . . . 
         One thing I learned about myself this year was . . . 
         One thing I learned about the world this year was . . . 
         One question I am carrying with me is . . . 
Finally, include some advice and tips for next year’s AP Gov students! 
 
3.  Draw/design a voter registration poster with specific steps for a new voter to take and at least three AP 
Gov-content specific reasons why voting and resisting voter suppression are important.  
 
4.  Interview a government official outside of school (park ranger, PEP officer, prosecutor, etc.) about 
his/her/their professional pathway and life in civic engagement. Record and transcribe your Q & A session. 
 
5.  Write, film, and edit a Public Service Announcement (PSA) commercial about a specific cause directed towards 
a target demographic. 
 
6. Write a song parody (a la “Weird Al” Yankovic) based on one of the themes, topics, or any ideas from this year 
in AP GoPo. You must perform it live or record it!  
 
7.  Select a current event or issue about which you are passionate that relates to AP Gov and our lives, conducting 
research based on reputable journalists and sources to present in class. Write a minimum four paragraph analysis 
of the issue (approx. 500 words). Some ideas: the gun control debates and constant gridlock to create and enforce 
significant federal and state legislation; the three years since the murder of George Floyd and protest responses 
around the country; women’s reproductive rights, state laws, & the current SCOTUS; qualified immunity & 50A; 
the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act in bipartisan Senate negotiations; the John Lewis Voting Rights Act; the 
dealth penalty & the Eighth Amendment; school curricula, such as the 1619 Project and state legislation; fair 
school funding, de facto segregation, & educational equity; gun control, state laws, and the fight for federal 
legislation. 
 
8.  Present about an issue, event, or any cause that you believe has been overlooked, denied, or not given enough 
attention and that you believe people must learn more. Some ideas: gun control and the gun industry and special 
interest groups; the Greenwood Tulsa Massacre of 1921; redlining, real estate zoning, and real estate law; 
systemic bias in standardized testing; state laws about trans youth’s rights & the denial thereof. Write a minimum 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NeQvY7rtKSUrhtLUSQYunCsQ0tilZiNAZiSFS5RTYzI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.govtech.com/education/news/How-to-Create-the-Perfect-Public-Service-Announcement.html
https://www.weirdal.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/22/opinion/george-floyd-protests-blm-movement.html?fbclid=IwAR0ba4ylG_Q8qb1AwC8YPHuemhC_P9lRFqk3eS-7mrys5Wy88T0TmmAgdSU
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/us/abortion-laws-roe-v-wade.html?name=styln-abortion-us&region=TOP_BANNER&block=storyline_menu_recirc&action=click&pgtype=Interactive&variant=show&is_new=false
https://www.vox.com/2020/6/16/21291595/new-york-section-50-a-police-misconduct
https://www.npr.org/2021/05/25/1000273960/biden-met-with-george-floyds-family-with-policing-bill-stuck-in-limbo
https://www.npr.org/2021/05/24/999782039/inmate-who-sought-execution-by-firing-squad-loses-supreme-court-appeal
https://www.npr.org/2021/05/24/999782039/inmate-who-sought-execution-by-firing-squad-loses-supreme-court-appeal
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/eighth-amendment-death-penalty-and-supreme-court
https://www.npr.org/2021/05/25/1000273981/we-can-and-should-teach-this-history-new-bills-limit-how-teachers-talk-about-rac
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/25/opinion/texas-shooting-gun-control.html
https://www.npr.org/2021/05/24/999975843/texas-gets-ready-to-allow-unlicensed-carrying-of-handguns
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/25/opinion/texas-shooting-gun-control.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/05/24/us/tulsa-race-massacre.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/19/opinion/biden-zoning-social-justice.html
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/racist-beginnings-standardized-testing
https://www.hrc.org/resources/unprecedented-onslaught-of-state-legislation-targeting-transgender-american


four paragraph analysis of the issue (approx. 500 words) and explain why schools should include the complexity of 
this topic in our curricula.     
 
9. Create a revamped AP Gov Foundational Documents packet with at least six new & different primary sources! 
For each one, include a full paragraph explaining your choice and its critical placement in a curriculum of U.S. 
government and politics. 
 
10.  Anything else you come up with and want to pitch! (Check with me FIRST to work through your idea!) 

 
 

**If you would rather do two “main courses” instead of 2 appetizers and a main course, that is okay with 
permission.  
 
 
Your work will be evaluated on these standards: 

Gathering and Using Evidence: Students will gather and use evidence by viewing, reading, and listening w/focused attention to what matters. 

Excellent Good Almost Next Steps 

I incorporate and cite many relevant 
and accurate pieces of evidence and 
supporting details into my writing that 
reflects a complexity of thought. 

I incorporate and cite many relevant 
and accurate pieces of evidence and 
supporting details into my writing. 

I can incorporate and cite few relevant 
and accurate pieces of evidence and 
supporting details into my writing. 

I can incorporate and cite little to no 
relevant and accurate pieces of 
evidence and supporting details in my 
writing. 

 

Analysis: Students will be able to infer meanings, analyze information and develop valid ideas based on evidence and analysis. 

Excellent Good Almost Next Steps 

I can expertly and clearly create 
strong connections, and/or determine 
the significance of the topic. 

I can adequately create strong 
connections, and/or determine the 
significance of the topic. 

I attempt to create strong connections, 
and/or determine the significance of 
the topic. 

I do not attempt to create strong 
connections, and/or determine the 
significance of the topic. 

 

Be Precise: Students will accurately represent solutions, ideas, and language through the consistent use of the rules of grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Excellent Good Almost Next Steps 

I can expertly and clearly maintain 
grammatical consistency. 

I can adequately maintain grammatical 
consistency. 

I attempt to apply the rules of and 
maintain grammatical consistency. 

I do not attempt to apply the rules of 
and maintain grammatical consistency. 

 


