
STEM-Related Opportunities for IUSD Students  
(Last updated 3/16/2025) 

 
 

Environmental and/or Science Education Children’s Summer Camps 
 

Back Bay Science Center 
Shark Camp: Registration will open Spring 2025. No active link 
 
Destination Science 
Science Day Camp: This link shows various camps (Ages 5-11) around Irvine and Tustin  
 
Discovery Cube-OC 
Includes camps at Discovery Cube-OC and LA  
Summer Camp Homepage 
 
Environmental Nature Center 
Nature Camp - Various Weekly Themes: 
 
Inside the Outdoors 
Camp Homepage 
 
City of Irvine 
Around Irvine 
Great Park camps: 
 
The Ecology Center 
Summer Camp Information 
 
Irvine Ranch Outdoor Education Center 
Camps Homepage 
 
Mad Science 
Huntington Beach Camp Website 
Fountain Valley Camp Website 
 
Oak Canyon Nature Center 
O.A.K.S. Summer Day Camp 
 
Ocean Institute 
Summer Day Camp – various themes ages 5-17 
 
Pacific Marine Mammal Center 
Camp Pinniped: Ages 8-11 

https://destinationscience.org/find-your-camp-results/?location=Irvine+%28LO%29%2C+CA+92618#
https://www.discoverycube.org/camp/
https://encenter.org/camps/summer/
https://ocde.us/ito/Pages/SummerCamp.aspx
https://secure.yourirvine.org/CA/city-of-irvine/catalog/index/9ed4a063e3880fe51a0fd6966cfdde12?filter=c2VhcmNoPXN1bW1lciUyMGNhbXAmYWdlR3JvdXAlNUI1JTVEPTE=
https://secure.yourirvine.org/CA/city-of-irvine/catalog/index/9ed4a063e3880fe51a0fd6966cfdde12?filter=c2VhcmNoPXN1bW1lciUyMGNhbXAmbG9jYXRpb24lNUI5Mzk4JTVEPTEmYWdlR3JvdXAlNUI1JTVEPTE=
https://theecologycenter.org/summer-camp/
https://ocscoutingoutdoors.org/summer-camp/#summercamp
https://register.hbsands.org/CA/huntington-beach-community-library-services-ca/catalog/index/fe7c843add4f836efdfd3837bee11a96?filter=c2VhcmNoPW1hZCUyMHNjaWVuY2UmdGFncyU1QjM1NjElNUQ9MQ==
https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/westminster/activity/search?onlineSiteId=0&activity_select_param=2&activity_keyword=mad%20science&viewMode=list
http://www.anaheim.net/1110/OAKS-Day-Camp
https://oceaninstitute.org/summer-camp/
https://www-1554k.bookeo.com/bookeo/b_pacificmmc_start.html?ctlsrc2=xO8XDDyG7ilUmuKo8GMycNeeJtvOx%2FaRLTcM1hJ1f2M%3D&src=03k&type=41554WUPT3W155E63DE6C8


Sea Lion Science Lab: Ages 12-14 
 
The Reserve at Rancho Mission Viejo 
June 9-12: Outdoor Explorers  
June 16-19: Nature Artists 
June 23-26: California Animal Adventures 
 
Sea and Sage Audubon 
Nature Day Camps ages 7-16 
 
 
Starr Ranch Sanctuary 
Starr Ranch Junior Biologists:  
 
UC Irvine 
Includes STEM camps as well as art, writing, etc 

●​ https://www.lavnercampsandprograms.com/location/irvine-ca-summer-camps-tech-camp
s/#Calendar 

●​ https://www.idtech.com/locations/california-summer-camps/uc-irvine  
●​ https://sites.uci.edu/youthcouncil/summer-youth-programs/ 

 
 
 
Other Resources for Families 

 
California Department of Water Resources: 
https://water.ca.gov/What-We-Do/Education/Education-Materials  
 
California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom: https://learnaboutag.org/  
 
CA Coastal Commission 
https://www.coastal.ca.gov/ 
Learn how to get involved with protecting & enhancing CA’s coast, including CA Coastal 
Cleanup Day. 
  
Citizen Science Day 
https://scistarter.com/citizen-science-day 
Project ideas for students to get involved in real-world science. 
  
Free, Exceptional Resources from Education and the Environment Initative 
Education and the Environment Initiative - EEI Curriculum 
 
Green Teacher: http://greenteacher.com/ 

https://www-1554k.bookeo.com/bookeo/b_pacificmmc_start.html?ctlsrc2=xO8XDDyG7ilUmuKo8GMycLshlsq5pm%2BsZsBSCR3Vk1M%3D&src=03k&type=415544P77PR193C116EA72
https://events.thenaturereserve.org/calendar/registration/?ee=2743
https://events.thenaturereserve.org/calendar/registration/?ee=2744
https://events.thenaturereserve.org/calendar/registration/?ee=2745
https://seaandsageaudubon.org/home-sas/education/#NatureCamp
https://starrranch.org/education/
https://www.lavnercampsandprograms.com/location/irvine-ca-summer-camps-tech-camps/#Calendar
https://www.lavnercampsandprograms.com/location/irvine-ca-summer-camps-tech-camps/#Calendar
https://www.idtech.com/locations/california-summer-camps/uc-irvine
https://sites.uci.edu/youthcouncil/summer-youth-programs/
https://water.ca.gov/What-We-Do/Education/Education-Materials
https://learnaboutag.org/
https://www.coastal.ca.gov/
https://scistarter.com/citizen-science-day
https://californiaeei.org/curriculum/
http://greenteacher.com/


A non-profit organization dedicated to helping educators, both inside and outside of schools, 
promote environmental awareness among young people aged 6-19. Offers quarterly magazine, 
online articles, free online webinars, and more! 
 
KQED  
This Web site features a variety of science articles and resources  
Science Page​
 
NGSS Nature Circles - available via Acorn Naturalists 
 
OC Parks 
http://www.ocparks.com/about/volunteer 
OC Parks offers a variety of volunteer services.​
 
Population Education - A program of Population Connection​
 
Project Learning Tree 
 
Project WET​
 
Project WILD 
 
Sally Ride Science 
Sally Ride Science is a nonprofit providing professional development to help educators build 
students’ STEM literacy. 
  
Science Daily 
Science Daily is an American news Web site for topical science articles. 
  
Science Friday 
Covering the outer reaches of space to the tiniest microbes in our bodies, Science Friday is the 
source for entertaining and educational stories about science, technology, and other cool stuff. 
  
Science News for Students 
Connects the latest in scientific research to learning in and out of the classroom by providing 
age-appropriate, topical science news. 
 
 
Outdoor Learning Opportunities 
 
Orange County Department of Education’s Inside the Outdoors 
http://www.insidetheoutdoors.org 
 

https://www.kqed.org/science
https://www.acornnaturalists.com/
http://www.ocparks.com/about/volunteer
https://populationeducation.org/
https://www.plt.org/
https://www.projectwet.org/
http://www.projectwild.org/
https://sallyridescience.ucsd.edu/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/
https://www.sciencefriday.com/
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/about-us
http://www.insidetheoutdoors.org/


BEETLES (Better Environmental Education, Teaching, Learning & Expertise Sharing): 
http://beetlesproject.org/resources/for-field-instructors/ (online pedagogy and curriculum 
resource) 
 
Irvine Ranch Conservancy https://letsgooutside.org/ 
​
 
Other Providers in, or Serving, Orange County 
 
Amigos de Bolsa Chica  
 
Back Bay Science Center:  
 
Bolsa Chica Conservancy: 
 
Bolsa Chica Land Trust:  
 
Bowers Museum:  
 
Catalina Environmental Leadership Program: 
 
Cavity Conservation Initiative:​
 
Centennial Farm:​
 
City of Newport Beach (Recreation and Senior Services):  
 
Crystal Cove Conservancy:  
 
Crystal Cove State Park:  
 
Discovery Cube-OC:  
 
Disney Imagination Campus 
 
Doheny State Beach Education: 
 
Earthroots Field School for homeschool students:  
 
The Ecology Center: 
 
Emerald Cove Outdoor Science Institute:  
 
Environmental Nature Center:​
 

http://beetlesproject.org/resources/for-field-instructors/
https://letsgooutside.org/
https://www.amigosdebolsachica.org/home
https://www.backbaysciencecenter.org/
https://bolsachica.org/
https://bclandtrust.org/
https://www.bowers.org/
https://www.celp.net/
https://cavityconservation.com/
https://ocfair.com/centennial-farm/
https://www.newportbeachca.gov/government/departments/recreation-senior-services
https://crystalcove.org/education/
https://www.crystalcovestatepark.org/field-trip-information-2/
https://www.discoverycube.org/orange-county/visit/
https://www.discoverycube.org/education/
https://www.disneycampus.com/
https://www.dohenystatebeach.org/education/
https://earthrootsfieldschool.org/
https://theecologycenter.org/
https://ecosinstitute.com/
https://encenter.org/


Fullerton Arboretum: ​
 
Get Inspired, Inc.: 
 
Girls Inc.:  
 
High Trails Outdoor School:  
 
Irvine Ranch Outdoor Education Center:  
 
Laguna Canyon Foundation:  
 
Mad Science West Orange County:  
 
Mission San Juan Capistrano:  
 
Newport Landing Whale Watching: 
​
Oak Canyon Nature Center:  
 
Ocean Institute:  
 
Orange County 4H:​
 
Orange County Coastkeeper: 
 
Orange County Parks:​
 
Orange County Vector Control District:  
 
Orange County Water District:  
 
Pacific Marine Mammal Center: 
 
Pali Institute:  
 
Pathfinder Ranch Outdoor School:  
 
Pretend City:  
 
The Reserve at Rancho Mission Viejo: 
  
Santa Ana Zoo: ​
 
Sea and Sage Audubon San Joaquin Wildlife Sanctuary in Irvine:  

https://arboretum.fullerton.edu/
https://getinspiredinc.org/program/
https://www.girlsinc-oc.org/
https://dirtyclassroom.com/
https://www.outdooreducationcenter.org/schools/
https://lagunacanyon.org/
https://westorangecounty.madscience.org/
https://www.missionsjc.com/
https://newportwhales.com/school.html
https://www.anaheim.net/1096/Oak-Canyon-Nature-Center
https://oceaninstitute.org/
https://oc4h.org/
https://www.coastkeeper.org/
https://www.ocparks.com/
https://www.ocvector.org/
https://www.ocwd.com/
https://www.pacificmmc.org/
https://www.paliinstitute.com/
https://pathfinderranch.com/departments/outdoor-education/
https://www.pretendcity.org/
https://www.thenaturereserve.org/
https://www.santaanazoo.org/
https://seaandsageaudubon.org/home-sas/about-us/


 
Starr Ranch Audubon Sanctuary: ​
 
Strategic Energy Innovations (SEI): 
 
Thousand Pines Outdoor Science School: 
 
Tiger Woods Foundation Learning Lab:  
 
Wildlands Conservancy:  
Mariposa Reserve (Near Santiago Canyon) 
Santa Margarita River Trail Preserve (Fallbrook) 
 
Wyland Foundation: 
 
YMCA Camp Surf:  (Based in San Diego) 
 
 
 
Robotics-Related Opportunities 
 
https://bytesandbots.com/ 
 
https://brainstormedu.com/ 
 
http://www.magikidlab.com/irvine/ 
 

https://www.starrranch.org/about.html
https://www.seiinc.org/
https://www.americanoutdoored.com/
https://tgrfoundation.org/tgr-learning-labs/how-learning-labs-work/
https://wildlandsconservancy.org/preserves/mariposa
https://wildlandsconservancy.org/preserves/santamargaritarivertrail
https://wylandfoundation.org/
https://www.ymcasd.org/camps/camp-surf/
https://bytesandbots.com/
https://brainstormedu.com/
http://www.magikidlab.com/irvine/

