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Title of Book Author of Genre Summary
Book
Starfish Lisa Fipps Realistic Fiction | Ever since Ellie wore a whale swimsuit and made a big splash at
LISA FIPPS Book in Verse her fifth birthday party, she’s been bullied about her weight. To
cope, she tries to live by the Fat Girl Rules—like “no making waves,”
“avoid eating in public,” and “don’t move so fast that your body
jiggles.” And she’s found her safe space—her swimming
pool—where she feels weightless in a fat-obsessed world.
Jerry Spinelli | Realistic Fiction | Cocky seventh-grade super-jock Crash Coogan got his nickname the

day he used his first football helmet to knock his cousin Bridget flat
on her backside. And he has been running over people ever since,
especially Penn Webb, the dweeby, vegetarian Quaker kid who lives
down the block. Through the eyes of Crash, readers get a rare
glimpse into the life of a bully in this unforgettable and beloved
story about stereotypes and the surprises life can bring.




The False Prince

Jennifer
Nielson

Fantasy/Adventu
re

In a discontented kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the
divided people, Conner, a nobleman of the court, devises a cunning
plan to find an impersonator of the king's long-lost son and install
him as a puppet prince. Four orphans are recruited to compete for
the role, including a defiant boy named Sage. Sage knows that
Conner's motives are more than questionable, yet his life balances
on a sword's point -- he must be chosen to play the prince or he will
certainly be killed. But Sage's rivals have their own agendas as well.

Alan Gratz

Historical Fiction

Frank and Stanley are touring a battleship when Japanese planes
zoom overhead, dropping bomb after bomb. As explosions roar and
sailors screa, Frank and Stanley realize the unthinkable is
happening: Japan is attacking America! The war has come to them.

Frantically, the boys struggle to find safety. But disaster and danger
are everywhere--from torpedoes underwater to bullets on the
beach... to the shocking cruelty that their friends and neighbors
show Stanely. Because his mom is Japanese-American, Stanely is
suddenly seen as the "enemy." And Frank, who is white, cannot
begin to understand what his friend is now facing.

If the boys make it through this infamous day, can their
friendship--and their dreams--survive? Or has everything they
know been destroyed?




Shoe Dog

SHOE DOG

Phil Knight

Memoir

In this candid and riveting memoir, for the first time ever, Nike
founder and CEO Phil Knight shares the inside story of the
company's early days as an intrepid start-up and its evolution into
one of the world's most iconic, game-changing, and profitable
brands.
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NEAL SHUSTERMAN'

Neal
Shusterman

Science Fiction

A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery: humanity
has conquered all those things, and has even conquered death. Now
Scythes are the only ones who can end life—and they are
commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the population
under control.

Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that
neither wants. These teens must master the “art” of taking life,
knowing that the consequence of failure could mean losing their
own.

Touching Spirit Bear

Ben
Mikaelson

Adventure

After severely injuring Peter Driscal in an empty parking lot,
mischief-maker Cole Matthews is in major trouble. But instead of
jail time, Cole is given another option: attend Circle Justice, an
alternative program that sends juvenile offenders to a remote
Alaskan Island to focus on changing their ways. Desperate to avoid




TOUCHING
SPIRIT

prison, Cole fakes humility and agrees to go.

While there, Cole is mauled by a mysterious white bear and left for
dead. Thoughts of his abusive parents, helpless Peter, and his own
anger cause him to examine his actions and seek
redemption—from the spirit bear that attacked him, from his
victims, and, most importantly, from himself.

8 Tom Sports Fiction Thirteen-year-old Teddy Youngblood is in a coma, fighting for his
Greenwold life after an unspecified football injury at training camp. His family
and friends flock to his bedside to support his recovery—and to
discuss the events leading up to the tragic accident. Was this the
inevitable result of playing a violent sport, or did something more
sinister happen on the field that day?
TOMMY GREENWALD
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9 Everything, Nicola Yoon Romance/Realist | What if you couldn’t touch anything in the outside world? Never
ok Everything ic Fiction breathe in the fresh air, feel the sun warm your face. .. or kiss the

boy next door? In Everything, Everything, Maddy is a girl who's
literally allergic to the outside world, and Olly is the boy who moves
in next door. .. and becomes the greatest risk she’s ever taken.




10

Johnnie
Christmas

Graphic Novel

Bree can’t wait for her first day at her new middle school, Enith
Brigitha, home to the Mighty Manatees—until she’s stuck with the
only elective that fits her schedule, the dreaded Swim 101. The
thought of swimming makes Bree more than a little queasy, yet
she’s forced to dive headfirst into one of her greatest fears. Lucky
for her, Etta, an elderly occupant of her apartment building and
former swim team captain, is willing to help.

With Etta’s training and a lot of hard work, Bree suddenly finds her
swim-crazed community counting on her to turn the school’s
failing team around. But that’s easier said than done, especially
when their rival, the prestigious Holyoke Prep, has everything they
need to leave the Mighty Manatees in their wake.

11
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This is Our Story

Ashley Elston

Mystery/Thriller

Five boys went hunting. Four came back. And the evidence
shows any one of them could be guilty.

Kate Marino's senior year internship at the District Attorney's
Office isn't exactly glamorous--more like an excuse to leave school
early that looks good on college applications. Then the DA hands




her boss, Mr. Stone, the biggest case her small town of Belle Terre
has ever seen. The River Point Boys are all anyone can talk about.
Despite their damning toxicology reports the morning of the
accident, the DA wants the boys' case swept under the rug. He owes
his political office to their powerful families.

Kate won't let that happen. Digging up secrets without revealing
her own is a dangerous line to walk; Kate has personal reasons for
seeking justice. As she gets dangerously close to the truth, it
becomes clear that the early morning accident might not have been
an accident at all-and if she doesn't uncover the true killer, more
than one life could be on the line including her own

12

)k

The Inheritance
Games

Jennifer
Barnes

Mystery

Avery Grambs has a plan for a better future: survive high school,
win a scholarship, and get out. But her fortunes change in an
instant when billionaire Tobias Hawthorne dies and leaves Avery
virtually his entire fortune. The catch? Avery has no idea why—or
even who Tobias Hawthorne is.

To receive her inheritance, Avery must move into sprawling, secret
passage-filled Hawthorne House, where every room bears the old
man's touch—and his love of puzzles, riddles, and codes.
Unfortunately for Avery, Hawthorne House is also occupied by the
family that Tobias Hawthorne just dispossessed. This includes the
four Hawthorne grandsons: dangerous, magnetic, brilliant boys
who grew up with every expectation that one day, they would
inherit billions. Heir apparent Grayson Hawthorne is convinced
that Avery must be a conwoman, and he's determined to take her
down. His brother, Jameson, views her as their grandfather's last
hurrah: a twisted riddle, a puzzle to be solved. Caught in a world of
wealth and privilege with danger around every turn, Avery will
have to play the game herself just to survive.




13

The Fort

(jORDON KORMAN

#1 BESTSELUNG AUTHOR OF RESTART

Gordon
Korman

Realistic Fiction

The morning after Hurricane Leo rips through the town of Canaan,
residents awaken to widespread destruction -- power outages,
downed branches, uprooted trees, broken windows and damaged
roofs. Four eighth-grade friends -- Evan, Jason, Mitchell, and C]J --
meet to explore the devastation. The tight-knit group is dismayed
to find that Evan has brought along a stray -- Ricky, who is new to
their town and school, and doesn’t have any friends yet.

Ricky is the one to find the strange trap door that’s appeared in the
middle of the woods -- the door to an old bomb shelter, unearthed
by the hurricane. Inside, the boys find a completely intact
underground lair, complete with electricity, food, and
entertainment (in the form of videocassettes). The boys vow to
keep the place’s existence to themselves.

Things soon get tense. Some bad locals keep snooping around. And
what started out as a fun place to escape soon becomes a serious
refuge for one of the kids who is trying to avoid an abusive home
situation. In order to save the shelter, the friends must keep its
secret... and in order to save themselves, they’re going to have to
share their individual secrets, and build the safest place they can.

14

Amari and the Night

Brothers

B.B Alston

Fantasy/Adventu
re

Amari Peters has never stopped believing her missing brother,
Quinton, is alive. Not even when the police told her otherwise, or
when she got in trouble for standing up to bullies who said he was
gone for good.

So when she finds a ticking briefcase in his closet, containing a
nomination for a summer tryout at the Bureau of Supernatural
Affairs, she’s certain the secretive organization holds the key to
locating Quinton—if only she can wrap her head around the idea of
magicians, fairies, aliens, and other supernatural creatures all being




"B.B.ALSTON, &

real.

Now she must compete for a spot against kids who’ve known about
magic their whole lives. No matter how hard she tries, Amari can’t
seem to escape their intense doubt and scrutiny—especially once
her supernaturally enhanced talent is deemed “illegal.” With an evil
magician threatening the supernatural world, and her own
classmates thinking she’s an enemy, Amari has never felt more
alone. But if she doesn’t stick it out and pass the tryouts, she may
never find out what happened to Quinton.
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Caitlin
Aliferenka &
Martin Ganda

Memoir

[t started as an assignment. Caitlin had never even heard of
Zimbabwe when everyone in her class was told to write a letter to
an unknown student somewhere in a distant place. Excited for the
first time about homework, she went home that night and wrote
about her favorite color and what sports she played, and asked her
mystery pen-pal about life in Zimbabwe.

Martin had never heard of Pennsylvania when he read Caitlin’s
letter. He was lucky to even receive a pen-pal letter—his class only
received ten letters for fifty kids! But as the top student, he got the
first one. He wrote Caitlin back, talking about his siblings and
soccer and saying he hoped she wrote again.

These letters were the beginning of a correspondence that spanned
six years and changed two lives. In this compelling dual memoir,
Caitlin and Martin recount how they became best friends—and
better people—through their inspiring long-distance exchange.

16

Golden Arm

Carl Deuker

Sports Fiction

Lazarus “Laz” Weathers has always been shy, and his issue with
stuttering when he speaks hasn’t helped. Stuck in a Seattle trailer




park, Laz finds baseball helps him escape from the world of poverty
and drugs. When he gets an opportunity to pitch for the rich kids
across town, he has a chance to get drafted by the major leagues.

But playing for the other team means leaving behind his family,
including Antonio, Laz’s younger brother, who more and more,
seems to be drawn to the dark world of the Jet City’s drug ring.
Now Laz will have to choose between being the star pitcher he
always dreamed of becoming and the team player his family needs.

17

Nic Stone

Sports

Shenice Lockwood, captain of the Fulton Firebirds, is hyper-focused when
she steps up to the plate. Nothing can stop her from leading her team to the
U12 fast-pitch softball regional championship. But life has thrown some
curveballs her way.

Strike one: As the sole team of all-brown faces, Shenice and the Firebirds
have to work twice as hard to prove that Black girls belong at bat.

Strike two: Shenice’s focus gets shaken when her great-uncle Jack reveals
that a career-ending—and family-name-ruining—crime may have been a
setup.

Strike three: Broken focus means mistakes on the field. And Shenice’s
teammates are beginning to wonder if she’s captain-qualified.

It's up to Shenice to discover the truth about her family’s past—and
fast—before secrets take the Firebirds out of the game forever.
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Brother’s Keeper

Julie Lee

Historical Fiction

Twelve-year-old Sora and her family live under an iron set of rules:
No travel without a permit. No criticism of the government. No
absences from Communist meetings. Wear red. Hang pictures of
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the Great Leader. Don't trust your neighbors. Don't speak your
mind. You are being watched.

But war is coming, war between North and South Korea, between
the Soviets and the Americans. War causes chaos--and war is the
perfect time to escape. The plan is simple: Sora and her family will
walk hundreds of miles to the South Korean city of Busan from
their tiny mountain village. They just need to avoid napalm,
frostbite, border guards, and enemy soldiers.

But they can't. And when an incendiary bombing changes
everything, Sora and her little brother Young will have to get to
Busan on their own. Can a twelve-year-old girl and her
eight-year-old brother survive three hundred miles of war zone in
winter?
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All He Knew

Helen Frost

Verse

Henry has been deaf from an early age—he is intelligent and aware
of language, but by age six, he has decided it's not safe to speak to
strangers. When the time comes for him to start school, he is
labeled "unteachable.” Because his family has very little money, his
parents and older sister, Molly, feel powerless to help him. Henry is
sent to Riverview, a bleak institution where he is misunderstood,
underestimated, and harshly treated.

Victor, a conscientious objector to World War ], is part of a Civilian
Public Service program offered as an alternative to the draft. In
1942, he arrives at Riverview to serve as an attendant and quickly
sees that Henry is far from unteachable—he is brave, clever, and
sometimes mischievous. In Victor's care, Henry begins to see how
things can change for the better.

Heartbreaking and ultimately hopeful, Helen Frost's All He Knew is




inspired by true events and provides sharp insight into a
little-known element of history

20

The Last Thing I
Remember

Andrew
Klavan

Adventure

ANDREW KLAVAN O &

Charlie West just woke up in someone else's nightmare.

He's strapped to a chair. He's covered in blood and bruises. He hurts
all over. And a strange voice outside the door just ordered his
death.

The last thing he can remember, he was a normal high-school kid
doing normal things--working on his homework, practicing karate,
daydreaming of becoming an air force pilot, writing a pretty girl's
number on his hand. How long ago was that? Where is he now?
Who is he really?

And more to the point... how is he going to get out of this room
alive?

21

Love and Gelato

Jenna Welch

Romance
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A summer in Italy turns into a road trip across Tuscany in this
sweeping New York Times bestseller filled with romance,
mystery, and adventure.

Lina is spending the summer in Tuscany, but she isn’t in the mood
for Italy’s famous sunshine and fairy-tale landscape. She’s only
there because it was her mother’s dying wish that she get to know
her father. But what kind of father isn’t around for sixteen years?
All Lina wants to do is get back home.

But then Lina is given a journal that her mom had kept when she
lived in Italy. Suddenly Lina’s uncovering a magical world of secret
romances, art, and hidden bakeries. A world that inspires Lina,
along with the ever-so-charming Ren, to follow in her mother’s
footsteps and unearth a secret that has been kept for far too long.
It's a secret that will change everything Lina knew about her
mother, her father—and even herself.

People come to Italy for love and gelato, someone tells her, but
sometimes they discover much more.
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When Stars are
Scattered

Victoria
Jamieson &
Omar
Mohamed

Graphic Novel

Omar and his younger brother, Hassan, have spent most of their
lives in Dadaab, a refugee camp in Kenya. Life is hard there: never
enough food, achingly dull, and without access to the medical care
Omar knows his nonverbal brother needs. So when Omar has the




opportunity to go to school, he knows it might be a chance to
WHEN STARS- ° change their future ... but it would also mean leaving his brother,

AR SCATIERED:

the only family member he has left, every day.

Heartbreak, hope, and gentle humor exist together in this graphic
novel about a childhood spent waiting, and a young man who is
able to create a sense of family and home in the most difficult of
settings. It's an intimate, important, unforgettable look at the
VICTORIA JAMIESON day-to-day life of a refugee, as told to New York Times Bestselling

© OMAR MOHAMED B B . . .

author/artist Victoria Jamieson by Omar Mohamed, the Somali man

who lived the story.




