
World Civilization Review – Unit 1 

Mesopotamia: 5 characteristics of a civilization, specialization, institution, social hierarchy, 

Fertile Crescent, Tigris & Euphrates, city-state, empire, cultural diffusion, polytheism, 

ziggurat, cuneiform, empire, Hammurabi’s code, Babylon, inventions 

Egypt: Nile (Upper & Lower, location, length, etc), cataract, delta, theocracy, pharaoh, 

mummification, pyramid, social hierarchy & role of women in Egypt, hieroglyphyics, papyrus, 

Rosetta Stone, Egyptian inventions, dynasty 

Indus Valley: location (subcontinent), environmental advantages/disadvantages, monsoon, 

Harappan civilization, achievements: grid system, indoor plumbing, strong central 

government, etc.  

China: barriers of geography, rivers, Shang Dynasty, rivers, clans, oracle bones, ancestor 

worship, importance of family, writing—characters, advantages of written language, Zhou 

Dynasty, dynastic cycle, Mandate of Heaven, Feudal System, Chinese inventions/achievements 
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