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Collen Masimirembwa is the founding President and Chief Scientific Officer of the African 
Institute of Biomedical Science and Technology, AiBST, www.aibst.com. He previously worked 
for AstraZeneca Pharmaceutical Company in Sweden for 10 years as a Principal Scientist in 
DMK & Bioanalytical Chemistry. With support from various funding organizations (ISP, 
EDCTP, CDC, TWAS, WHO, NIH, NEPAD/SANBIO), companies (AstraZeneca, Novartis, 
Merck) and colleagues in academia and industry, he established AiBST that focuses on drugs and 
diagnostics innovation. He is a Distinguished Professors of Health Sciences at the University of 
Witwatersrand. He is also a Fellow of the Zimbabwe Academy of Sciences (ZAS) and the 
African Academy of Sciences (AAS). Collen is a pioneer of pharmacogenetics research in Africa 
and continues to champion its development to clinical applications. One of his outstanding 
innovations is the precision medicine test, GenoPharmR.  He also runs an outreach program to 
promote biomedical sciences in high schools. 
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