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1 Robert P. Aduan; 
Anthony S. Fauci; 
David C. Dale; 
Joseph H. 
Herzberg; & 
Sheldon M. Wolff 

ADUAN, R. P., FAUCI, A. S., DALE, D. 
C., HERZBERG, J. H., & WOLFF, S. M. 
(1979). Factitious fever and 
self-induced infection: a report of 32 
cases and review of the literature. 
Annals of Internal Medicine, 90(2), 
230-242. 

32 cases and general 
discussion of psych 
involvement, parrot 
excrement injection 
example. 

(paywall) 
http://annals.org/a
rticle.aspx?articlei
d=692753  

★ 

2 Marc Feldman Feldman, M. D. (2000). Munchausen by 
Internet: detecting factitious illness and 
crisis on the Internet. Southern medical 
journal, 93(7), 669-672. 

“Munchausen by Internet”, 
reference to online chat 
rooms. 

(paywall) 
http://europepmc.
org/abstract/med/
10923952  

★ 

3 Julie 
Cunningham, 
Marc Feldman 

Cunningham, J. M., & Feldman, M. D. 
(2011). Munchausen by Internet: 
current perspectives and three new 
cases. Psychosomatics, 52(2), 
185-189. 

A pseudologia fantastica 
definition as well as cases 
of virtual factitious illness 
behavior. 

(paywall) 
http://www.ncbi.nl
m.nih.gov/pubme
d/21397112  

★ 

4 Careerbuilder Careerbuilder, polling performed by 
Harris Poll, 2015 

38% of workers have called 
in sick while feeling fine.  
 
“Employee broke his arm 
reaching to grab a falling 
sandwich.” 

http://www.career
builder.com/share/
aboutus/pressrele
asesdetail.aspx?s
d=10%2F15%2F2
015&id=pr917&ed
=12%2F31%2F20
15  

★ 

5 Marc Feldman Feldman, M. D. (2004). Playing Sick?: 
Untangling the Web of Munchausen 
Syndrome, Munchausen by Proxy, 
Malingering, and Factitious Disorder. 
Routledge. 

 Print - Book (2004 
edition) 

★★★ 

6 Teresa F. Parnell, 
Deborah O. Day 

Parnell, T. F., & Day, D. O. (Eds.). 
(1998). Munchausen by proxy 
syndrome: Misunderstood child abuse. 
Sage Publications. 

Helped me find the 
estimated incidence rates 
for MBP (see #11,12,13) 
1% of asthma cases faked 
from Godding & Kruth 
(1991) 

Print - Book (1998 
edition) 

★ 

7 Rudolph Erich 
Raspe (and 
possibly others, 
according to 
legend) 

Raspe, R. E. (1988). The Travels and 
Surprising Adventures of Baron 
Muchausen. Start Publishing LLC. 
 
Originally published 1785 

Munchausen disorder is 
named for Baron 
Munchausen due to his 
penchant for his frequent 
difficult-to-believe 

Print - Book (1988 
edition) 

★ 
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adventures. 

8 C. Venter, B. 
Pereira, K. Voigt, 
J. Grundy, C. B. 
Clayton, B. 
Higgins, S. H. 
Arshad, and T. 
Dean 
 

Venter, C., Pereira, B., Voigt, K., 
Grundy, J., Clayton, C. B., Higgins, B., 
... & Dean, T. (2008). Prevalence and 
cumulative incidence of food 
hypersensitivity in the first 3 years of 
life. Allergy, 63(3), 354-359. 
 

found that while 34% of the 
parents in a study reported 
their infant child having a 
hypersensitivity to food, a 
careful double-blind 
placebo-controlled food 
challenge found the actual 
incidence to be closer to 
5%. More due to 
hypochondria, but still 
fascinating! 

http://onlinelibrary.
wiley.com/doi/10.1
111/j.1398-9995.2
007.01570.x/full  

 

9 Justin Peters of 
Slate Magazine 

“Pretending that You Have Cancer-- It 
Never Really Ends Well” ​
 
(Slate Magazine - April 2, 2013) 

Faked Cancer article http://www.slate.com/
blogs/crime/2013/04/0
2/victoria_ann_marut_
truman_state_student
_fakes_cancer_plead
s_guilty_to_forging.ht
ml  

★ 

10 Nick Madrigan of 
The Baltimore 
Sun 

“Woman sentenced to 15 years in 
cancer scam” 
 
(The Baltimore Sun - October 28, 2010) 

Faked Cancer article http://articles.baltimor
esun.com/2010-10-28
/news/bs-md-co-leone
-sentencing-20101028
_1_cancer-scam-br-di
na-perouty-leone-neal
-perouty  

★ 

11 Donna A. 
Rosenberg 

Rosenberg, D. A. (1987). Web of 
deceit: a literature review of 
Munchausen syndrome by proxy. Child 
abuse & neglect, 11(4), 547-563. 

9% estimate of MBP 
mortality, 10-25% of 
perpetrators also feign 
illness in themselves 

http://www.sciencedire
ct.com/science/article/
pii/014521348790081
0  

★ 

12 R. Alexander, 
Smith W., and 
Stevenson R 

Alexander, R., Smith, W., & Stevenson, 
R. (1990). Serial Munchausen 
syndrome by proxy. Pediatrics, 86(4), 
581-585. 

31% estimate of MBP 
mortality 

http://pediatrics.aappubli
cations.org/content/86/4/
581?variant=short&sso=
1&sso_redirect_count=1
&nfstatus=401&nftoken=
00000000-0000-0000-00
00-000000000000&nfstat
usdescription=ERROR%
3a+No+local+token  

★ 

13 Mary Sheridan Sheridan, M. S. (2003). The deceit 
continues: an updated literature review 
of Munchausen syndrome by proxy. 
Child abuse & neglect, 27(4), 431-451. 

6% estimate of MBP 
mortality 

http://www.sciencedire
ct.com/science/article/
pii/S01452134030003
09  

★ 

14 EJ Griffiths, R 
Kampa, C 
Pearce, A 
Sakellariou, and 

Griffiths, E. J., Kampa, R., Pearce, C., 
Sakellariou, A., & Solan, M. C. (2009). 
Munchausen's syndrome by Google. 
Annals of the Royal College of 

Example of faked 
radiograph 

http://publishing.rcsen
g.ac.uk/doi/pdf/10.130
8/003588409X391938  

★ 
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MC Solan Surgeons of England, 91(2), 159-160. 

15   Liejacking case http://jama.jamanetwo
rk.com/article.aspx?ar
ticleid=372857  

 

16 Douglas Starr Can you Fake Mental Illness? (Slate 
Magazine, Aug. 7, 2012) 

News Article http://www.slate.com/
articles/health_and_sc
ience/science/2012/08
/faking_insanity_foren
sic_psychologists_det
ect_signs_of_malinge
ring_.html  

 

17 Robin Turner 

“Conman who faked coma for two years 
to avoid trial was spotted shopping in 
Tesco” 
(Mirror, U.K. News - Aug. 26, 2015) 

News Article http://www.mirror.co.u
k/news/uk-news/conm
an-who-faked-coma-t
wo-6315943  

 

18 Peter Jamison 

“Prosecutor says Joshua Hakken faking 
insanity to avoid trial” 
(Tampa Bay Times - March 4, 2014) 

News Article http://www.tampabay.c
om/news/courts/crimin
al/prosecutor-says-jos
hua-hakken-faking-ins
anity-to-avoid-trial/216
8404  
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Creative Commons credits: 
 
“Via Christi Hospital - Patient room” by Ted Eytan via 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/taedc/5092089032 under 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/  
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