Practicing Morphology

Content Specific Examples

These games and ideas provide engaging opportunities for students to reinforce their morphological analysis
skills while having fun and applying their knowledge to real content.

1. Word Building Races:
e Middle School Example: Students compete to create as many words as possible using a given

root, prefix, or suffix within a time limit.

e Root: "bio"

e Suffix: "logy"

e Words created: biology, biologist, biome, biodegradable, antibiotic, etc.
High School Example: Challenge students to construct advanced words by combining multiple
roots, prefixes, and suffixes.

e Roots: "tele," "path"

e Prefix: "mega-"

e Suffix: "-y"

e Word created: telepathy, megatelepathy, telepathically, etc.

2. Morpheme Bingo:
Middle School Example: Play bingo with morphemes instead of numbers. Call out morphemes,

and students mark the corresponding meanings on their cards.
e Morpheme: "auto-"
e Meaning: self
e High School Example: Increase the complexity by including more morphemes and meanings on
the bingo cards.
e Morphemes: "poly-," "morph-," "ism-
e Meanings: many, shape, belief

3. Morpheme Match-Up:
Middle School Example: Provide cards with morphemes and their meanings. Students must

match each morpheme with its correct definition.
e Morpheme: "micro-"

e Meaning: small
High School Example: Introduce a time constraint to make it more challenging. Students race

against the clock to match morphemes and meanings accurately.
e Morpheme: "pre-"
e Meaning: before

4. Morphological Puzzles:
Middle School Example: Create jigsaw puzzles where students assemble words by connecting

morphemes. They must explain the meanings of the words they form.
e Morphemes: "hydro-," "scope"

e Word: microscope
High School Example: Develop more intricate puzzles that involve multiple morphemes to build
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complex terms.
e Morphemes: "neuro-,

trans-," "mitter"
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e Word: neurotransmitter

5. Morpheme Charades:
¢ Middle School Example: Assign each student a morpheme, and have them act out the meaning
without speaking. Classmates guess the morpheme's definition.
e Morpheme: "aud-"
e Meaning: hear
e High School Example: Incorporate advanced morphemes and challenge students to represent
abstract meanings through charades.
e Morpheme: "chrono-"
e Meaning: time
6. Morphological Debates:
e Middle School Example: Organize debates where students argue for or against the importance of
a specific morpheme in the English language.
e Morpheme: "anti-"
e Argument: Anti- adds valuable nuances to word meanings.
e High School Example: Encourage in-depth discussions on the impact of morphemes on language
evolution and meaning.
e Morpheme: "pseudo-"
e Argument: Pseudo- complicates word interpretations.
7. Morpheme Riddles:
e Middle School Example: Craft riddles using morphemes, and students must decipher the
morpheme's meaning to solve the riddle.
e Riddle: "I'm a place with many layers. What am [?"
e Morpheme: "strat-"
e Meaning: layer
e High School Example: Create complex riddles that require knowledge of multiple morphemes.
e Riddle: "I'm an individual who studies ancient life through fossils. What am 1?"
e Morphemes: "paleo-," "ologist"
e Answer: paleontologist
8. Morphological Storytelling:
e Middle School Example: Challenge students to write short stories using a set of assigned
morphemes. They must incorporate the meanings seamlessly.
e Morphemes: "tele-," "port-"
e Story: A teleporter with the ability to travel instantaneously across the world.
e High School Example: Extend the task to longer narratives that explore the complexities of words
derived from morphemes.
e Morphemes: "bio-," "mech-," "anic"
e Story: A biomechanical organism designed for environmental exploration.

By recognizing the importance of literacy skills within their discipline and by integrating literacy
instruction, content-area teachers can enhance student learning, engagement, and success.
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