
Ashley Adamson

2021 Rhode Island State Teacher of the Year

Collaborations, Celebrations, Learning

Date Item Link / Notes Contact

5/24/20 Announced as STOY Announcement

6/3/20 URI Interview Responded to questions about my
experience at URI as well as my
work for the year ahead.

Interview

Jane Fusco

Jane_fusco@uri.edu

(401) 277-5174

6/12/20 Virtual WaterFire
(Surprise)

WaterFire

6/22/20 RI TOY Onboarding Overview of expectations for
2020-2021

Mary Keenan – RIDE

Liz Russillo- 2020 RITOY

6/24/20 Statewide SEL
Committee Meeting

Discussion of SEL during distance
learning and ideas moving forward

Alice Woods- Education Specialist

6/25/20 PBM Interview Responded to questions about my
teaching background and distance
learning.

Cassius Shuman- Shuman@pbn.com

https://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/AdditionalInformation/News/ViewArticle/tabid/408/ArticleId/681/Ashley-Adamson-Selected-as-Rhode-Island-Teacher-of-the-Year.aspx
https://t.co/BEPZaXhHou?amp=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upiAX5-MVPw


(Providence Business
News)

7/2/20 Communications
Onboarding Meeting

Communications/PR advice from
Pete

Pete Janhunen- RIDE

7/14/20 Weekly Meeting

Updates/Action Steps

Planning for DTOY meetings.
National Teacher of the Year
application, platform ideas

Mary Keenan- RIDE

7/20/20 SEL Newsletter Discussed idea of STOY creating a
monthly SEL Newsletter to be sent
out by DTOYs

Alice Woods- Education Specialist

7/21/20 RI TOY Support
Meeting

Overview of responsibilities/supports Mary Keenan- RIDE

Dr. Thomas Kenworthy-
Superintendent

Lisa Little- Principal

7/21/20 Weekly Meeting

Updates/Action Steps

National Teacher Application,
platform ideas, October DTOY
meeting

Mary Keenan- RIDE

7/23/20 Travel Log Set Up
Reviewed STOY landing page on
RIDE website and got my travel log
up and running

Shoba Annavarjula- RIDE



7/28/20 Weekly Meeting

Updates/Action Steps

Planning for October PD and
discussion of my platform ideas Mary Keenan-RIDE

7/31/20 Platform Meeting
Drafted elevator pitch with platform
ideas Mary Keenan-RIDE

8/3/20 Introduction Meeting
Ideas for social and emotional
presentation Aug. 28 and another
one in October

Steve LaBounty-McNair- Educator
Excellence

Kristen Danusis- Educator Excellence

Mary Keenan-RIDE

8/6/20 Weekly Meeting

Updates/Action Steps

Shared SEL presentation and
revised based on feedback Mary Keenan-RIDE

8/11/20 Weekly Meeting

Updates/Action Steps

Planning for October DTOY virtual
meeting as well as breakout session
at Achieving Excellence Conference

Mary Keenan-RIDE

8/12/20 Highlander
Institute/RIDE
Collaboration

Brainstormed ideas for DTOY/FUSE
fellow partnerships to lead
professional learning sessions
during statewide PD days

Kristen Danusis- Educator Excellence

Mary Keenan-RIDE

Maeve Murray- Highlander Institute

mmurray@highlanderinstitute.org



8/18/20 Onboarding
Introductions and discussion of
platforms with Lisa Lisa Foehr- RIDE

8/18/20 Weekly Meeting

Updates/Action Steps

Planning for October DTOY meeting
and Alan Shawn Award Mary Keenan- RIDE

8/19/20 Highlander
Institute/RIDE
Collaboration

Great Teachers in Action Proposal
Kristen Danusis- Educator Excellence

Mary Keenan-RIDE

Maeve Murray- Highlander Institute

mmurray@highlanderinstitute.org

8/25/20 Alan Shawn Feinstein
Award

Discussion of criteria for award
winners (1 elementary and 1 middle
school)

Alan Shawn Feinstein- The Feinstein
Foundation

Lily- The Feinstein Foundation

Mary Keenan- RIDE

8/27/20 Weekly Meeting

Updates/Action Steps

Planned for September DTOY
meeting and survival kits. Also
discussed updates with GTA.

Mary Keenan- RIDE

8/27/20 Cox Sponsorship
Potential ideas for collaboration and
sponsorship with Cox Mary Keenan- RIDE

Andy Andrade- RIDE



Stephanie Federico- Cox

Ross Nelson- Cox

8/27/20 SEL Presentation
Presentation

8/28/20 SEL Presentation
Presentation

8/31/20 Weekly Meeting

Updates/Action Steps

Finalized DTOY Survival Kit and
discussed next steps for GTA Mary Keenan- RIDE

9/8/20 RIDE Day
- Met with Josh to discuss

shoutouts
- Finalized September agenda
- Worked on GTA series

template

Joshua Flanigan- RIDE

Mary Keenan- RIDE

9/11/20 GTA Series
Worked with Maeve to finalize
template for GTA, timeline,and
agenda for informational meeting

Maeve Murray- Highlander Institute

9/15/20 GTA Series
Held informational session for
October presenters Maeve Murray- Highlander Institute

9/17/20 Back to School Ad
Filmed back to school ad and radio
recording with RDW Group Pete Janhunen- RIDE

9/22/20 RIDE Day
- Worked on November

timeline with Maeve for GTA
Series

Alan Shawn Feinstein- The Feinstein
Foundation

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/search?q=sel%20presentation
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/search?q=sel%20presentation


- Weekly meeting with Mary
- ASF follow up call to finalize

criteria
- Planned presentation for

October PD day

Lily- The Feinstein Foundation

Mary Keenan- RIDE

Maeve Murray- Highlander Institute

9/23/20 DTOY Cohort Meeting
Slide Deck

10/7/20 RIDE Day
- ASF proposal
- CCC proposal with Erin
- Presentation with Maeve
- Meeting with Josh to discuss

social media with DTOYs
- Internal Agenda for October

DTOY meeting

Mary Keenan- RIDE

Erin Escher- Science Specialist RIDE

Josh Flanigan- RIDE

Michael O’Connor- RIDE

Joy Souza- Director RIDE

Clayton- RIDE

10/8/20 Classroom visit with
Providence Journal

Article

10/17/20 Golden Apples

10/19/20 GTA Presentation
Presentation

10/20/20 Statewide SEL
Committee Meeting

-updates on SEL in RI

https://classroom.google.com/c/MTU5MTk5MDE4MTY3/a/MTY4ODQ2NzA0NjA5/details
https://www.providencejournal.com/news/20201009/at-hathaway-elementary-in-portsmouth-no-masking-this-kids-are-happy-to-be-back
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1lWT-nEReiQrMw1x65f4_ocPn5gEPMk6tIjA6ZfQBNnM/edit?usp=sharing


- SEL PL opportunities to share
with cohort

10/21/20 DTOY Cohort Meeting
Slide Deck

10/23/20 Educators in Action
- Created this iMovie to

showcase the hard work and
dedication of RI teachers

Video

DTOY Cohort

10/28/20 Cox Commercial
- Filmed script with Vic for Cox

commercial with AIG and
Governor Raimondo

Vic Ramos-RIDE

11/16/20 Great Teachers i n
Action

11/18/20 GTA Overview Session
- Overview for January

presenters Maeve Murray- Highlander

11/19/21 Golden Apples

11/24/20 BE-PLN Overview
- Presented words of

encouragement and
motivation at BE-PLN
overview

Angelica Infante-Green-
Commissioner

Michael O’Connor- RIDE

Joy Souza- Director RIDE

https://classroom.google.com/c/MTU5MTk5MDE4MTY3/a/MjAwNzM4OTEwMzQx/details
https://drive.google.com/file/d/142nuh5grt-nPS0gZi8TX4Q8qZGXKcAJY/view?usp=sharing


Clayton- RIDE

12/8/20 Statewide SEL
Committee Meeting

- Reviewed SEL endorsement
Alice Woods- RIDE

1/13/21 DTOY-Leadership
Conference

Slide Deck

1/20/21` Interview for Scarlett
Lewis Choose Love
Newsletter

Interview Questions

1/14/21 Golden Apples

1/25/21 Great Teachers in
Action

2/11/21 Golden Apples

2/24/21 Met with Commissioner
AIG

- We met to discuss Teacher
Appreciation Week, the
DTOY cohort, and my
platform work.

3/10/21 DTOY March Meeting
Slide Deck

3/11/21 TOY Process Meeting
- Met to discuss interview

process for next TOY

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aP0YjJHa3T5yzN_GSU3vNLIx-rCDzRVT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bxlt-jTmto3PmopUo_LSV3bS7QOVPVVm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pCvVou4wGKFiyOnVq-v0TKshYWyxOoQK/view?usp=sharing


3/15/21 Great Teachers in
Action

3/18/21 Students featured in
Choose Love
Newsletter

- My students were featured in
their “pieces of me” project as
well as their “brave breath
poses”.

3/31/21 TOY Interviews

4/7/21 Jack (my son) featured
in Choose Love
Newsletter

- Jack featured in his “love
mobile” spreading kindness
around the neighborhood.

4/8/21 Commissioner AIG
Mystery Reader

- During the final vote of our
March Madness book
tournament, Commissioner
AIG was a mystery reader in
my class.

4/14/21 DTOY 1 Hour PD
Slide Deck

5/6/21 PBS Project
- PBS came to my school to

film the “Letters of Hope”
project.

- PBS Clip

5/20/21 Golden Apples

6/2/21 GTA Debrief Meeting
- Met to debrief on GTA series

and plan for next steps.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hRVMJJZB7spOQqvj7W4qGLkPUYzIxpQ-/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=syE4H_7tPqM


6/9/21 Cranston CTE Awards
- Presented RIDE Future

Educator Scholarship and
Senior Pinning

6/10/21 Golden Apples

6/16/21 Milken Panel Review
- Met to review Milken

candidates

6/17/21 2022 TOY
Announcement


