
 
 

APA Format 
Reference Rubric 

Common Assessment 

Meets  
Expectations 

3 
 

Approaching 
Expectations 

2 

Beginning 
Expectations 

1 

Not Meeting 
Expectations 

0 

Citations Formatted 
Correctly (x4) 
APA Format: OWL Purdue   

All citations are formatted in 
correct APA Citation Format (x4) 

One or two errors in APA Citation 
format. (x4) 

Several Errors in APA Citation 
Format (x4) 

No APA citation formatting 
attempted.(x4) 

Font, Font Size Font and font size are correct, 
Times New Roman, size 12. 

  Incorrect font and font size. 

Heading Heading correct.  
●​ Reference one citation, 

References more than 
one citation. 

●​ Heading is in 
bold,center aligned at 
the top of the page  

●​ Double spaced to the 
first citation. 

One error in the heading format: 
●​ Reference vs. 

References is incorrect 
or 

●​ Heading is in not in 
bold, or center aligned 
at the top of the page  
or 

●​ Not double spaced to 
the first citation. 
 

More than one error:  
●​ Reference vs. 

References is incorrect 
and 

●​ Heading is in not in 
bold, or center aligned 
at the top of the page  
and 

●​ Not double spaced to 
the first citation. 
 

No heading on the document. 

Line Spacing Entire citation page is double 
spaced. 

●​ Spacing error from 
heading to first citation  
or 

●​ Spacing error within 
citations 

 Spacing errors in heading and 
citation page. 

Hanging Indent Hanging indent is formatted 
correctly on all citations. 

 Hanging indent attempted, 
formatted incorrectly. 

No hanging indent. 

Alphabetical Order All citations are in alphabetical 
order. 

One or two errors in alphabetical 
order. 

Several errors in alphabetical 
order. 

No alphabetical order. 

Links All links are active.  One or two links are not active. Several links are not active. No links are active. 

30 Point APA 
Reference Grade 

    

 
 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/reference_list_basic_rules.html

