
17 April 2025 

Dear President Levine and Members of the Brandeis Board of Trustees: 

Ongoing attacks on American universities threaten bedrock principles of a 
democratic society, including rights of free expression, association, and inquiry. In 
light of this unprecedented assault, we urge Brandeis's leadership to do four things: 

1. Legally contest and refuse to comply with unlawful demands that threaten 
academic freedom and university self-governance. Freedom from political 
interference has allowed American universities to lead the world in scientific and 
medical innovation, from which our entire country benefits. 

2. Work with other universities and  Brandeis' own alumni networks to mount a 
coordinated opposition to these anti-democratic attacks. 

3. Protect science and other research at Brandeis from funding cutoffs by providing 
legal and financial support to affected scholars and research units, mobilizing 
extraordinary resources as necessary. 

4. Defend the rights to free speech on campus recognized in the Principles of Free 
Speech and Free Expression, including by assisting community members at risk of 
government infringement on this right, whether through immigration action or 
other means. Protect students by developing a clear “anti-Doxxing” policy based on 
our Handbook prohibitions on bullying, intimidation and harassment. 

 

Signed, 

1.​ Abigail Cooper, History 
2.​ Adrianne Krstansky, Theater Arts 
3.​ Aida Yuen Wong, Fine Arts 
4.​ Albion Lawrence, Physics 
5.​ Alice Kelikian, History 
6.​ Avital Rodal, Biology 
7.​ Ben Gomes-Casseres, Business School 
8.​ Bernadette Brooten, NEJS, WGS, PRS, AGRS 
9.​ Brian A. Horton  ​ Anthropology and WGS 

10. Brian Swingle, Physics 
11. Bruce Goode, Biology Department 



12. Camila Maroja, Fine Arts 
13. Caren Irr, English 
14. Carolyn Abbott, Mathematics 
15. Catherine Theobald, Romance Studies 
16. ChaeRan Freeze, NEJS and WGS 
17. Charles C. Chester, Environmental Studies Program 
18. Charlotte Powley, Legal Studies + ENACT 
19. Dan Breen, Legal Studies 
20. Dan Kryder​ Politics 
21. Daniel Bergstresser, School of Business and Economics 
22. Daniel Ruberman, Mathematics 
23. Dar Brooks Hedstrom, CEMS & NEJS 
24. David Powelstock, GRALL, COML 
25. David Sherman, English 
26. Dorothy Kim, English 
27. Dougie Smith, Legal Studies 
28. Douglas Theobald, Biochemistry 
29. Eileen McNamara, Journalism 
30. Elizabeth Ferry, Anthropology 
31. Ellen Kellman, NEJS 
32. Ellen Schattschneider, Anthropology 
33. Ellen Wright, Psychology 
34. Emilie Connolly, History 
35. Eric Chasalow , Music 
36. Eugene Sheppard, NEJS 
37. Eve Marder, Biology, Neuroscience, Volen 
38. Fernando Rosenberg, Romance Studies 
39. Gary H. Jefferson, Economics 
40. Gerald Schwarz, Mathematics 
41. Gina Turrigiano, Dept of Biology and Neuroscience Program 
42. Govind P. Sreenivasan, History 
43. Gowri Vijayakumar    ​ Sociology and WGS 
44. Gregory L. Freeze, History 
45. Hollie Harder, Romance Studies 
46. Howie Tam, English 
47. Hyunjun Yang, Biochemistry 
48. Ilana Szobel, NEJS and WGS 
49. Irina Dubinina, GRALL 
50. Irving Epstein, Chemistry 
51. James Haber, Biology 
52. James Mandrell, Romance Studies 
53. Janet McIntosh, Anthropology 



54. Javier Urcid   Anthropology 
55. Jennifer Cleary, Theater Arts 
56. Jerome Tharaud, English 
57. Jill Greenlee   Politics and WGS 
58. Jody Hoffer Gittell, Heller 
59. Joel Cutcher-Gershenfeld, Heller School 
60. John Plotz, English 
61. Jonathan Anjaria, Anthropology 
62. Jonathan Decter, Near Eastern and Judaic Studies 
63. Jonathan Krasner, Department of Near Eastern and Judaic Studies 
64. Joseph Reimer, Education 
65. Josh Wolk, Journalism   
66. Kristen Turpin, Romance Studies 
67. Laura Jockusch   ​ NEJS 
68. Laura Miller, Sociology 
69. Leah Gordon, Education Program 
70. Leslie Griffith, Biology 
71. Lisa Fishbayn Joffe, NEJS/ HBI 
72. Lizbeth Hedstrom, Biology 
73. Mark Adler, Math 
74. Mark Berger  Music 
75. Marya Levenson, Education 
76. Matthew Fraleigh, GRALL, EAS 
77. Matthew Headrick, Physics 
78. Matthew Liebman, Environmental Studies 
79. Maura Jane Farrelly, American Studies 
80. Melissa Johannes, Legal Studies 
81. Melissa McKenna, Legal Studies 
82. Melissa Stimell, Legal Studies Program 
83. Michael Marr, Biology 
84. Michael Randall, Romance Studies 
85. Michael Rosbash, Biology 
86. Michael Willrich, History 
87. Naghmeh Sohrabi, History and Crown Center 
88. Neil Swidey, Journalism 
89. Nina (Cornelia) Kammerer, Heller School 
90. Paola Servino, ROMS 
91. Paul Anskat, Sociology 
92. Paul DiZio, Psychology/Neuroscience 
93. Paul Jankowski, History 
94. Paul Miller, Neuroscience and Biology 
95. Peter Kalb, Fine Arts 



96. Piali Sengupta    ​ Biology and Neuroscience 
97. Pito Salas    ​ , Computer science  
98. Prakash Kashwan, ENVS 
99. Rachel Kramer Theodorou, Education 
100.   ​ Rajesh Sampath, Heller 
101.   ​ Rebecca Torrey, Math 
102.   ​ Robert Duff  ​Music 
103.   ​ Robin Feuer Miller, German, Russian, and Asian Languages and 
Literature 
104.   ​ Rosalind Kabrhel, Legal Studies 
105.   ​ Ruth Charney, Mathematics 
106.   ​ Sabine von Mering, GRALL/WGS 
107.   ​ Sacha Nelson, Biology and Neuroscience 
108.   ​ Sally Warner, ENVS 
109.   ​ Sara Shostak, Sociology  
110.   ​ Sarah Curi, Legal Studies & Health: Science, Society & Policy 
111.   ​ Sarah Lamb, Anthropology and Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
112.   ​ Sarah Mayorga, Sociology 
113.   ​ Siri Suh, Sociology 
114.   ​ Sophia A. Malamud, Comp.  Science, Linguistics, Computational 
Linguistics  
115.   ​ Sophia Niehaus, Romance Studies   
116.   ​ Stephen D. Van Hooser, Biology 
117.   ​ Stephen McCauley, English/Creative Writing 
118.   ​ Stephen Whitfield, American Studies 
119.   ​ Steve Dowden, GRALL 
120.​ Steven Wilson    ​ Politics 
120.   ​ Sue Lanser, Comparative Literature, English, and WGS 
121.   ​ Suzanne Paradis, Biology and Neuroscience 
122.   ​ Thomas A. King, English 
123.   ​ Timothy Street,     ​ Biochemistry 
124.   ​ Toni Shapiro-Phim, CAST 
125.   ​ Tory Fair, Fine Arts 
126.   ​ Ulka Anjaria, English 
127.   ​ William Flesch, English 
128.   ​ Ziva Hassenfeld, Education 
 
 
 
 

 


