
Attn: ​ Karyn Scherer, Editor 
​ Mark Broatch, Books Editor 
 
 
Tēnā kōrua Karyn and Mark, 
 
Recently the Listener published some reviews by Nicholas Reid, one of which was a review 
of Echidna by essa may ranapiri. Reid has uploaded a longer version of this to his personal 
blog, Reid’s Reader. You can find it using this link but here is an excerpt: 
 

Essa May Ranapiri prefers to be designated as “they”. This signals being sexually 
non-binary, as does the poet’s photo on the back cover where the hairy-chested 
poet is wearing lipstick and a dress. Dare I say that I find this usage not only alien 
but also confusing? “They” refers to plurality. Were I to write “They wrote this 
book” you, like 99% of people, would immediately assume that more than one 
person wrote this book. This being the case I will not refer in this review to “they” 
but instead will designate the author as “poet”. 
 

Perhaps this was included in the first draft that was sent to you; perhaps this is the first you 
are hearing of this. Regardless, this is a deliberately harmful display of ignorance that serves 
the purpose of questioning the validity of essa’s identity, and, by extension, of trans, 
takatāpui, and non-binary people as a whole. The description of essa’s author photo (given 
the context in which it appears) has been included to further denigrate essa’s gender 
identity and expression. Takatāpui is a Māori identity encompassing gender expression and 
sexuality, and essa choosing to express this via their author photo should be celebrated. 
Saying that the reviewer finds this “alien” and “confusing” speaks to the reviewer's own 
ignorance, rather than the content of the writing, and has no place in a poetry review.   
 
Later in the same review, Reid refers to essa using the pronouns ‘he’ and ‘his’. Intentionally 
using the wrong pronouns for the author when they have been clearly stated is both rude 
and harmful. Given the lengths Reid has gone to in justifying his ignorant and 
unconventional approach to essa’s pronouns, this reads as a pointed and deliberate attempt 
to humiliate the author. 
 
The singular use of the ‘they’ pronoun in English can be found as early as 1375. Neutral 
third‐person singular pronouns existed in Old English nearly a thousand years before that. 
There is a long‐established precedent for the use of neutral third‐person pronouns in the 
singular sense. Even if this were not the case, poetry is a medium in which binaries and 
restrictions of language can be challenged. Language is ever-evolving. We use the singular 
‘they’ consistently in our day-to-day, most prevalently when we do not know the gender or 
pronouns of the person we are speaking about. For example, if one did not know who Reid 
was, they might ask, “Did you hear about that transphobic poetry reviewer? I forget their 
name but they’ve got some poorly concealed hang-ups about queer people.” Reid knows 
this. From what we understand, he has previously taught Shakespeare, an author who 
frequently used the singular ‘they’, at times even when the gender of the subject is known. 

http://reidsreader.blogspot.com/search/label/Essa%20May%20Ranapiri


He is doing what many people have done before: feigning ignorance and kicking up a stink 
about pronouns when really their issue is with trans, takatāpui, and non-binary people 
living loudly and proudly. 
 
Even if we suspend disbelief and read Reid’s confusion as genuine, it becomes a clear (and 
self-confessed) demonstration of ignorance when it comes to how language works. Should 
such a person be platformed as a poetry reviewer when they do not have basic parsing 
skills? 
 
This is not an isolated incident. It is well known within the poetry communities that Reid 
writes reviews that are riddled with ad hominem attacks against authors, particularly queer 
authors, and authors who challenge whiteness and colonialism. This is not to say a review 
cannot be critical or find fault with a collection, but Reid writes with an intent to tear down 
based on matters unrelated to poetry. Students in universities are marked down for being 
too biographical in essays about texts, yet Reid writes large paragraphs on the intersecting 
identities of the poets he reviews. 
 
We request that you consider platforming other poetry reviewers. Reid should not be paid 
to review queer works. The transphobia in this review is inappropriate, and actively harms 
the author and the wider queer community. Given the current climate of transphobic 
hatred in Aotearoa (see Bethlehem College, Gloria of Greymouth, and Rainbow Youth 
Tauranga), it is important to do whatever we can to uplift and show support for those 
targeted. This is an example of something tangible the Listener can do to step up to the 
plate.  
 
It is clear that Reid cannot conceal his disdain for communities he does not understand. 
This review in its entirety was not published within your pages, but platforming writers 
who are openly bigoted elsewhere signals that such matters are unimportant to your 
publication. This is especially the case given this review is an extended version of the one 
you published.  
 
It would be irresponsible to platform similar reviews from Reid given the clear and 
unapologetic bias he holds against the queer community.  
 
Signed by, 
 
Lily Holloway 
Angela Zhang  
Claire Lacey 
Jane Arthur 
Bella Bolter 
eel mag 
Sam Brooks 
Kate Aschoff / bad apple 
Jay Smith 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/bay-of-plenty/300613838/school-told-trans-student-god-doesnt-make-mistakes--then-they-tried-to-kill-themselves
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Virginia Kennard 
Sam Coley  
Zenobia Frost (Australia) 
Robin Wolf 
Caryl Loria Illana 
Maddi Rowe 
Leah Dodd 
Bob LeFridge 
Ella Borrie 
Vanessa Mei Crofskey/Pantograph Punch  
Bo Moore 
Rowan Moulder  
Devon Webb 
Toyah Webb 
Amanda Hunt 
Julie Zhu 
Marie Hodgkinson 
Marty Smith 
Jackie Lee Morrison 
Caitlin Merriman 
Cat Ruka 
Loretta Riach  
Emily Crawford 
Tara Black 
Claire Mabey 
Paula Harris 
Jordan Hamel 
Ben Fagan / Motif Poetry Trust 
Francis Cooke 
Cadence Chung 
Aimee-Jane Anderson-O’Connor 
Helen Rickerby 
Chris Tse 
Caoimhe McKeogh  
Dani Yourukova 
Rebecca Hawkes  
Caroline Shepherd 
Laura Vincent 
Sage Anastasi 
Louise Hutt 
Eamonn Marra 
Morgan Bach 
Hannah Mettner 
Sugar Magnolia Wilson 
Hamish Noonan 



Alexander Cheeseman 
Venetia King 
Gilbert Ostini 
Lucy Diver 
Strahan Cole 
Tate Fountain 
Jennifer O’Sullivan​
Mikee Sto Domingo 
David Thomsen 
Stacey Teague 
Alie Benge 
Briar Lawry 
Uther Dean 
Niamh Hollis-Locke 
Carin Smeaton 
Jennifer Cheuk  
Aidan Dayvyd  
Marian Evans 
Rebecca Hawkes 
Morgan Tupaea 
Sarah Jane Barnett 
Trish Veltman 
Cassandra Tse 
Saraid de Silva 
Vondy Thornton 
Emma Hislop 
Pani Arapata Tipoki 
Cassie Hart 
James Wenley 
Nina Mingya Powles 
Jade Kake 
Jana Mittelstaedt  
Nicole Skews-Poole  
Maia Ingoe 
Rachel O’Neill 
Sophie Rae-Jordan 
Izzy Lomax-Sawyers 
Natasha Lampard 
Melinda Szymanik 
Moira Clunie MNZM 
Leliel Trethowen 
Erin Donohue 
Helen Heath 
Steph Matuku  
Xiaole Zhan 



Anna Kate Blair 
Jenny Nimon 
Tina Makereti 
Harold Coutts 
Nick Wilson 
Alison Glenny 
Makyla Curtis 
Scott Daly 
Sean Vartiainen 
Fiona Graham 
Naomi Arnold  
M Grace-Stent 
Hana Pera Aoake  
Kathleen Bradley 
Jay Nieuwland 
Emily Parr 
Scott Pilkington  
Elliot Weir 
Max Tweedie 
Ray Shipley 
Laura Surynt 
Una Cruickshank  
Nathan Joe 
Faith Wilson/Saufo`i Press  
Ana McAllister 
Andi Buchanan  
Kirsten McDougall 
Grace Shelley /Overcommunicate Magazine 
Rose Peoples 
Claire Orchard 
Natasha van Etten  
Sarah Jane Parton 
Josiah Morgan 
Joanna Cho 
Erik Kennedy 
Laura Jean McKay 
Anna Reed  
Naomii Seah 
Lauren Donald 
Ethan Te Ora 
Daniel Goodwin 
David Large 
Lynn Davidson 
Georgie Llewellyn  
Melanie Harding-Shaw 



Ru Pirie-Hunter 
Silke Hartung  
Martyn Pepperell 
Erin Ramsay 
Melissa Oliver  
Vanessa Williams 
Kate Duignan  
Pip Adam 
Alison Studans 
Liv McKenzie 
M R. X. Dentith 
Jo Scully 
Aleisha Ward 
Frances Libeau 
Teresa Lee 李慧 
Stephanie Rodgers 
Kiri Goss 
Jake Sandom 
Will Hansen 
Kyra Lawler 
Rhys Feeney 
Catherine Robertson  
Nicole Titihuia Hawkins 
Tori Mitchell 
Sophia Good 
Claire Harris​
Amy Crerar 
Ariadne Baltazar 
Louise Wallace 
Rachel Cooper 
Moata Tamaira 
Chris Price 
Emma Espiner  
Chelsea Torrance 
Casey Lucas 
Leilani Thompson-Rikys  
Deimos Thompson-Rikys  
Kellie Hailes 
Audrey Baldwin 
Dave Agnew  
Noelle McCarthy 
Emily Brill-Holland 
Sally Harper  
Anuja Mitra 
AJ Fitzwater 



Jade Doglione 
Bridget Conor 
Katherine Boag 
Kat Lawrie 
Alastair Cottle 
Rebekah Graham  
Dick Whyte 
Sophie Newton 
Sam Elworthy 
Kieran Bennett 
Johanna Knox 
Sarah Weakley 
Johnny Crawford 
Tehnuka Ilanko 
Alana Rodrigues-Birch 
M. Darusha Wehm 
Jordan Tricklebank 
Philippa Werry 
Brydan Smith 
Giovanni Tiso 
Carole Beu 
Sherry Zhang 
Freya Daly Sadgrove 
Rebecca Shaw 
Ash Davida Jane 
Hannah Wilson 
Therese Lloyd 
Heath Anderson 
Emma Barnes 
Theresa Crewdson 
Octavia Cade 
William Goodbourn (Australia) 
Jasmine Sargent 
Sarah Hendrica Bickerton 
Abby Irwin 
Sue Orr 
Janne Song  
James Pasley 
Ryn Yee 
Maria Williams 
Tabatha Wood 
Jenna Wee 
Helen Lehndorf 
Finnian Robertson 
Kate Spencer  



Rebecca Priestley  
Michalia Arathimos 
Emily Perkins 
Rachael King 
Sayaka Kirkman 
Ruby Solly​
Sarah Young 
Jennifer-Rose Goddard 
Martin Patrick 
Gillian Roach 
Rosie Leadbitter  
Alyssa Rahurahu 
Michelle Rahurahu 
Jefferson Dew 
Jiaqiao Liu  
Susan Pearce  
Poppia Marriott 
Mark Rous 
Sinead Overbye 
Emma Joyce  
Gail Ingram 
Patricia Bell 
Catherine Langford 
Vicky Weeds 
Nick Ascroft 
Holly Hunter 
Briar Pomana 
Libby Greatnews 
Rachael Naomi 
Jade Kaukau  
Katie Smith 
Sophie Simons Nyssen 
Murdoch Stephens 
Cerys Fletcher 
Brannavan Gnanalingam 
James Littlewood 
Jayne Mulligan 
Kōtuku Titihuia Nuttall 
Allan Drew 
Eamonn Tee 
River Wicks  
Laura Johnstone 
Frances Belt 
Ankh Spice 
Blake Spurdle 



Michael Giacon 
Russell Kirkpatrick 
Madeleine Mironuk  
Roman Sigley 
Emily Writes  
Abby Aitcheson 
Manon Revuelta  
Tiffany Matsis 
Abigail Johnson 
Linda Collins 
Rachel Trow 
Sophie Meekan 
Alice Canton 
Gemma Browne/Gem Wilder 
Adeline Cook 
Mainard Larkin 
Lynda Scott Araya 
Colleen Maria Lenihan 
Jo Moon 
Molly Coombes 
Simie Simpson 
Liz Breslin 
Eliana Gray  
Danny Bauld 
Elizabeth Knox 
Liam Hinton  
Dadon Rowell 
Anna Applin 
Kathryn Carmody  
Tracey Schuyt 
Sam Keenan 
Eleanor Rose King Merton 
dee earle 
H-J Kilkelly 
Bridget Simpson  
Semira Davis 
Nithya Narayanan 
Laura Williamson  
Annabel Wilson 
Fiona Ting 
Matthew Whiteman 
Elspeth Tilley  
Laura Borrowdale 
Emily Lane 
Rimu Bhooi 



Lia McGuire 
Claire Black 
Izzy Robinson 
Sam Orchard 
Jean Sergent 
Danielle Marks 
Catherine Chidgey 
Jessica Hinerangi T.C/Māori Mermaid 
Terin Hastelow 
Cissy Rock 
Finn Hitch 
Keimarire Tibble-Brown 
Charlie Zonnevylle  
Ashleigh Young 
Rachel Kleinsman  
Ruth Pearson  
Vee Blackwood 
Elise Campbell 
Emma Densem 
Sarah Forster  
The Sapling  
Scarlett McAvinue-Northcott 
Jan Logie 
Charlotte Doyle 
Jessica Godfrey 
Fergus Barrowman 
Jaimee Thomas 
Joy Holley 
Cian Sutherland 
Chye-Ling Huang 
Mitchell Williams 
Emery North 
Jackson McCarthy 
Jahra Wasasala 
Ooshcon  
Rosabel Tan 
Alice Te Punga Somerville  
Lara Allan 
Kirsten Marsh 
Gwyn Easterbrook-Smith  
Shaneel Lal  
Kylie Stewart 
C Tepania 
Joe Parker 
Ryan D. Fong 



Damien Wilkins 
Divyaa Kumar 
Joanna Kidman 
Monique van Alphen Fyfe 
Kayli Taylor 
Bridget Riggir-Cuddy 
Lucy Telfar Barnard 
Claudia Jardine 
Caren Wilton​
Rhi Munro 
Nikki Hessell 
David Larsen 
Anna Jackson-Scott 
John Palethorpe 
Anna Bensky 
Craig Gamble 
Ross Palethorpe 
Julie Miller 
Gina Hart 
Sophia Sherwood 
Stephen Clarke 
Sylvia Giles 
Erica Stretton 
Georgi Hampton 
Grant Smithies 
Lani Young  
Courtney Sina Meredith 
Lil O’Brien 
Gary Graham 
Jackie Clark QSM 
Nick Gastrell 
Liv Hall 
Emma Marr 
Paula Green 
kī anthony  
Tam Clemerson  
Sophie Thompson 
 
Additional Signatures (post 21/07) (if you would like to be added to this list, you 
can leave a comment) 
 
Tracey Slaughter 
Meri Haami 
Ime Corkery 
Hinemoana Baker 



Cassandra Barnett 
Rushi Vyas 
Claire Bogen 
Sara Hirsch 
Claire O’Loughlin 
Marama Salsano 
Margo Montes de Oca 
Jenna Thoms 
Jack Ross 
Gina Leslie 
Joan Fleming 
Arihia Latham 
Robert Sullivan 
Modi Deng 
Tim Jones 
Sarah Bolland 
Hamish Catherwood 
Corum Delacey 
Henry Paul 
Ben Jamieson 
Michael Magness 
Joshua Lewis 
 
List of Queer Reviewers: 
 
Michelle Rahurahu 
Jay Nieuwland 
Cassandra Barnett 
harold coutts 
Michaela Keeble 
Ash Davida Jane 
Chris Tse 
Maddi Rowe 
Lily Holloway 
Leah Dodd 
Vanessa Mei Crofskey 
Sherry Zhang 
Nathan Joe 
Saraid de Silva 
Courtney Sina Meredith 
Nuanzhi Zheng 郑暖之 
Cassie Hart 
Hinemoana Baker 
Jordan Hamel 
Liz Breslin 



Damien Levi 
Cadence Chung 
Gem Wilder 
Dani Yourukova 
Tate Fountain 
Rebecca Hawkes  
Briar Lawry 
Marian Evans 
Saraid de Silva 
Sarah Jane Barnett 
Anna Kate Blair 
Hana Pera Aoake  
Darryl Cousins 
Elliot Weir 
Josiah Morgan 
Naomii Seah  
Pip Adam 
Frances Libeau 
Clara van Wel 
Freya Daly Sadgrove 
Lawrence Brock 
Leanne Radojkovich 
Alice Canton 
Sinead Overbye 
Patricia Bell 
Sophie Simons Nyssen 
Jenna Todd 
Katrina Tamaira 
Karuna Thurlow  
dee earle  
Michaela Henry 
Eliana Gray  
Rimu Bhooi  
Robert Sullivan 
Kirsten Marsh 
Shaneel Lal 
Simie Simpson 
Elle Kingsbury 
Ed Hayes 
Sophie McLeish 
Sara Hirsch 
Scott Beccard 
Hamish Catherwood 
 


