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Bio: 

 
JongChul Kim is the founder and program director for the public interest lawyers’ 

organization, Advocates for Public Interest Law (APIL) in Seoul. He holds an LL.M. from 
Korea Graduate University and an LL.B. from Korea University and obtained his 

Certificate in Law at the Judicial Research and Training Institute. 
 

His work focuses on the rights of vulnerable migrants in Korea, including refugees, 
victims of human trafficking, and migrant detainees. He also specializes in business and 

human rights, and monitors human rights abuses committed by Korean companies 
Overseas. 

 
In 2011-2012, he served as chair of the human rights department for the Korean Bar 

Association. In 2016, the Korean Bar Association awarded Kim with the prize for “Best 
Public Interest Lawyer.” In 2018, Kim received the Trafficking in Persons Report Hero 

Award from the U.S. State Department. 
 

Kim is currently a visiting fellow in Human Rights Program of Harvard Law School 
researching the rights of non-citizens by international human rights treaties. 
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