William P. Gorman Fort Banks Elementary School

101 Kennedy Road, Winthrop, MA 02152
Mrs. Kristen Reynolds, Acting Principal

kreynolds@winthrop.k12.ma.us
617-846-5509 Ext. 3562

Tuesday, November 5, 2024

Important Dates:
There is No School on Monday, November 11, 2024-Veterans’ Day
All of the Wednesdays in November are Early Release Days.

Wednesday, November 6, 2024 Early Release Day Parent Conferences
Friday, November 8, 2024 School Wide Assembly

Monday, November 11, 2024 No School-Veterans Day

Wednesday, November 13, 2024 Early Release Day Parent Conferences
Friday, November 15, 2024, 6:00 PM PTO Musical Bingo, Winthrop Yacht Club
Wednesday, November 20, 2024 Early Release Day Parent Conferences
Wednesday, November 27, 2024 Early Release Day Thanksgiving Break
Thursday & Friday, November 28-29, 2024 No School-Thanksgiving Break

Week of December 2, 2024 Book Fair

Wednesday-Friday, December 11-13, 2024  Curious Creatures, sponsored by GFB PTO
Wednesday, December 11, 2024 PTO Meeting Meeting Dates

Friday December 13, 2024 Term 1 Report Cards Distributed
Monday-Wednesday, No School-Holiday Break

December 23, 2024-January 1, 2025 School resumes on Thursday, January 2, 2025

GFB School Hours:

Full Day Schedule Half Day Schedule
Preschool: 8:00-10:30 AM, 10:30 AM-1:00 PM Preschool: 10:30 AM Dismissal
Kindergarten: 7:50 AM-1:50 PM Kindergarten: 10:40 AM Dismissal
Grades 1 & 2: 7:50 AM-2:10 PM Grades 1 & 2:11:00 AM Dismissal
Breakfast is available Supervision in Gym (Grades 1 & 2) and Multipurpose
7:20-7:40 AM Room (Kindergarten) 7:30 AM-7:50 AM
All K-2 Students should be in the Multipurpose Room or Gym, ready to file to their classrooms before 7:50 AM

Message from Mrs. Reynolds

Thank you to everyone who has reached out to me this past week with well wishes. Thank you also to the PTO
for the impromptu welcome breakfast yesterday morning. It is so nice to be welcomed into this role by all of
you. As the new GFB Principal, I'd like to share a little information about myself:

I live in Winthrop with my husband Dave. Dave works for NBC Universal and is the current Commodore at the
Cottage Park Yacht Club. | serve as President of the Ladies Bowling League at CPYC. We have two adult
children, Kate and David, who are both former GFB students. | enjoy reading, swimming, bowling, biking and
doing word puzzles and logic games on the iPad. | currently have a 519 day streak on Duolingo!

Raised in a family of educators, | attended the Winthrop Public Schools through grade 8 and earned a
Bachelor's Degree from Boston College in Mathematics and a Masters Degree in Elementary Education from
Lesley College. | have taught in the Winthrop Public School District since 1991, beginning in the Computer
Lab at the N. E. Willis School and then transitioning to the role of third grade teacher, where | spent the bulk of



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q5nOS2yQSQQaN8eAmM_2cuHeFtO0MNQg44Gg3FA69x0/view

my career, teaching at the Willis School, the Cummings School and 5 years at the Gorman Fort Banks. (Yes, at
two different times, third graders came to the Fort!!) After 33 years of teaching, | was hired as Interim Assistant
Principal at the GFB in September of 2023 and was officially named Assistant Principal in the Spring of 2024. |
have been fortunate to learn from many wonderful principals, including Mr. McAneny and look forward to
continuing his work to keep the GFB students safe and provide the best possible learning outcomes.

I wish Mr. McAneny good health and happiness in his retirement.

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions and concerns that you may have. | will be scheduling a
Coffee with the Principal in the near future. Keep an eye out in the weekly family update for the date and time.

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Please note that the next 4 Wednesdays are Early Release Days. November 6, 13 and 20 are scheduled for
parent/teacher conferences. If you have not already done so, please schedule a conference with your child’s
teacher. If you would also like to meet with one of the other teachers that support your child, you can send an
email to the teacher to set up a time. Email addresses for Specialists, OT, PT, Speech, Reading and Special
Education Teachers can be found HERE.

Veterans Day

Monday, November 11, 2024 there will be No School as we observe Veterans Day. On Veterans Day we honor
America’s veterans for their patriotism, love of country, and willingness to serve and sacrifice for the common
good. At the GFB we will be honoring the Veterans in our own families by creating our own Veterans Day Wall
of Honor in the school lobby. If you would like to participate, by adding a loved one to this display, please fill
out the bottom portion of the document found here and return it to school by Thursday November 7th. Thank
you to Miss Coots and Mr. Osburn for organizing this display.

Message from Nurse Beuoy regarding WPS Heath Protocols

Many ilinesses affect school-age children. It is the responsibility of the parent or guardian to follow the health
protocols which can be viewed here.

It is important that you keep all information in PowerSchool updated, including contact information with phone
numbers and email addresses, so we can reach you.

GFB PTO-https://www.facebook.com/fortbankspto/
B October PTO meeting Notes There is no PTO
meeting in November. The next meeting will be held
on Wednesday, December 11, 2024.

B PTO Meeting Dates 2024-25

Musical Bingo Family Fundraiser

The GFB PTO will be hosting a fundraiser Musical
Bingo night Friday, 11/15 at Winthrop Yacht Club!
Registration forms went home in your child’s
take-home folder.

Ticket prices are $25 for adults and $15 for children;
additional bingo cards can be purchased for $5 each
at the door. All payments MUST be made using
Venmo at @GFBPTO. Ticket price includes pizza and
ice cream sundae bar. 50/50 raffle tickets will be on
sale at the event.

Funds raised through this event will be used for field
trips and enrichment activities like Curious Creatures,
Eyes on Owls, and other events for our students. Registration is accepted through November 11th or sell-out.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R1FgB5jSCajwsJEqxkxeJFzX_GEXkkRLBpy_0Q1SBnw/edit?tab=t.0
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SPINELLI'S & WHS CLASS OF 2025
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\ CLASQ Or 20&6 pRESl:NTS ; Spinelli's most awaited seasonal pies are

back! Grab them while they're hot.
Orders due by 11/19

NOVEMBER 21ST

ST MICHAEL'S | DOORS OPEN
GYMNASIUM AT 5:30 PM

$5 ENTRY FEE
(@ A NIGHT FULL OF RAFFLES AND LUCK!
— ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE WHS CLASS OF 2026

Pumpkin Pie
Blueberry Pie
Apple Pie
Ricotta Pie
Lemon Meringue

Pick Up Location:
Winthrop High School Tuesday 11/26 5:00pm -7:00pm
Deliveries 11/26 AFTER 5pm
For more information reach cut to Danielle Reardon at
&17-529-8498 or danielle.reardon@comcast.net
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THE FOURTH ANNUAL
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kins out,
' throw your pump
Don ol them down the hill
and drop them!

sToP, OROP % ROLL YOUR OLD PUMP!

You can turn your old pumpkins into valuable compost!
il Reduce Food Waste! Crafts for Kids!
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Sponsored by Mothers Out Front Winthrop




SUPPORT WHS GIRLS BASKETBALL!

GENEROUSLY HOSTED BY:

0% of all food & drinks
will be donated to the

Denise Ferguson

@Denise-Ferguson-16

130 Grovers Ave,
Winthrop, MA 02152




