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1.​ Before Central Park (IA) 

a.​ Polhemus established property, Kohl Mansion built (photo) 

b.​ Students on steps of Mansion photo 

c.​ Trees, pathways, fence, dogs, orchard 

2.​ Before Central Park - CSM campus was Kohl mansion (IA) 

3.​ Founding of Park (IA) 

a.​ Articles on bond measure, vote, naming the park, title granted 

b.​ Map of Park/Kohl estate when established 

4.​ Original master plan (different from map?) 

5.​ Baseball field, 1930s? 

a.​ Fitzgerald Field 

b.​ San Mateo Blues minor league 

c.​ Barry Bonds homered here over the Kohl fence 

6.​ Playgrounds, 1940s? (VS) 

a.​ Content? 

7.​ Central Park renovation 1971 

a.​ Landscape architect ideas Callenger 

8.​ Central Park additions early 1960? (CC) 

a.​ Parking garage, tennis courts 

b.​ Baseball bleachers, ceramics studio 

9.​ Rec Center History, lease by self-help for elderly (VS) 

10.​Train installed, early 1960s? (VS) 

11.​Japanese Garden, mid 1960 (VS) 

12.​Japanese Garden and Toyonaka connection (entrance and temple?) (VS) 

13.​Dog through time (VS) 

14.​Trees/shrubs through time (KW) 

15.​SMAS established (all) 

16.​More on SMAS 

17.​Master plan 1982, SMAS helped fund 

18.​More animals – giraffe, bears (CC) 

19.​Rose Garden 1990s and Hummingbird/Butterfly Garden (IA) 

20.​Victorian Days 1977-2002, partnership of SMCHA, SMAS, City (KW) 

21.​ Items in the Park (6-7 memorials) and include sundials, Pumphouse Memorial (KW) 

22.​Modern usage (all) 

a.​ Music in the Park, Movies in the Park, Eggstravaganza, July 4th, Festival of Lights 

b.​ Skating 

c.​ Volleyball, drumming, dog park 

23.​SMAS Contributions to Park 

a.​ Sundial garden, park lighting, financial contributions,  

b.​ Nursery – best kept secret in San Mateo 

24.​Future (IA) 



a.​ New master plan 

b.​ Hero’s memorial 

c.​ playground 

25.​Thank you to partners, sponsors, donors (Edmond’s, Nagles, …) … 


