
 

WINTER PLS 2025 ONLINE Class Descriptions and Links 

Important Links Evaluations Winter PLS 2025 Whatsapp Group  

●​ Faculty Bios 
●​ Participant Bios 
●​ Graphic Schedule 
●​ Folder with PDF Source Sheets 

For Those Who Prefer PDFs 
●​ PLS Favorite Prayers 
●​ Participant Contact Sheet 

2 Min Class Evaluations  
 
Full Seminar Evaluation 

 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/I1hxU
TyS4oc3sq33ntBOYE  

 
 

Sunday, January 19 - Day 1 
Session 

Slot 
Class Title Teacher Class Description Source 

Sheet and 
Zoom Link 

Sunday, 
January 
19, 
Opening 

Introduction and 
Orientation 

PLS Team Introduction to PLS and the learning we will be doing 
over the next few days. 

Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
$Ds5fPjD 
 

Sunday, 
January 
19, 1st Slot 

What if my 
Siddur was a 
Saxophone? 

Mike Feuer As people of the book we have been taught to relate 
to our liturgy as a text, with all the challenges that 
present to prayer. What if you engaged the siddur as 
an instrument instead, whose structure and content 
are meant to give voice to your deepest self? It would 
still require a commitment to practice, and developing 
precision of means, but what came out when you 
prayed would then be the music of your soul - rather 
than someone else's words. Join me for a look at the 
siddur and some spiritual texts which can help 
reframe your relationship to our most precious 
instrument. 
 
 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
9^r%3r6G 
 

Sunday, 
January 
19, 1st Slot 

Prayer as a 
Journey: 

Yiscah Smith Through the lens of experiencing prayer as a journey 
we shall explore the Piaseczner Rebbe's idea of 
dedicating time to being in conversation with the 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uVxl27VjFiSQGVCzZUpHzv0HhIPoIo9dSttbrF1ItHA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13qghmcKN2XjxzEuRoP6S8GOMTVV2B5fT51l3QIhP0DI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13udsUIfjGNjOOhG_LlIT-cWx03qa8l4K/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JDnQo5z7v2EVT0-F7o1R55hJSGpogiF1?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JDnQo5z7v2EVT0-F7o1R55hJSGpogiF1?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dBg9A3HZk_0RpPzLXASKBRHiSeDMvSR9XAlYQmgIKrg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1AgAOADwjO-jKg7i6O-rZUFdWMNit4JyhH3vHAAp1VlU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDYqk1N8euUz4_wia7kuDF7X1duvfTBf8phHPMWnu7fRhjcw/viewform?usp=header
https://forms.gle/pm4Dm1BUUnb7zVQV8
https://chat.whatsapp.com/I1hxUTyS4oc3sq33ntBOYE
https://chat.whatsapp.com/I1hxUTyS4oc3sq33ntBOYE
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/89502605753?pwd=NSn6redCJ6nseZW5q267ZCd0iJLqnm.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/frXTEQ0xOwiQzN_giO1J6UnocfkxghiUqIQD6J2-Prd-V53qsFNtHcidKCHQ8wb9.cFVEoYJ0rPI90Dkm
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VvOGA9vul_0QOhFS8BR3akk9yqdWEYbaYk_p2ss8724/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/83751618804?pwd=lboi92ZvbG0QjuGFQ2iqdfg8VZ4KPJ.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/tZQM0Sbk2uAvfJR5ZtGj-26CYk7WP2OvuVSrakdrdYEAyilrTanvwgyWCqDtZRg0.kRE6B3I5ni21krZ_
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YVFz_EU2Ag3C1BrzhxQhX0jBT3e24X6HnMgKn2Q7N6s/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/82556873495?pwd=saYZxqSpQfX5K5dsPiUc0AZFC4iEwK.1


 

Exploring 
Jewish Spiritual 
Practices 

Divine in solitude. He recognizes that many times the 
fixed communal prayer times do not always align with 
the soul's inner tug to speak with God. Hence, as we 
honor communal based prayer, the prayer journey 
may also include time to simply be alone with God 
when the soul prompts us to. Our tradition refers to 
this spiritual practice as Hitbodedut. 

 
Recording 
Passcode: 
3JKV0+P9 
 
 
 

Sunday, 
January 
19, Open 
Table Slot 

Open Table: 
Shared Space for 
Connection 
(Optional) 

Nechama 
Goldman 
Barash, 
Facilitator 

Optional 
Join us at the Open Table for an informal, 
come-as-you-are opportunity to connect with fellow 
participants. Whether you want to share insights, ask 
questions, or simply enjoy the company of others, this 
facilitated space is designed to foster meaningful 
conversations and connections. Bring your own 
breakfast, lunch or dinner. 

 
Zoom Link 

Sunday, 
January 
19, 2nd 
Slot 

Royal Love: 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
and Lecha Dodi 

Meesh 
Hammer 
Kossoy 

A close look at Lecha Dodi in the context of the 
Kabbalat Shabbat liturgy as a whole.  Inspiration for 
praying and living every Shabbat and during the week, 
too! 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
=wF6dj*. 
 

Sunday, 
January 
19, 2nd 
Slot 

If a Secular Jew 
Prays, Does it 
Make a Sound? 

Elliot Vaisrub 
Glassenberg 
 

What does it mean to pray if one does not necessarily 
believe in God? Join us on a journey into the prayer of 
secular Jews from the past and present. 

Source Sheet 
 
Elliot’s 
Updated 
Source Sheet 
with Additions 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
p0MZ4!Ji 
 

Sunday, 
January 
19, 3rd 
Slot 

The Hostile 
Prophet: Mah 
Tovu and Prayer 
as 

Rabbi Ben 
Spratt 
(Senior Rabbi 

Our morning liturgy begins with the words of Bilam, 
one who sought the destruction of the ancient 
Israelites.  In this class we will analyze the composition 
of Mah Tovu, the radical liturgical moves of the prayer, 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
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https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/g1q1-26orWjlv7c2hwrc0aOMyslagrwZF9OyTMKwgFgfQoXJXrlsbq_XZ7JB4HIU.cCpRM-KPnKBgA9sJ
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/85463051993?pwd=ufuoxIybxClUfiqXvA7w48vo5hr3JY.1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P9Ik7lepsDWGbMV_OLU1F3E30B7vFKE7XtXn5qkJY6M/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/82989545396?pwd=bcuwaMFQYXL38jM4mMGY7MaPArKygk.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/8IYg_aozFN4h4HKDJ0Fb_40R2K5y3o7eAxZinGc3YVlccPqer7x5YfGN1kf2IF9Q.cQtC-_-aZ3w8mPnc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13nZSIKPUbxQDYg9kyB6Mofyst-q6fYpaaUjwC-5HWbc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18WXu6Dbbv25UjgWaEbl0dECHsMmoapF7CqtCrx9QgOU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18WXu6Dbbv25UjgWaEbl0dECHsMmoapF7CqtCrx9QgOU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18WXu6Dbbv25UjgWaEbl0dECHsMmoapF7CqtCrx9QgOU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18WXu6Dbbv25UjgWaEbl0dECHsMmoapF7CqtCrx9QgOU/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/87968019617?pwd=y48ObFSqGz9JCSekv5r8aIjBtKd0xX.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/7v_LDS_EXToEXcQ6Zp8QB1_kKIxw5SHMZeI-rvJgXsip7-CqvZXHLsD_OKju5LxX.4KQde60xXIUVh8An
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MXj8f2JlnQsTRCNA1uG6Q5DO7GkryIzI1JYBFxL7jAc/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/87849623006?pwd=VhiVVnnUVtQ0DVJPPbZwpYNO8IUR1q.1


 

Transformation Congregation 
Rodeph 
Shalom) 

and how we may come to see the entire framework of 
prayer through the lens of Bilam, the hostile prophet. 

Recording 
Passcode: 
%9N3LX*U 
 

Sunday, 
January 
19, 3rd 
Slot 

Between Saying 
Too Much and 
Saying 
Too Little: Rabbis 
Grappling with 
Psalms 

Rafael 
Jonathan 
Polisuk 

The book of psalms is the base for Jewish prayer for 
generations. Yet the Rabbis of the Talmud find 
themselves grappling again and again with its content. 
In this class we will explore the Psalms that constitute 
the Pesukei d'Zimra of the daily prayer and the 
Talmudic sayings that discuss them and their 
philosophical messages and problems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
6B&P!j!@ 
 

Monday, January 20 - Day 2 
Session 

Slot 
Class Title Teacher Class Description  

Monday, 
January 
20, 
Opening 

Homeroom - 
Reflections and 
Intentions for 
the Day 

PLS Team Begin your day with a moment of reflection and 
connection in this optional morning session. 
Homeroom offers a space to revisit key ideas, themes, 
and insights from the previous day’s learning while 
setting intentions for the day ahead. Through guided 
reflection and shared thoughts, we’ll build on our 
collective experiences and start the day with focus 
and inspiration. 

Zoom Link 

Monday, 
January 
20, 1st Slot 

Job’s Critique: 
Blasphemy or 
Prayer? 

Judy Klitsner In this session, we will explore the harsh, sometimes 
startlingly critical, words spoken by Job against God. In 
our analysis of his statements, we will compare Job to 
Abraham, while considering the possibility that Job's 
words may be considered a type of prayer-- both in 
the book of Job and within the context of today's 
difficult realities. 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
A9AKU.@f 
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https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/muu61ZDpH1W42mc9GR445mv5gkhjHezqE9LxXJaIpWBBKJBkz__AxcdRTeYF3Gpu.OBo1CIPVUCrh50dL
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iwuzktqvDbrT0lSoB9IEEMRZx8uk20WcbaS7KDmAXs0/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/86358132462?pwd=GA3KTMGIvL2B3cYwUorknBa6xWcBWC.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/VuVOCs2CK5jhnPtJ2OeqLQHcf1-HW4ZRoGYAckNmMiWX_loD580VvQ-TCQZKZsT5.mZtKytGGT-YwXUc8
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/89502605753?pwd=NSn6redCJ6nseZW5q267ZCd0iJLqnm.1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e4gwFg-Cjlg9tVmiui8aKNQtCSCMaZS1U7esJ-5FGF0/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/83751618804?pwd=lboi92ZvbG0QjuGFQ2iqdfg8VZ4KPJ.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/zY2KposIh0U2wj4_jPknKH9DD7-bJdIK4aAwgKD-G9vIz43gLvhNDiOotUwi7Qbg.1s74cGdEWzfmXHDq


 

Monday, 
January 
20, 1st Slot 

Nineteen Ways 
to Speak to God 

David 
Levin-Kruss 

The quintessential Jewish prayer, the Amida, is 
carefully crafted and gives insight into the character of 
the worshipper, the nature of G-d, and the role of 
prayer. This class will take us on a roller coaster tour 
of some of the lesser known aspects of the Amida and 
will be filled with anthropological, theological and 
psychological revelations. 
 
 

Source Sheet 
 
Participant 
Responses 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
e8Tr=5Td 
 

Monday, 
January 
20, Open 
Table Slot 

Open Table:  
Exploring the 
Origins of Aleinu 
(Optional) 

Nechama 
Goldman 
Barash 

Optional  
 
Pull up a seat at the Open Table as Nechama 
Goldman Barash delves into the fascinating origins 
and enduring significance of Aleinu. This session 
offers a chance to learn, reflect, and engage in 
dialogue about this central prayer in Jewish tradition. 
Bring your own breakfast, lunch or dinner.  
 
 
 
 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
=sFw2QWj 
 

Monday, 
January 
20, 2nd 
Slot 

Paytanut (Jewish 
Liturgical 
Poetry) 
Workshop 

Yahala 
Lachmish 

Join us for a paytanut workshop, hearing stories and 
learning to sing different melodies of Jewish Sephardi 
communities from East and West. Our special meeting 
is going to focus on the coming-up Shabbat Shira and 
different ways of celebrating it through song, so we'll 
be learning by practicing singing! 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
3#X.iNWH 
 

Monday, 
January 
20, 2nd 
Slot 

Crafting Prayer: 
Biblical Roots 
and Modern 
Voices in ‘Az 
Nashir’ 

Rachel 
Sharansky 
Danziger 

Prayer comes in many forms and styles. Some prayers 
are bold while others are remorseful. Some demand 
while others beg. But underneath these seemingly 
opposing emotional impulses, even vastly different 
prayers draw upon one fundamental story. In this 
class Rachel Sharansky Danzuger, co-editor of the 
modern-day prayers book "Az Nashir - We Will Sing 
Again: Women’s Prayers for Our Time of Need", will 
share what working with fifty five different authors to 
create Az Nashir taught her about prayer and about 
biblical Adam, Channa, and King David. 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
i^s@5yY. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HPy7H7gzrLxSMXjTT5rZpAEW27XL9b6NAWYoCs4TN-s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1A74bNXLWdnFGhq7Rbq2EnMQudoCA-KLHdlqE8Ejhxd0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1A74bNXLWdnFGhq7Rbq2EnMQudoCA-KLHdlqE8Ejhxd0/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/82556873495?pwd=saYZxqSpQfX5K5dsPiUc0AZFC4iEwK.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/a6W6Wf5TZeBn_EdZ4t6HpXtAZnPX4LAsv86CmLFXmYgWG2_a5qqtpJ0mHH6zLkMU.9FwAhtGDtDv0ovJa
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EYtj-7BwyjMHa4B84vuqRc2W1y42UqtBQvk_s24u6pw/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/85463051993?pwd=ufuoxIybxClUfiqXvA7w48vo5hr3JY.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/W6KZwwPk2La99ylP_uJq9e6rFqOIWwhBiRoERXPyPKtSk4-TVyVnepiNZmRgxtwV.C5XUyLTC4dUhGtA2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oR49XH-XZNYmqHO_H5tXt5o6BqbVoteFGUNzWetTdBA/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/82989545396?pwd=bcuwaMFQYXL38jM4mMGY7MaPArKygk.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/9xDKqbnajgaIH5JrzPrY4CRM8R8gkZi-sBn0OB3eJlq6mUWq69jFC2grG2qmOqP4.f2ocAa7W0TGmRkmC
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YS3LCEXgjbUukYhpzyH8_JXNe_sOfpnl5DmV_R4BKZ8/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/87968019617?pwd=y48ObFSqGz9JCSekv5r8aIjBtKd0xX.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/bGqC3XMuUQ67vP83wF0js2jaAx4GC5E3bCm7eT-upUMiJg7fDHpndu9gUz2mr70D.NdWowx8gMWCstJgc?startTime=1737394527000


 

Monday, 
January 
20, 
3rd Slot 

The Earlier 
Temple Roots of 
Rabbinic Prayers 
and Their 
Simple Humanity 

Elisha 
Anscelovits 

In this class, we start by seeing that rabbinic prayer – 
daily and Shabbat – is already found in Second 
Temple sources. That reminds us that these prayers 
give voice to basic human experiences and emotions. 
And we, in turn, will examine how these prayers 
develop our resilience by drawing us both to hope 
and to ground ourselves in life by noticing positive 
aspects of reality. 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
?a^4q3Vf 
 

Monday, 
January 
20, 
3rd Slot 

How Prayer has 
the Power to 
Unite Us and 
Divide Us 

Zvi Hirschfield The formalized structured prayers developed by the 
Sages after the destruction of the Temple were 
designed to create unity and shared ideology for Jews 
spread throughout the world. Together, we will 
explore how those structures form a central element 
in the denominational divisions between Jews today. 
Can prayer again be a vehicle for bringing us 
together? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
J*G*vh67 
 

Tuesday, January 21 - Day 3 
Session 

Slot 
Class Title Teacher Class Description  

Tuesday, 
January 
21, 
Opening 

Homeroom - 
Reflections and 
Intentions for 
the Day 

PLS Team Begin your day with a moment of reflection and 
connection in this optional morning session. 
Homeroom offers a space to revisit key ideas, themes, 
and insights from the previous day’s learning while 
setting intentions for the day ahead. Through guided 
reflection and shared thoughts, we’ll build on our 
collective experiences and start the day with focus 
and inspiration. 

Zoom Link 

Tuesday, 
January 
21, 1st Slot 

The Language of 
Prayer: 
A Talmudic 
Debate 

Leah 
Rosenthal 

In an intriguing, and sometimes overlooked, passage 
on prayer in Masechet Sotah of the Talmud, the 
Rabbis debate the question of whether prayer must 
be in Hebrew (the “Holy Language”), or may be 
conducted in other languages. We will consider the 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RUelU8btfWI1CKn2e-eRV2aiVjckeeJPjjeASZ0Sel0/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/87849623006?pwd=VhiVVnnUVtQ0DVJPPbZwpYNO8IUR1q.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/Vk3ktYMLZlwpnvePC1ZtJh1pyJMMJcBgfIiVadalpExtUUZiJcyWxT2hVZGO5MMI.3wG89y1SI46jIAyt
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I4XdKwT6PZVZwnBomNAYO7ChVkBl4CvNqS9cFkSnkl0/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/86358132462?pwd=GA3KTMGIvL2B3cYwUorknBa6xWcBWC.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/d8p5tvx9cc6UtCKZUSnMwUnSLDujJVFMgMbSGnuvKn1qDT1hc2JRM42OrErsYLP2.w2ejXrommOfYg3m8
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/89502605753?pwd=NSn6redCJ6nseZW5q267ZCd0iJLqnm.1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OFjEe26XsLX3glEkH8cqu2TCeHAMbdM0Mct1p_YJA04/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/87131767721?pwd=jXbFgfQ5TYVtJfqKmPCIPYCXnmOkjm.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/H4ofLYbS7f9GLD8bpOd-bcU1QyqpHhFlOyDXM5fCJQYardd0QfJpRvDqEd1fAv7d.fpmMR-sm-kc8OzTn


 

context in which this debate occurs in the Talmudic 
discussion, and through this, as well as through the 
content of this debate, attempt to deepen our 
understanding of the Talmud’s various approaches to 
the act of prayer, its power and its limitations. 

Passcode: 
r@mCC1gA 
 

Tuesday, 
January 
21, 1st Slot 

Rav Kook’s 
Approach to 
Tefila 

Aryeh Ben 
David 

What is the goal of prayer - to change God or to 
change us? How can we hope to change God's role in 
the world?  

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
45&Tvfp+ 
 

Tuesday, 
January 
21, Open 
Table Slot 

Open Table: 
Share Your 
Favorite Prayer 
(Optional) 

Nechama 
Goldman 
Barash, 
Facilitator 

Optional 

Bring your voice and your heart to the Open Table as 
we share and explore our favorite prayers. This 
session invites participants to reflect on what moves 
them personally, creating a space for connection, 
learning, and inspiration through shared expressions 
of spirituality. Bring your own breakfast, lunch or 
dinner. 

 

 

Zoom Link 

Tuesday, 
January 
21, 2nd 
Slot 

When Heaven 
Opens: Rain, 
Prayer, and 
Divine 
Connection 

Michal 
Kohane 

Ever since the creation of the world in Genesis, rain 
and prayer go together. Rain didn't even come down 
as long as there were no humans to pray for it. And 
why should it? There are other ways to water the 
fields! But rain reflects our relationship with Gd and 
therefore is present throughout Scripture in various 
ways.  

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
$f168RnW 
 

Tuesday, 
January 
21, 2nd 
Slot 

The Many 
Different 
Messages of 
Shema 

Dov Berkovits Reciting "shema" twice a day is the most explicit 
enunciation of "Emunah". For generations in time of 
crisis and tragedy – and in dramatic encounters in the 
present war between soldiers and trapped civilians 
that saved lives– the six words of the "shma" are the 
deepest expression of one's identity as part of the 
People of Israel. Strangely enough it is not completely 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
G!C70&&4 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/11aMaZH5KYAVoWBoKG5kMQ97LpZkBSyfUDZL2u5Efdx4/edit?usp=drive_link
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/82556873495?pwd=saYZxqSpQfX5K5dsPiUc0AZFC4iEwK.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/8O2kjT3Dyb9ijyWdJl9QhSF-R8gy7dYfJMd5E2B7xKO-AS5Wy8LvqlrMkJAcf1V2.ghd-ICgLrX1HCEmX
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/85463051993?pwd=ufuoxIybxClUfiqXvA7w48vo5hr3JY.1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o-XIoYgCd_oBVER5QWj6IewJdQ8DLYwKV_EgKbu1b2k/edit?usp=drive_link
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/82989545396?pwd=bcuwaMFQYXL38jM4mMGY7MaPArKygk.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/KutYD5ieU8-AM7WXpJi0LLXocfkdyMEAqG7PG_xKLVGTftw0aBl-OPf3Tv63ZU-m.O3XDyh-9WGm3op43
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17yPmP4EcVlFwr3Yz3tCkV7gTPC7sw5BVnJRkuntoakI/edit?usp=sharing
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/87968019617?pwd=y48ObFSqGz9JCSekv5r8aIjBtKd0xX.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/99iIpuD20Tjhf4pxEhOLVn96fCQewfzufzkdPw6ATG6kOHohaywj8YhtbMrWRgUn.rzPoEbYUSlZ1m7KJ


 

clear what we are actually saying. What do these 
powerful words really mean? In our study and 
discussion we will discover how the answers to these 
questions reveal the richness of our inner life. 

 

Tuesday, 
January 
21, 3rd 
Slot 

Innovations in 
Liturgy and 
Ritual on 
Passover 2024: 
Why was this 
night different 
than all other 
nights? 

Levi Cooper In this session we will explore creative liturgy and 
rituals that emerged in the leadup to Passover 2024, 
following the October 7 attack and subsequent war. 
We will analyse how these innovations reflect the 
intricate dialogue between tradition, trauma, and 
resilience. Why was the Seder an ideal backdrop for 
such innovation? What can this tell us about the 
profound ways personal experience can infuse 
time-honoured practices? 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
Fi7.&H#J 
 

Tuesday, 
January 
21, 3rd 
Slot 

The Calves of 
Our Lips: The 
Connection 
Between Prayer 
and Sacrifice 

Leon A. 
Morris 

The notion of sacrificial offerings was an anathema in 
the shaping of a modern Jewish life. These most 
ancient forms of divine service were understood as 
primitive and outmoded. Although the classic, 
traditional liturgy continued to reference the ancient 
sacrificial service that predated it, the very first 
nineteenth-century liturgical reforms removed most 
of the references to the Temple, and to the sacrifices 
that had been offered there, and discouraged those 
rituals most directly connected to the memory of the 
Temple service.  To the sensibilities of modern Jews 
attempting to shape a modern Judaism, the primitive 
nature of animal and grain sacrifices seemed to offer 
little by way of inspiration or critical ideas. The 
burning of animals in service to God seemed cruel. 
The idea that God was to be found in one central 
place, and most closely served by one select group of 
people, was highly objectionable.  Our age opens us 
up to new possibilities of meaning that such 
connections can provide for us. Texts and prayers 
about sacrifices present us with opportunities to 
explore the notions of relationship, closeness and 
distance, gift giving, the sublimation of violence and 
mystery. 

Source Sheet 
 
Zoom Link 
 
Recording 
Passcode: 
U@HVmN*5 
 

Tuesday, 
January 
21, Closing 
Session 

Closing Session Nechama 
Goldman 
Barash 

We will close out the Seminar and say l’hitraot until 
next time when we meet in person this summer, July 
6-10, 2025  in Jerusalem for the Summer Pardes 
Learning Seminar! www.pardes.org.il/seminar 

Zoom Link 
 
Song Lyrics 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1suSwq5_osVG8ejiafN7m0S3x1C34dECbryqlDBRA7ZI/edit?usp=drive_link
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/87849623006?pwd=VhiVVnnUVtQ0DVJPPbZwpYNO8IUR1q.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/bFML88kS2e74dG2QKNM3jiZ9my97AMnZ7LE3baCX-lV6a6U6BgXqeeavI96bdiA.SbjxLhlg4ZXpYMOS
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K7GfsaKgR04qWoOo77JK5CMYXD41xRMP74p_MNBNkxI/edit?usp=drive_link
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/86358132462?pwd=GA3KTMGIvL2B3cYwUorknBa6xWcBWC.1
https://pardes.zoom.us/rec/share/l1w7oxj_eLnLXWOnQv6o06-UZeBtuAXOEiFUOi4FzsvNgUpxVOv9QL8XoTZPcgQC.g9b1cVnqGB8gueNj
https://pardes.zoom.us/j/82411962871?pwd=jVuYeKY8sIcKlhhfdcRJbJ5S5WddFN.1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LV5sJ9Cxwm6TP-76qwLm0gURf1BCpG5deYiPc0bKz8Q/edit?usp=sharing


 
 
 

With Gratitude 
 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our generous PLS sponsors: 
Katherine Baker, Carole Daman, Maureen David,  
Rachele Goldman, Elaine Hochberg, Bob Karasov,  

Elyann Katz and Steve Lear 
 

Your support makes the  
Winter Pardes Learning Seminar 2025 Online possible,  
enabling transformative Jewish learning and growth. 

Thank you for being partners in our mission! 
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