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Take a Hike program:  A weekly email is available for you to sign up for the “Take a Hike 
Program”.  This initiative to help improve health and get out into nature is co-sponsored with 
Edward’s Hospital.   
 
Scout Awards: Two Eagle Scout programs completed projects to benefit St. James Farm and Seed 
Collection signage.  President Hebreard recognized the scouts during the president’s remarks. 
 
McHenry County Conservation District for Freshwater Mussels: Since 2016 the FPDDC has had 
a mussel program at the research center in Blackwell Forest Preserve and has raised and released 
25,000 mussels in local streams and rivers. McHenry County Conservation District is the newest 
member of the network to join the mussel rearing program.  
 
Waterfall Glen Sawmill Creek Bridge: In late February 2022, the 25-year-old pedestrian bridge 
that carries the main trail across Sawmill Creek in Waterfall Glen Preserve was washed away by 
high water conditions carrying huge slabs of ice. A new bridge is being designed and installed that 
will be higher so it will not be impacted by high water conditions. Construction is expected to 
begin in early 2023. 
 
Blackwell Cenacle Bridge: The original bridge crossing the West Branch of the DuPage River 
where the Cenacle retreat center once stood was built in 1916.  Estimates for rehabbing the bridge 
and for replacement were obtained and it was roughly half the price to just rehab the bridge and 
both offered a life span of 60 years.  The rehab construction is anticipated to begin in early 2023. 
 
York Woods South Shelter Repairs: Although there were 27 downloads for bids for this program 
only 2 bids were submitted and were significantly over the budgeted allotment for this project. A 
decision was made to hold the project until 2023 and the district may complete the project 
in-house.  
 
Waterfall Glen Parking Lot Update: After much discussion, planning, and construction, the new 
parking lot at Waterfall Glen is completed! A celebration was held this month to commemorate it.   
 
Recreational Accessibility Plan Overview:  Stakeholders were interviewed from multiple 
community resources including educational and health service to identify goals and objectives to 
consider ways to make the preserve system inclusive to all people. Current accessibility was 
audited for programs and individual recreational opportunities. Easy to difficult accessibility 
including how to find information on websites was evaluated as well. In addition, stakeholders 
were asked what adaptive accommodations would be helpful, what are some of the barriers to 
preserves or programs.  Communication was the most talked about issue, as well as what is offered 
and how to access it. Some of the goals determined are listed below:  

●​ Improve internal and external communication of current accessible recreation 
opportunities, program offerings and accommodations.  

●​ Equip forest preserve district staff and volunteers with training and tools needed to provide 
high-quality accessible recreational experiences for visitors of all abilities. 

https://www.eehealth.org/healthy-driven/take-a-hike/
https://www.eehealth.org/healthy-driven/take-a-hike/
https://www.dupageforest.org/our-board/board-commissioners/president-daniel-hebreard
https://www.dupageforest.org/plants-wildlife/restore-conserve/wildlife/freshwater-mussels
https://www.mccdistrict.org/
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/waterfall-glen
https://www.dupageforest.org/news-upcoming-projects-york-woods-picnic-shelter
https://www.dupageforest.org/news/news-releases/parking-lot-party


●​ Increase accessible recreational opportunities.  (More adaptive equipment etc.) 
 
Clean Energy, Resiliency and Sustainability Plan:  An expert is being hired to do an analysis to 
identify areas where the district’s carbon footprint can be reduced.  
 
Wayne DuPage Horse Trial Relationship:  The district has had a relationship with this group 
since 1992.  In the past it has benefited both the forest preserve and the horse trial group. No 
clinics have been hosted since 2018.  There are multiple features on the landscape including jump 
fencing and water features that are unused. The horse group partners have asked to amend the 
agreement to eliminate some of the horse features in that area not being used any more or they 
may be moved to the eastern area of the woods where horse activities are occurring.   By removing 
the horse trial area, two high quality natural areas will be connected without interruption. This is a 
“Win-win” for both groups accomplishing each of their goals.  
 
Blackwell, Greene Valley, and Waterfall Glen Master Plans Progress Update: Plans are revised 
based on the public feedback gained earlier this year.  Another public comment period will take 
place and following that final plans will be brought forward in February 2023.   
 
Blackwell:   

●​ Continuing ecological resources and reverting turf grass areas into native plantings.  
●​ Expand the interpretive opportunities of the Urban Stream Research Center.  
●​ Signage plans, improve interpretive signage in areas such as McKee Marsh.  
●​ In the off-leash dog area,  In the gated vestibule, provide a better sense of control. 

Additional regulatory signage and no parking by the entrance for the dog park.  
●​ Additional fishing piers and overlooks at Silver Lake. 
●​ For the campground, look for improvement of firepits and picnic tables, also additional 

drinking water and restrooms in this area.  
●​ Near the archery range, flush restrooms would be appreciated.  
●​ A trail around Silver Lake was suggested.  

 
Greene Valley: 

●​ Keep Oak Cottage and Greene Valley Barn 
●​ Improve residents’ efforts to connect to the preserve, 75th Street Entrance.   
●​ Traffic study will be done to look for an ideal location for safe access.  
●​ Work with the county on speed control on Greene Rd.  
●​ Increase alternative energy use. 
●​ Increase interpretive signage.  
●​ Outdoor gathers space such as a patio near the barn 
●​ Documentation of the cottage history and condition to determine if a third party may come 

forward with a requested use and plan. 
●​ River access for kayak and canoe use.  

 
Waterfall Glen:  

●​ For trail crossing, study for best location for pedestrian safety 
●​ Drinking water at the southern trail head.  
●​ Because the East Branch of the DuPage River was submitted as an Army Corp of Engineers 

project, realignment may impact some parts of the preserve.  

https://ago-item-storage.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/847da901922440e1a39cd1e9f0cb0336/Blackwell_Framework_Refinement.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjELP%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJGMEQCIE7LnVS3vqorJQFbV%2FTHXPusPCdCLwSBLE4lyuyIxM7LAiBtVx0ktBbRpZdUMpb4Ubmm6R6IPRUSsFr65I4KK%2Bt0%2ByrMBAh8EAAaDDYwNDc1ODEwMjY2NSIModQN0rebLSMeJU1zKqkEjHsoY8O%2FaGtJ5XD7N%2FS5AUl%2BF7e83QSLJDV7F7WF%2FdaY2oJTBeLVbJuJnsBY0LfkQaXOG2N9Q1XBigb0Qec0pqnLNAqvwI52WCSQJHXe2hXHwDGk4mAENF3g8qQpVotAil867qIqrJwLQ1Qv1kU%2BAwMPAINk8py8MBSbk012Na8hlRGJphpCqlScqlbv2wNl4JUeEkayBo%2BxhmtrwpG5IXV4Q4qmrAxiNCKSCxVBJuBpbOwe4vWbQS5AenFXM6Vvct4gtUy1J%2Fivrm7DEr8F%2FPDG07iI9z3O1UaJ9EUdUb0roTcW0VxVqfS%2Fgb3QdUMf5NKqG8o488HhnW0gcyG83uQsl8ogVe0QCbltJwfGUl06ndOti%2BKl0zxs%2FnQNPM1NWihs2JLWeexkpH%2BBMwD%2BsQ57iYH%2BwY%2B1JHsuSrDsQyXBqn7zv18xlj%2Fk81GceX5ZAAmsEea5vpLiGQgcCpT2YsfxPLqNuLJ15xIw28RQbAhlvucSI77qbCJItjnDAz%2BPvuy0MTSxSc5CKEeA98HjaT1EEXkLwUeUvw0rVBEJE4ySIKFkCnWFqxlThItwNegCLiCgYXaf7LtAAnkChUoVYrP2RPBc%2FI4MjJB679VZucvnyYqUCivIrhIgBeaOHZE6aFUujaLc2nNP1bQWF2VDtM29bW7u39jc2hKmxU9WRR8M4YuOt62uELDmbOK9bU46LCZhrt51%2Fr11facV%2BnCpGu2sD3BzZbCpqzCO75aaBjqqAXGPS0Tb%2BlKe%2BZr30o2w4XNvOSj8SnNxEfo%2BKYwHNkDS6zWucGvBYwj5tJzosGyW82FLjSxtRrxGCeKRqf1s4QMJrpjZAZuBdsWlQopt1mLi5Y%2Fi5j2tqyMzICExxUai3ve22GyjxoTqOUk18PtBn5%2FnlLpkF1%2Bf5fQC1YYc7hw%2ByLyzZPLIfTWRSV6rNb1ssRospAzgt6QV0zVKG77lh5pTB0N7g9uWutpP&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20221011T194948Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAYZTTEKKETDQUJP5R%2F20221011%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=2e7e4308038695b56ecc0ea6c27535dcc92c378ef9fbfafcb38c5007c7e1b198
https://ago-item-storage.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/3c4a4512d3394a8d8bbe4d81a5cf9fef/Greene_Valley_Framework_Refinement.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjELP%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIQCPZWFNBCnpeRdXGV%2BtyTN4Xbk1LmCCWOv6xK5WzV5fowIgZ2aNlIo9J7Hkc4PREguxI1g8rSiwVnhYClFlsxRAbwsqzAQIfBAAGgw2MDQ3NTgxMDI2NjUiDIiJidqus2%2FlrmZrQyqpBMr9dKyHRmkGFh%2BjO8CocOIL3cwOTCXx%2FMdEJ3MiahM0WuoVz7QAy3kMTb78dXRtYkml9rEs6zdR3jdnoO3k5djZFwlBwGwZllTuTl1YesI3oV6wVdMhoqnBBu3gVZ%2BRaEC69R625XqpZ5HTfqtCsNJAdhAPlwDDab394sY2gIiw78F9%2BjvUaYHyw4K86FQXAkmsI0KI9n6sfrC5GMQ0t7s1RRJ%2BWxdBQXeZF7rfNbbINv8MzUbu3ZmhEe7kDJj8kHmjE6Bs5eeZvbknQNLCDpCCr7LPZ3Dg9kYEZYkHy7dOcQFNHAod3deMU66SfT4%2FocrRQ1l%2BhOlxLHW3BaMAcqbcHkposiGSGmFTgL0DkNflpRAC1ZwTNKf6r1hI4KxlAeVgIfrEIUVHVTnj82fb6nZTknMGPFp6fq6Q6zjHK9Mwa2J6IM9e7Y5Z4XccwfkzafU0ccpMi0nSyhMzjijd%2B43j68DYs5WEUiX%2BtotO%2Bl9GLyb79F52PnBehemj%2Bg%2FHwh3A7WRIYWpB7to1cP1rM1Dbr5WGnZ6UvVmVRyu%2FjBwCXLcO%2F%2Bru9nTWQSAY1nnyTNgZbf5cFkgmPaP2mxCrE5F%2F6Y79tOBEurgdbvOh3fXC3IH0X5hzYFR54HyHRFebH8ISCsEL%2F4Bgy%2FlT2DrzH7Sp%2FwSWFbDyd0Ffw1eYrCQUdEep5DitI%2FUU%2BT6xhOrfaRKVhQBSxf4ICQaJecd3SW7JYXB1XKQNn6AwqPGWmgY6qQGpbkVytR8HeR33Rm40nm667GF%2Bv8RlzonkysRnJCwLggwA4PaDUb7Z0A12pF6GdU%2FzB2RVb%2FOIWl%2Btira1WDeAZEzc5OzfrPqBkSJKM3YJoWRiXm4dxt49w1k2lly%2BQ5Ilct4RRhRkxxl8oPHVmeAw6EeLWX0qLnJfEwN%2FW9jUBYAdUBF5zhXS6%2B8%2FJjlg5%2B1HrBL2oo8RzRGKb2tizXyR8%2FYnU8zwibjG&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20221011T195036Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAYZTTEKKE2AXGPR6S%2F20221011%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=bf3ba6b7d83809a65713839f0e854202f8d918fd61e9c3c9b81d4b28b9601530
https://ago-item-storage.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/8c0ac740b2a94445b73710b03b6f0b15/Waterfall_Glen_Framework_Refinement.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjELP%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJIMEYCIQDwRbiP3205c8GgTMIrUjxJThwdYlpE%2BmfEYjBoUKwetAIhAPajzqj%2FSb%2B7y5q5I4BdTDn31fE0NOjQXU%2F93CYf3No0KswECHwQABoMNjA0NzU4MTAyNjY1IgwKQ3A2EvXllTI6OxUqqQRcP5ZjbSmHRovqgXMB3IlRyPazKm9QdAnQjn23tv2USvD14zA3cZY88N37Ib3b9Gx1HMfxH5sbpk6CgYCuTcuCCWpa9mbOE0VT1idfPQ946rQRgMSqgFNZM460tASrA1kjPvTlCpboaAHZiT%2BXUJREyu74ovERU2xdBpD%2FPTdnfZ89Ke3FNkImKu%2BO9WWDQVYkqavnTOYkEbG1iS47InJ7P9E9Iw60f%2B1pDSjIjYmlVLiu6OiU3yEYDmRl2eO9uPfCoKxGegJqB2Mfb%2Fagvj0mVNtCz1nOn7JuFmBrGsvXKiWb5V3UwrTD49wx0M1VuJun71h1ry1OkVNxEQN1FPmp7%2FPaXoKBzPdq0%2FOrMW31e46Yz%2FyuEuE7Hw6B2hMbA0SPVHRGb3a2oN7TKDWPJBYHUJ%2Bc87fnwCcgMjSzik7qMQHqIHMBnA%2FxwTryrnzur5TIVHnw4IVnxyHOI1Ae9YeUl7M0syBWiv0A0vY56aopDUcc3eDn%2BjoqU9C4l%2FtfITDAH3ZYUHAp85y8Rauo1dFR5OrQ7zrBLPJL8tBeUqG3yVhrpaBft5O%2F7QJqzOcM2pgSVZ0don8XnRoUW6fTG9jj%2FPInt6tCR95sBVAyNiZPnzYMC2%2BDBnNm12NQi4hqJVoDrW5qGaiOrGHIOUryFLD7jp6ZBtvM019K9nm05B64HE%2BJ2F2AGJEdfrempMiztzaK1APFDyOrV18LyNKApN2fIv1WTCW5FFKSMOb2lpoGOqgBqo6iRsL120fSIarju%2BAR1lpY%2FMB5GGBYB3d3Q5CiNOH4Bsxk%2Bx4yn6EAhb%2F%2BWqE%2Bc%2FzrascsTncQv%2FjgsHa7%2Ft9qKhQkWYNMWeKCLZ8YWCi5WMjEnZfQq5VMkX5tHj3MF2tt0mGDtgv1bE2MHwO0PoN4Aw3qoCoKmP85hk4xwP30HEbFfXYxHzrdjimwU9ue05dWbUcb2J6TCR3fiQmp1JwZWPIXpzq3&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20221011T195124Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAYZTTEKKE2R4XFAOV%2F20221011%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=3860c2d80e8782b0cc57a42672460a86396ed331e93244520530dc7e2d93a5de


●​ Requests to repair the Sawmill Creek  bridge and more off street parking and additional 
restrooms are all being met with current projects.  

●​ More wayfinding, direction and interpretive signage was requested.  
●​ Cass Ave entrance has been recommended to be more efficient in design without changing 

the footprint.  
●​ Bluff Road, some additional seating at the trailhead in the area where new parking is being 

planned.  
●​ Add some overlook areas such as near “poverty prairie” along the trail.  
●​ In order to increase safety on the trail for users, consider reminders of courtesy of other 

users such as bikes yielding to horses, announce “passing on the left” when approaching 
from behind.  

 
Visit the district website to determine how to comment.  
 
Danada House: The Friends of Danada is a support group for the Danada House and the model 
farm.  Revenues generated from the house help to support the model farm. A 5-year agreement 
started in 2018, and now some repairs need to be made to the house and ground.  Money from the 
Friends Group is being placed in a fund for improvement by the district. In 2024, the use of the 
property will be paused as improvements will be made. Improvements including updating to 
building code, infrastructure such as plumbing and electricity, interior design, energy efficiency 
with windows and  insulation. Total cost could be as much as $4.5 Million.  
 
Permitting Ordinance:  Back in the 1980s between permitting regulations were determined by 
DuPage County for building regulations on forest preserve projects.  Since this began years ago, 
individual municipalities have set up their own building requirements.  For a time both the 
municipal and county agencies required permits.  The district is asking for an and those of a 
municipality when the project falls in their property.  The municipality could ask the Forest 
Preserve District to use County requirements if that is better for them.  Regular meetings are 
taking place between the county and forest preserve staff to establish a good policy.  
 
DuPage County Request:  This item covers specific requests for the two projects below, however 
it relates perfectly with an on-going effort to streamline building requirements. The two agencies 
are discussing waving administrative fees between each other which would save taxpayers money.  
As the largest landowner in DuPage there are a multitude of ordinances and intergovernmental 
agreements each year.  The county staff and forest preserve staff have been working together to 
streamline permitting fees and processes, so residents are not paying for administrative fees on a 
project multiple times. Fees such as for trees to be replaced will continue.  
 
There are two projects currently being requested to have fees waived by the County from old 
agreements back in the 1980s.  The other is an antenna Tower in Hidden Lake Forest Preserve.  
 
West Branch Forest Preserve:  There is a subdivision north of the West Branch Forest Preserve 
that experiences flooding concerns.  DuPage County has asked for an easement to discharge flood 
water into the West Branch of the DuPage River. The County has requested a pipe will be buried 
along an access drive. The county will perform restoration efforts in this area to the standards of 
the forest preserve as payment for the easement.  
 

https://www.dupageforest.org/news/upcoming-projects/preserve-master-plans
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/danada#house
https://www.friendsofdanada.org/
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/west-branch


Danada Forest Preserve:  A trail project known as the Cromwell Connection trail which began in 
2017 is finally commencing. 1/3 falls in IDOT right of way along Butterfield Road.  This permitting 
took over a year to obtain. A grant will cover over half of the expense, but it expires this year, so the 
project is being advanced swiftly.  A portion of the trail is in the right of way to avoid wetlands and 
will be a safe distance from the roadway. This trail will connect folks north of Danada, through 
Danada and connect with existing trails to meet the trails on the west side of Danada into Herrick 
Lake Forest Preserve. 
 

https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/danada
https://www.dupageforest.org/news/upcoming-projects/danada-cromwell-trail

