
The Best IDPA Holsters 
 

 
 
 
Whether you are a beginner or a seasoned IDPA competitor, 
choosing the right holster is critical for efficiency and safety.  
 
In this article, we have curated a diverse list of top-quality IDPA 
holsters to suit various skill levels and budgets. From the best 
leather to the most durable Kydex, we have got you covered. 

The Top 20 IDPA Holsters 
1.​ Pro IDPA Competition Holster Staccato P Duo / Right-Hand Draw 
2.​ IPSC USPSA IDPA Shooting Competition GR Speed Option Universal Right Hand 

Pistol Holster Free 
3.​ Outside-the-Waistband Odin Holster 
4.​ Max IDPA Holster by DAA 

https://serp.ly/@universityofguns/IDPA-Holsters?utm_source=universityofguns&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=gdocs
https://serp.ly/@universityofguns/IDPA-Holsters?utm_source=universityofguns&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=gdocs
https://serp.ly/@universityofguns/IDPA-Holsters?utm_source=universityofguns&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=gdocs
https://serp.ly/@universityofguns/IDPA-Holsters?utm_source=universityofguns&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=gdocs
https://serp.ly/@universityofguns/IDPA-Holsters?utm_source=universityofguns&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=gdocs


5.​ Black Scorpion Outdoor Gear Pro IDPA Competition OWB Holster Glock 19 23 w/ 
TLR-7A Right Hand Carbon Fiber HC03-IDPA-GL19TLR7-CFRH 

6.​ Sarsilmaz B6 Pro IDPA Competition Holster Right-Hand Draw / Carbon Fiber 
7.​ Double-Alpha IDPA PDR-PRO-II Holster SKU — 530791 
8.​ Pro IDPA Competition Holster Beretta 92X Performance / Right-Hand Draw 
9.​ Action Sport Holster for IDPA, USPSA Competition by Dara Holsters 
10.​Quick Release IDPA Holster for Arma Zeka AZ-P1 Right-Hand Draw / Black 
11.​Alien Gear ShapeShift Appendix Carry Holster 
12.​Pro IDPA Competition Holster Staccato C2 / Right-Hand Draw 
13.​Accomplice Carrier with QLS | IDPA and USPSA Approved 
14.​IPSC IDPA USPSA Tactical Belt & IPSC Holster & Magazine Pouch Set Competition 

Shooting Tactical 
15.​IPSC USPSA IDPA 3 GUN Aluminum Ultra Holster Profession Shooting Competition 

Fast Draw Shooter’s CNC 
16.​Black Scorpion Outdoor Gear OWB Kydex Pro IDPA Competition Holster Fits Smith 

& Wesson M&P9, M&P40 M2.0 5 in (Carbon Fiber) 
17.​Sarsilmaz SAR9 C Pro IDPA Competition Holster Right-Hand Draw / Carbon Fiber 
18.​Pro IDPA Competition Holster Beretta 92X Performance / Right-Hand Draw 
19.​Sarsilmaz P8L Pro IDPA Competition Holster Right-Hand Draw / Carbon Fiber 
20.​Tactical IPSC IDPA KYDEX Holster for G17 BK/DE/FG 

 
As an Amazon™ Associate, we earn from qualifying purchases. 
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How do I care for and maintain my IDPA Holster? 
What is the difference between IDPA and IPSC Holsters? 

 

Buyer’s Guide 
Given the popularity and importance of IDPA (International 
Defensive Pistol Association) among firearms enthusiasts, 
choosing the right holster for your specific needs, preferences, 
and requirements is critical for ensuring safe, comfortable, and 
efficient use of your weapon. 
 
 In this section, we will delve into the critical features, 
considerations, and advice that will make your holster search 
smoother and more successful. 
 



 

Important Features 
 
When choosing an IDPA holster, consider these integral features: 
 

Retention 
Retention is a key aspect of a good holster, particularly for 
activities like the International Defensive Pistol Association (IDPA) 
competitions. A well-designed holster should securely hold your 
handgun in place, preventing any unintended movement or 
accidental drawing. This is especially crucial in dynamic situations 
where quick movements are common.  



 
Look for holsters with adjustable retention systems that allow you 
to customize the level of retention to your preference. A good 
retention system not only keeps the firearm safe but also provides 
peace of mind, ensuring that your handgun is always where you 
expect it to be. 

Accessibility 
Accessibility is a crucial factor for a holster, particularly in IDPA 
competitions where speed is a factor.  
 
The ease with which you can draw and re-holster your handgun 
significantly impacts your performance and comfort. A 
well-designed holster should offer a smooth draw and an easy 
re-holstering experience without sacrificing retention. Look for 
holsters that allow for a firm grip on your handgun and a clear 
path for drawing and re-holstering.  
 
This will help in reducing the time taken to draw, aim, and fire, 
which is critical in competitive shooting scenarios. Additionally, 
practicing with your holster will enhance muscle memory, making 
the draw more intuitive and efficient. 

Concealment 
For concealed carry, the ability of the holster to effectively conceal 
your handgun is paramount. A good concealment holster should 
make it difficult for others to notice you're carrying a firearm, thus 
avoiding any unwanted attention or suspicion.  
 



This is particularly important in environments where discretion is 
key. Look for holsters that are low-profile and can be easily 
hidden under a variety of clothing styles. Holsters with a slim 
design are preferable, as they reduce printing (the outline of the 
gun visible through the clothing). Additionally, consider holsters 
that offer adjustable cant and ride height, as these features can 
help in positioning the gun in the most concealable manner 
depending on your attire and body type. 

Comfort 
Comfort is essential when choosing a holster, especially if you 
plan to wear it for extended periods. A comfortable holster should 
fit snugly against your body without causing discomfort or 
irritation. Adjustable straps or clips are beneficial as they allow for 
customization to your specific body shape and size, ensuring a 
secure fit.  
 
The material of the holster plays a significant role in comfort; opt 
for holsters made from soft, breathable materials to avoid 
sweating and chafing. Consideration of your typical attire is also 
important. Select a holster that can be easily concealed under 
your preferred clothing style, whether it's loose-fitting shirts or 
tighter outfits, to maintain comfort and concealment throughout 
the day. 

Compatibility 
Ensure that the holster you choose is specifically designed for 
your firearm model. Each gun has unique dimensions and specific 
needs, and a holster tailored for your particular model will offer 
the best fit, retention, and accessibility.  



 
This not only enhances safety by preventing accidental slips or 
falls of the firearm but also contributes to the overall functionality 
and ease of use. A correctly fitting holster will accommodate your 
firearm's specific features, such as sights, trigger guard, and 
barrel length, ensuring optimal performance. Compatibility is 
crucial for both safety and efficiency, particularly in competitive 
shooting sports or self-defense scenarios. 
 
 

 
 
Consider your body type and comfort level​
​



Different holsters may be more comfortable for different body 
types. Consider your body shape and size when choosing a 
holster, and try to find one that will be comfortable for extended 
periods of wear.​
​
Consider the retention level you prefer​
​
Retention refers to how securely the holster holds the firearm in 
place. Some people prefer a high level of retention for added 
security, while others prefer a looser fit for quicker draw times. 
Determine your preference and look for a holster that matches.​
​
Research the holster's compatibility with your firearm​
​
Not all holsters are compatible with every type of firearm. Make 
sure the holster you choose is specifically designed for your make 
and model of firearm to ensure a proper fit and secure hold.​
​
Read reviews and seek recommendations​
​
Before making a final decision, read reviews from other users to 
get a sense of the holster's quality, durability, and overall 
performance. Additionally, seek recommendations from 
experienced IDPA competitors or firearms enthusiasts who can 
offer valuable insights and advice.​
​
Try before you buy, if possible​
​
If possible, visit a local firearms store or shooting range that 
allows you to try out different holsters before making a purchase. 



This will give you a hands-on experience and help you determine 
which holster feels the most comfortable and secure for you.​
​
Consider your budget​
​
Holsters can range in price from affordable to quite expensive. 
Determine your budget and look for holsters within that range. 
Remember, while price is important, prioritize quality and 
functionality over cost.​
​
In conclusion, finding the perfect IDPA holster requires careful 
consideration of your specific needs and preferences. Take the 
time to research and try out different options to ensure you find a 
holster that provides the comfort, security, and functionality you 
desire.  
 

Set your budget 
 
Holsters range in price from economical to premium options. 
Determine your price range before making a purchase to narrow 
down your choices and manage your expectations.When it comes 
to finding the perfect IDPA holster, there are several 
considerations and pieces of advice that can help you make the 
best decision. One important factor to consider is your primary 
use for the holster. Are you an IDPA competitor, a concealed 
carrier, or someone looking for a reliable backup for home 
defense? Identifying your intended use will greatly influence the 
features and specifications you should prioritize in a holster.​
​



Another important step is to understand the different types of 
holsters available. There are various options such as IWB (inside 
the waistband), OWB (outside the waistband), drop leg, and 
paddle holsters. Take the time to familiarize yourself with each 
type to ensure that you make an informed decision that aligns 
with your needs and preferences.​
​
Setting a budget is also crucial in the process of finding the 
perfect IDPA holster. Holsters come in a wide range of prices, 
from more economical options to premium choices. By 
determining your price range beforehand, you can narrow down 
your choices and manage your expectations accordingly.​
​
By considering these factors and following this advice, you can 
ensure that you find the ideal IDPA holster that meets your 
specific requirements and enhances your shooting experience.  
 

Research 
 
Read reviews from fellow IDPA competitors, as well as reputable 
gun forums and websites. Actively seeking out opinions and 
experiences of others will help you make a more informed 
decision. 
 
If possible, try on and handle potential holsters at your local gun 
store or range. This hands-on approach will allow you to gauge 
the comfort, accessibility, and retention of each option in 
person.When searching for the perfect IDPA holster, there are 
several considerations and pieces of advice to keep in mind. First 



and foremost, it's important to consider your primary use for the 
holster. 
 
Are you an IDPA competitor, a concealed carrier, or someone who 
wants a reliable backup for home defense? Your intended use will 
greatly influence the features and specifications you should 
prioritize in a holster.​
​
Next, it's crucial to understand the different types of holsters 
available. There are various options such as IWB (inside the 
waistband), OWB (outside the waistband), drop leg, and paddle 
holsters. Take the time to familiarize yourself with each type to 
make an informed decision based on your specific needs and 
preferences.​
​
Setting a budget is another important step in the holster-buying 
process. Holsters can range in price from economical options to 
premium choices. By determining your price range beforehand, 
you can narrow down your choices and manage your 
expectations accordingly.​
​
Research is key when searching for the perfect IDPA holster. 
Take the time to read reviews from fellow IDPA competitors, as 
well as reputable gun forums and websites. Actively seeking out 
the opinions and experiences of others will help you make a more 
informed decision and potentially avoid any potential issues or 
drawbacks with certain holsters.​
​
If possible, try on and handle potential holsters at your local gun 
store or range. This hands-on approach will allow you to gauge 



the comfort, accessibility, and retention of each option in person. 
It's important to find a holster that not only securely holds your 
firearm but also allows for a quick and smooth draw when 
needed.​
​
By considering these factors and following this advice, you can 
increase your chances of finding the perfect IDPA holster that 
meets your needs, preferences, and budget. Remember, the right 
holster can greatly enhance your shooting experience and overall 
safety.  
 



FAQ 

What are IDPA Holsters? 

 
IDPA holsters, or International Defensive Pistol Association 
holsters, are specifically constructed holsters for the IDPA's 
competitive shooting competitions. They are normally composed 
of robust materials and allow you to access your firearm securely 
and easily during contests. 
 

Why are IDPA Holsters important? 
IDPA holsters are essential for participants in IDPA competitions, 
as they allow for quick and secure access to your firearm while 



ensuring that it is safely carried and stored when not in use. They 
are designed to meet specific requirements and standards set by 
the IDPA and are crucial for safety, performance, and compliance 
with rules during competitions. 
 

What are the main types of IDPA Holsters? 
There are several types of IDPA Holsters, such as belt-mounted 
holsters, inside-the-waistband (IWB) holsters, 
outside-the-waistband (OWB) holsters, and paddle holsters. Each 
type has its own benefits and is suitable for different preferences 
and shooting styles. 
 

 



How do I choose the right IDPA Holster? 
Consider considerations such as comfort, durability, accessibility, 
and concealment while selecting an IDPA Holster.  
 
Additionally, ensure that the holster fulfils the IDPA's specific rules 
and standards for your chosen competition division. It's also a 
good idea to study reviews and ask fellow shooters or instructors 
for ideas. 
 

Are there any specific features to look for in an IDPA 
Holster? 
Adjustable retention, a thumb break or other secure locking 
mechanism, and a comfortable and secure fit for your pistol are all 
crucial qualities to look for in an IDPA Holster. Holsters with a 
forward rake or cant angle may also help with faster draws and 
better accuracy during competitions. 
 
 



 

How do I care for and maintain my IDPA Holster? 
To keep your IDPA Holster in top shape, clean and inspect it on a 
regular basis for signs of wear and tear, and make sure it's clear 
of debris. As needed, apply leather conditioner or other  
 
appropriate cleaning solutions to leather or synthetic materials. 
Following the manufacturer's care and maintenance 
recommendations can help extend the life and performance of 
your IDPA Holster. 
 



What is the difference between IDPA and IPSC 
Holsters? 
While IDPA and IPSC (International Practical Shooting 
Confederation) Holsters are both created for competitive shooting 
events, there are minor variances in their rules and standards.  
 
IDPA Holsters emphasize concealment and realistic self-defense 
circumstances, whereas IPSC Holsters prioritize open and 
unconcealed carry choices with less emphasis on concealment. It 
is critical to use a holster that fits the specific regulations and 
criteria of the tournament in which you intend to compete. 
 

 
© University of Guns | As an Amazon™ Associate, we earn from qualifying purchases. 

http://universityofguns.com

	The Best IDPA Holsters 
	The Top 20 IDPA Holsters 
	Buyer’s Guide 
	Important Features 
	Retention 
	Accessibility 
	Concealment 
	Comfort 
	Compatibility 
	Set your budget 
	Research 


	FAQ 
	What are IDPA Holsters? 
	Why are IDPA Holsters important? 
	What are the main types of IDPA Holsters? 
	How do I choose the right IDPA Holster? 
	Are there any specific features to look for in an IDPA Holster? 
	How do I care for and maintain my IDPA Holster? 
	What is the difference between IDPA and IPSC Holsters? 



