SPRING / SUMMER 1987

PREEMPTIONS OF SOAP OPERAS

The aim of this document is to gather information which can make easier the datation of episodes of different soap operas
for the period of Spring / Summer 1987.

You can contact me to complete or correct the information below : feuxdelamour.com@agmail.com

Besides, for more general information about the datation of the episodes of The Young and the Restless, you can refer to
this document : http://www.feuxdelamour.com/quide.pdf

Introduction

The considered period, of Spring / Summer 1987, goes from March 21st (March equinox) to September 23rd, 1987
(September equinox), both included. This period lasts 187 days : 133 weekdays + 54 Saturdays/Sundays.

On the basis of a maximum of 1 episode per weekday, and no episode on weekends, which is generally observed, a
maximum of 133 episodes could have been broadcast during this period.

Number and dates of the preemptions

The number and the dates of the preemptions are proper to each soap opera.

During this period, some preemptions are due to the hearings before the Congress in the Iran-Contra affair’. Their
number and their dates are also proper to each soap opera.

Usual
broadcast
Channel tlm.e Preemptions
(during
this
period)
With the help of the William and Lee Bell Collection of Scripts for Television
Soap Operas of the UCLA Library?, we can deduce there were 122 episodes
broadcast during the considered period.
YThe from Therefore, on the basis of 133 weekdays, 11 preemptions occurred during the
oung CBS 12h30 to considered period.
and the
13h30
Restless . ;
2 preemptions correspond to the coverage of the US Open tennis® (on
September 7th and 11th).
At the maximum, 9 preemptions are due to the Iran-Contra hearings.

' See this website for more information on this affair : htt
2 http://pdf.oac.cdlib.ora/pdf/ucla/pasc/wibell.pdf
3 Toledo Blade, page 56
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With the help of the collection of scripts of the UCLA Library (mentioned above),
we can deduce there were 122 episodes broadcast during the considered
period.
The Bold from . . : .
and the CBS 13h30 to Therefore, 11 preemptions occurred during the considered period.
Beautiful 14h00 , :
2 preemptions correspond to the coverage of the US Open tennis* (on
September 7th and 11th).
At the maximum, 9 preemptions are due to the Iran-Contra hearings.
According to an online discussion on the website Soap Opera Network®, at the
maximum, 17 preemptions occurred during the considered period.
As the from
World CBS 14h00 to 2 preemptions correspond to the coverage of the US Open tennis (on
Turns 15h00 September 7th and 11th).
Therefore, at the maximum, 15 preemptions are due to the Iran-Contra hearings.
According to the French website for this soap opera®, 118 episodes were
broadcast during the considered period.
Therefore, 15 preemptions occurred during the considered period.
2 preemptions correspond to the coverage of the Wimbledon Championships’
(on July 2nd and 3rd). Besides, according to this website, 1 preemption occurred
on September 15th.
According to this website, 12 preemptions are due to Iran-Contra hearings (see
from the dates below) :
a3 | NBC | 15h00to * May5
16h00 o July7
o July8
e July9
e July10
e July13
o July 14
e July15
e July 21
e July 28
e July 30
e July 31

Preemptions due to the Iran-Contra hearings

The hearings schedule and the live broadcasting

The hearings (before the House select committee to investigate covert arms transactions with Iran, and before the Senate
select committee on secret military assistance to Iran and the Nicaraguan opposition) were conducted during 44
discontinuous days, from May 5th to August 6th, with generally one session in the morning and one session in the
afternoon. Occasionally, there was only one session per day.

5 https: rds. . i 4-as-
8 http://santabarbara-online.com/Calendar1987.htm
" Toledo Blade, June 27th, page 17
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Live broadcasting is proper to the date and to the channel.

Morning session

Afternoon session

Live broadcasting
network(s), among

Witnesses before the

ABC, CBS, NBC Congress
Start End Start End
-;‘n‘:;ﬁz 10h00® | 12h20° | 14h00™ | 17h01" | ABC, CBSand NBC'" [ Richard V. Secord
« CBS and NBC will
Wednesda carry at least the start of
Mav 6th Y| 10n00™ | 12h00™ | 14h00" | 15h50" | today’s hearings. ABC | Richard V. Secord
Y was undecided on its
coverage. »"’
Thursday, ” I 2 o « CBS, NBC, ABC .
May 7th | 10h00" | 12h00' | 14n00% | 15h45 o ided 2 Richard V. Secord
No live coverage
Friday, - | 10n03% | 12h09% | 14n00% | 17n2oes | Planned, butnetworks gy secord
May 8th can break-in if
developments warrant?’
« ABC, CBS and NBC
Monda plan some live coverage
May 115’] 10h05% | 12h00% | 14h00* 17h11% but the length and the | Robert C. McFarlane

timing has not been
determined. »*'%

8 Transcripts. document 1, page 1
® Transcripts, document 1, page 39

® Transcripts, document 1, page 39
" Transcripts, document 1, page 85

2 The San Bernardino County Sun. May 5th, 1987, page 5

3 Transcripts, document 1, page 87

" Transcripts, document 1, page 119
'® Transcripts, document 1, page 119
"6 Transcripts, document 1, page 151
7 The San Bernardino County Sun, May 6th, 1987, page 1
'8 Transcripts, document 1, page 153
' Transcripts, document 1, page 192
2 Transcripts, document 1, page 192
2 Transcripts, document 1, page 263

22

2 Transcripts, document 1, page 265
2 Transcripts, document 1, page 304
% Transcripts, document 1, page 304
% Transcripts, document 1, page 367

27 Press & Sun-Bulletin, May 8th, 1987, page 8
% Transcripts. document 2, page 1

2 Transcripts, document 2, page 33

%0 Transcripts, document 2, page 33

% Transcripts, document 2, page 81

El Paso Times, May 11th, 1987, page 1

32

3 The San Bernardino County Sun, May 11th, 1987, page 1
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No live coverage
Tuesday, | 41 05% | 12h00% | 14h00% | 17n17e7 | Planned, butnetworks | oo o McFarlane
May 12th can break-in if
developments warrant®
ABC and CBS : no live
coverage planned, but
Wednesda networks can break-in if
Ma 13thy’ 10h00*® | 12h15* [ 14h00* 17h074 | developments warrant ; | Robert C. McFarlane
y NBC : « NBC’s plans
were not immediately
known »*
Thursda Iaﬁ(r)\;:i/ebict)vneg’[e\‘/\?:rks e Robert C. McFarlane
Y | 10n03* | 12h40% | 14n00% | 17h00* | P ’ _ e Gaston J. Sigur
May 14th can break-in if e Robert W Owen
developments warrant*® :
No live coverage
Tuesday, | 45004 | 12n10% | 14h0ost | 1ehass | Planned, butnetworks o po i\ owen
May 19th can break-in if
developments warrant
No live coverage
Wednesday, 54 55 56 57 planned, but networks e Adolfo P. Calero
May 20th 10n00 12n10 14n00 18h08 can break-in if e John K. Singlaub
developments warrant®®
No live coverage e Ellen C. Garwood
Thursday, 10h00%° | 13h03%° 14h40°" 16h20%2 planned, but networks e William B. O’'Boyle
May 21st can break-in if e Joseph Coors
developments warrant®® | e John K. Singlaub

% Transcripts, document 2, page 83

% Transcripts, document 2, page 112

% Transcripts, document 2, page 112

% Transcripts, document 2, page 161

3 E| Paso Times, May 12th, 1987, page 1
% Transcripts, document 2, page 163

4% Transcripts, document 2, page 195

4! Transcripts, document 2, page 195

42 Transcripts, document 2, page 245

43 The San Bernardino County Sun, May 13th, 1987, page 9

4 Transcripts, document 2, page 247
4 Transcripts, document 2, page 284
“6 Transcripts, document 2, page 284
47 Transcripts, document 2, page 346
48 .
“® Transcripts, document 2, page 347
% Transcripts, document 2, page 391
5" Transcripts, document 2, page 391
52 Transcripts, document 2, page 441
53
Reno Gazette-Journal. May 19th, 1987, page 6
5 Transcripts, document 3, page 1
% Transcripts, document 3, page 40
% Transcripts, document 3, page 40
5" Transcripts, document 3, page 107
% Reno Gazette-Journal. May 20th, 1987, page 4
% Transcripts, document 3, page 109
% Transcripts, document 3, page 168
& Transcripts, document 3, page 168
%2 Transcripts, document 3, page 200

8 The San Bernardino County Sun, May 21st, 1987, page 10
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No live coverage
Wednesday, o4 65 66 o7 planned, but networks e Robert C. Dutton
May 27th | °h0S" | 12h05™ | 14h00™ | 17h26 can break-in if e Felix I. Rodriguez
developments warrant®®
No live coverage
Thursday, 69 70 71 72 planned, but networks e Felix |. Rodriguez
May 28th 9h30 11h45 14h00 17h40 can break-in if e Lewis A. Tambs
developments warrant™
No live coverage
Friday, | o097 | 12n007 | 13n307 | 1eh2or | Planned, butnetworks | po o castillo
May 29th can break-in if
developments warrant®
No live coverage
Tuesday, | g a5 | 1opo5® | 14nh00% | 17h2s® | Planned,butnetworks | iy apoms
June 2nd can break-in if
developments warrant®
No live coverage
Wednesday, a4 85 86 87 planned, but networks e Elliott Abrams
June 3rd 9h00 13h20 14na4 17h15 can break-in if e Albert Hakim
developments warrant®®
No live coverage
Thursday, 89 90 91 02 planned, but networks e David M. Lewis
June 4th 10n00 10n30 13030 17h40 can break-in if e Albert Hakim
developments warrant®
Frida No live coverage
June 5):’h 9h04** [ 12h30% | 13h30°% 297 planned, but networks | Albert Hakim
can break-in if

% Transcripts, document 3, page 201
% Transcripts, document 3, page 251
% Transcripts, document 3, page 251
5" Transcripts, document 3, page 316
8 Reno Gazette-Journal. May 27th, 1987, page 8
% Transcripts, document 3, page 317
0 Transcripts, document 3, page 365
" Transcripts, document 3, page 365
2 Transcripts, document 3, page 433
3 Reno Gazette-Journal, May 28th, 1987, page 7
7 Transcripts, document 4, page 1
S Transcripts, document 4, page 44
8 Transcripts, document 4, page 44
" Transcripts, document 4, page 86
78
Reno Gazette-Journal. May 29th, 1987, page 9
& ' , page 1
8 Transcripts, document 5, page 53
8 Transcripts, document 5, page 53
8 Transcripts, document 5, page 112
83 Reno Gazette-Journal, June 2nd. 1987, page 7
8 Transcripts, document 5, page 113
8 Transcripts, document 5, page 193
8 Transcripts, document 5, page 193
8 Transcripts, document 5, page 232
8 Reno Gazette-Journal, June 3rd, 1987, page 9
% Transcripts, document 5, page 233
 Transcripts, document 5, page 240
9 Transcripts, document 5, page 241
2 Transcripts, document 5, page 298

% The San Bernardino County Sun, June 4th, 1987, page 12

% Transcripts, document 5, page 299
% Transcripts, document 5, page 351
% Transcripts, document 5, page 351
¥ Transcripts, document 5, page 388
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developments warrant®
No live coverage
Monday, 9h30% 12h05' | 14h00™" 17h25102 planned, but networks e Bretton G. Sciaroni
June 8th can break-in if e Fawn Hall
developments warrant'®
No live coverage
Tuesday, 9h30"* | 12h43'%® | No afternoon session planned, but networks Fawn Hall
June 9th can break-in if
developments warrant'%
No live coverage .
Tuesday, | g 0507 | 1000100 | 14n0s0° | 17n3ge | Planned. butnetworks | 2 ﬁclaee%AkEgE nete
June 23rd can break-in if e Hen H Gaffne
developments warrant'" ryH. y
No live coverage
Wednesday, 12 13 114 15 planned, but networks .
June 24th 9h05 12h15 14h30 17h40 can break-in if Stanley Sporkin
developments warrant''®
No live coverage
Thursday, | o 5117 | 12n08™e | 14n09™ | 1ghost0 | Planned,butnetworks |~ yoo ) cooper
June 25th can break-in if '
developments warrant'’
Tj‘:ﬁ;‘i';z 9h00'2 | 12h05' | 14h00'** | 17h05'% | ABC, CBS and NBC'® | Oliver L. North
Wjﬂ'l’;zflfy’ 9h00'7 | 12h10' | 14h00™ | 17h07'* | ABC, CBS and NBC™' [ Oliver L. North

98

Reno Gazette-Journal, June 5th, 1987, page 5
% Transcripts, document 5, page 389

1% Transcripts, document 5, page 441
9" Transcripts, document 5, page 441
02 Transcripts, document 5, page 509
103 F| Paso Times, June 8th, 1987, page 6
1% Transcripts, document 5, page 511
"% Transcripts, document 5, page 569
1% Reno Gazette-Journal, June 9th, 1987, page 8
07 Transcripts. document 6, page 1
"% Transcripts, document 6, page 53
19 Transcripts, document 6, page 53
"0 Transcripts, document 6, page 113
" Reno Gazette-Journal, June 23rd, 1987, page 4
"2 Transcripts, document 6, page 115
"3 Transcripts, document 6, page 170
"4 Transcripts, document 6, page 170
"8 Transcripts, document 6, page 224
116 H
"7 Transcripts, document 6, page 225
"8 Transcripts, document 6, page 271
"9 Transcripts, document 6, page 271
20 Transcripts, document 6, page 334
121
Reno Gazette-Journal. June 25th, 1987, page 5
"2 Transcripts, document 7, page 1
23 Transcripts, document 7, page 48
24 Transcripts, document 7, page 48
125 Transcripts, document 7, page 93
126 Reno Gazette-Journal, July 7th. 1987, page 5
2" Transcripts, document 7, page 95
28 Transcripts, document 7, page 140
"2 Transcripts, document 7, page 140
30 Transcripts, document 7, page 186

31 Reno Gazette-Journal, July 8th, 1987, page 5
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Tj‘ln;sgfhy’ 9h00™2 | 11h57'% | 14h00™ | 17h05'5 | ABC, CBS and NBC'* | Oliver L. North
JE[;dfgt’h 9h00™ | 12h02"8 | 14h06™ | 17h11'*® | ABC, CBS and NBC'™' | Oliver L. North
ﬂ‘l’;‘ﬁ'g{h 9h00™2 | 12n10™ | 14h00™ | 17h10™5 | ABC, CBS and NBC™¢ | Oliver L. North
Tuesday, 147 148 149 150 151 e Oliver L. North
July 14¢h | 10h00" | 12h13 14h00 19h00 ABC, CBS and NBC  Robort C. MeFarlane
V‘ﬁ*ﬂ;‘ﬁzy’ 9h00™2 | 12h10™3 | 14h00'* | 17h22'85 | ABC, CBS and NBC'® | John M. Poindexter
NBC (the 2 others can
Thursday, 157 158 ) break-in if .
9h00 12h35 No afternoon session John M. Poindexter
July 16th developments warrant)
1591160
CBS (the 2 others can
Friday, 9h00™" | 12n35'2 | 14h30%* | 16h20"¢ break-in if John M. Poindexter
July 17th developments warrant)
165
ABC (the 2 others can
Monday, | o g | 12n07'67 | 14n05% | 17h05% break-in if John M. Poindexter
July 20th developments warrant)
170

32 Transcripts, document 7, page 187
'3 Transcripts, document 7, page 234
'3 Transcripts, document 7, page 234

'35 Transcripts, document 7, page 280
136

87 Transcripts, document 7, page 281
'3 Transcripts, document 7, page 322
¥ Transcripts, document 7, page 322
40 Transcripts. document 8, page 29
41 Reno Gazette-Journal, July 10th, 1987, page 5
42 Transcripts, document 8, page 31
43 Transcripts, document 8, page 80
44 Transcripts, document 8, page 80
45 Transcripts, document 8, page 128
46 Reno Gazette-Journal, July 13th, 1987, page 4
7 Transcripts, document 8, page 129
48 Transcripts, document 8, page 169
® Transcripts, document 8, page 169
% Transcripts, document 8, page 242
151
Reno Gazette-Journal, July 14th, 1987, page 4
152 : , page 1
183 Transcripts, document 9, page 41
5% Transcripts, document 9, page 41
'8 Transcripts, document 9, page 86
%6 Reno Gazette-Journal, July 15th, 1987, page 6
7 Transcripts, document 9, page 87
%8 Transcripts, document 9, page 138
159
Reno Gazette-Journal, July 16th, 1987, page 5
160 i
6" Transcripts, document 9, page 139
82 Transcripts, document 9, page 194
83 Transcripts, document 9, page 194
'8 Transcripts, document 9, page 224
165 Reno Gazette-Journal, July 17th. 1987, page 4
"% Transcripts, document 9, page 225
167 Transcripts, document 9, page 272
88 Transcripts, document 9, page 272
'8 Transcripts, document 9, page 320
70 Reno Gazette-Journal, July 20th, 1987, page 4
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NBC (the 2 others can
Tuesday, | 95011 | 12010'72 | 14h00™ | 16h55"™ break-in if John M. Poindexter
July 21st developments warrant)
175
CBS (the 2 others can
Thursday, 176 177 178 179 break‘|n |f
July 23rd 9h00 12h25 14h30 18h05 developments warrant) George P. Shultz
180
ABC (the 2 others can
Friday, 181 182 183 184 break‘ln |f
July 24th 9h00 12h30 14h00 17h25 developments warrant) George P. Shultz
185
NBC (the 2 others can
Tuesday, 186 0187 188 189 break-in if .
July 28th 9h00 / 14h00 17h10 developments warrant) Edwin Meese
190
CBS (the 2 others can
Wednesday, . . 191 192 break-in if .
July 29th No morning session | 12h40 20h25 developments warrant) Edwin Meese
193
ABC (the 2 others can
Thursday, 194 195 196 197 break‘|n |f
July 30th 9h00 12h00 14h00 16h45 developments warrant) Donald T. Regan
198
. NBC (the 2 others can
Friday, 9h00™° | 12h35%° | 14h00%" | 16h45%2 break-in if ¢ Donald T. Regan
July 31st e Caspar W. Weinberger
developments warrant)

" Transcripts, document 9, page 321
72 Transcripts, document 9, page 360
7% Transcripts, document 9, page 360
' Transcripts, document 9, page 404
175
Reno Gazette-Journal, July 21st, 1987, page 6
176 : , page 1
" Transcripts, document 10, page 49
78 Transcripts, document 10, page 49
' Transcripts, document 10, page 97
80 Reno Gazette-Journal, July 23th. 1987, page 7
8 Transcripts, document 10, page 99
82 Transcripts, document 10, page 145
'8 Transcripts, document 10, page 145
'8 Transcripts, document 10, page 194
18 Reno Gazette-Journal, July 24th, 1987, page 4
'8 Transcripts, document 10, page 195
'8 Transcripts, document 10, page 248
'8 Transcripts, document 10, page 248
"8 Transcripts, document 10, page 300
%0 Reno Gazette-Journal, July 28th, 1987, page 5
¥ Transcripts, document 10, page 301
'°2 Transcripts, document 10, page 436
193 Reno Gazette-Journal, July 29th, 1987, page 4
%% Transcripts, document 11, page 1
"% Transcripts, document 11, page 53
1% Transcripts, document 11, page 53
7 Transcripts, document 11, page 97

%8 The San Bernardino County Sun, July 30th, 1987, page 10

9 Transcripts, document 11, page 99

200 Transcripts, document 11, page 160
20" Transcripts, document 11, page 160
202 Transcripts, document 11, page 203
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203
CBS (the 2 others can
Monday, 204 205 . break-in if .
August 3rd 9h00 13h10 No afternoon session developments warrant) Caspar W. Weinberger
206
Tuesda Hearings were not : gﬁré?)c/)fﬁﬁg Igtrar:](:?ael
y; 9h00%” | 12h05% | 14h00%*° | 17h30%*"° public : no .
August 4th broadcast?” American Task Force of
the CIA (C/CATF)
Hearings were not
Wednesday, | o022 | qop50212 | 14n152% | 18h05%'S public : no  C/CATF
August 5th broadcast?’® e Clair George
Thursda Hearings were not
Auqust G)t,;\ 9h00%"" | 12h10%"® | 14h10%° | 16h01%% public : no Clair George
9 broadcast®”'

Preemptions during the hearings

According to The Washington Post, July 13th, 1987222 :
e During the week of July 6th, ABC broadcast soap operas during the lunch break of the hearings, whereas CBS
broadcast game shows (The Price Is Right and $25,000 Pyramid).
e CBS decided to broadcast The Young and the Restless and The Bold and the Beautiful during the hearings’
noontime break from July 13th.

From the information given above, we can deduce The Young and the Restless, which is broadcast from 12h30 to 13h30
on CBS (at least during the considered period), was preempted on these dates : July 7th, July 8th, July 9th, July 10th,
July 29th, August 3rd. This soap opera was preempted 3 other times during the Spring / Summer 1987, and probably
during the Iran-Contra public hearings from May 5th (day during which CBS, as well as ABC and NBC, provided live
coverage of the hearings) to July 31st. These 3 dates are yet to determine.

As for The Bold and the Beautiful, which is broadcast from 13h30 to 14h00 on CBS (at least during the considered
period), we can deduce from the information given above the following dates for the preemptions : July 7th, July 8th, July
9th, July 10th, July 29th. This soap opera was preempted 4 other times during the Spring / Summer 1987, and probably
during the Iran-Contra public hearings from May 5th (day during which CBS, as well as ABC and NBC, provided live
coverage of the hearings) to August 3rd. These 4 dates are yet to determine.
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Regarding As the World Turns, whose usual broadcast time is 14h00 to 15h00 on CBS (at least during the considered
period), we can deduce from the information given above the following dates for the preemptions : May 5th, July 7th, July
8th, July 9th, July 10th, July 13th, July 14th, July 15th, July 17th, July 23rd, July 29th. This soap opera was preempted 4
other times during the Spring / Summer 1987, and probably during the Iran-Contra public hearings from May 6th to
August 3rd. These 4 dates are yet to determine.

As to Santa Barbara, whose usual broadcast time is 15h00 to 16h00 on NBC (at least during the considered period), we
can deduce from the information given above the following dates for the preemptions : May 5th, July 7th, July 8th, July
9th, July 10th, July 13th, July 14th, July 15th, July 21st, July 28th, July 31st. This soap opera was preempted 1 other time
during the Spring / Summer 1987, and probably during the Iran-Contra public hearings from May 6th to August 3rd.
According to the French website for this soap opera, mentioned above, this soap opera was preempted on July 30th?%,
On that day, ABC had to provide the live coverage of the hearings?*, but NBC, as well as CBS, had the option to provide
it if they believe news developments warrant, according to an agreement concluded by these three networks two weeks
earlier?®. It is yet unknown how the French website could obtain the information that this soap opera was preempted on
NBC on July 30th.
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