
 

Service-Learning at Saint Joseph's University 

 
Gompers School 

 
Placement Liaison Kenzie 

Address:  5701 Wynnefield Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19131 

Phone: 215-400-7250 

Supervisors Jeffrey Wasch: jwasch@sju.edu  
Transportation Five minute walk through /around campus 

Service Times Three hours, varies during school day  

Orientation and 
clearances required 

Gompers requires all volunteers to complete: 
1.​ Four clearances, listed below 

a.​ FBI Criminal Background Check 
b.​ PA Criminal Background Check 
c.​ PA Child Abuse Clearance 
d.​ SJU Minors on Campus 

COVID Precautions Please follow your CPO’s requirements about wearing face masks and Covid testing.  

 
Description of the Agency: Samuel Gompers School is a public K-8 school in the School District of Philadelphia 
with special education and autistic support. “Samuel Gompers School provides a rich academic program for the 
children of the neighborhood. Gompers educational mission is to maximize the academic and personal competence 
of all its students. We recognize and value the potential of all students.” Gompers School is located in the 
Wynnefield neighborhood of Philadelphia and sits beside SJU’s campus. SJU and Gompers continue to work on 
deepening the partnership between the schools. 
 
Service-Learning Activity:  

Classes: Students assist in the classroom, providing group work support, individual tutoring or instruction 
for students ahead or behind the rest of the class, or assistance to the teacher during lessons or activities 
during the day.  Students will primarily be developing relationships with the children in the classrooms 
where they are placed. Students involved in afterschool activities will assist by running aspects of the 
program, tutoring students, and engaging in conversation. Class assignments will be determined based on 
students’ schedules and Gompers’ teachers availability.  
 
After-School tutoring: Students will support a new tutoring program with direct support of students 
assisting with homework help, tutoring literacy and math subjects. Students will build relationships with 
the students attending afterschool programs. 

 
Orientation / Requirements: SJU and Gompers School policies require 4 clearances to volunteer at this placement 
turned in before start of service: Criminal Background, Child Abuse History, FBI Fingerprinting and school district 
video training.  
 
**School District of Philadelphia placements (Gompers School) require a different mandated reporter training (#4 online 
training) - If you complete the School District of Philadelphia training, you do not have to complete the SJU Minors on 
Campus training.  
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-​ Volunteer Code of Conduct: Summarizes the standard behavior, professionalism, and respect that all 

volunteers must adhere to when in our schools. All volunteers must read, agree to, and sign the 
Volunteer Code of Conduct Form before volunteering with the School District of Philadelphia. 
 

●​ Act 126 - Child Abuse Mandated Reporter Training Certificate: Pennsylvania recently expanded the 
list of individuals considered to be mandated reporters. It is the School District of Philadelphia’s 
interpretation that student volunteers of partner organizations working in District schools are now 
considered mandated reporters and must provide a certificate substantiating that they have been 
trained on this topic. Below is the link to the web-based training: 

○​ Safe Schools Act 126 Training (Free, 3 hour) - Print Certificates after completion: 
https://philasdnondistrict-pa.safeschools.com/login  

○​ Code - ebee1b6e 
 
More information on how to complete these clearances is available at www.sju.edu/servicelearningstudents and at 
Placement Awareness Training. 
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