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Unit 8 Vocabulary 

 

 
Unit 8 Vocabulary 

FLhttps://www.flippity.net/fc.php?k=11w7UWb
WJ5q-aPSi8hIyX4r7qUMcZlyd2PdlR3qW_jEg

ASHCARDS!  

Introducing your argument  
●​ Hook 

○​ Grab the reader’s attention 
with a strong opening 
statement 

●​ Background information 
○​ Expand on your opening 

statement with the most 
relevant contextual 
information 

●​ Thesis 
○​ State the central argument 

you want to make—your 
thesis statement 

 
●​ How to write a thesis Video 

 

 

 Introduction paragraph 

Identifying Credible 
Sources 

Essential Ideas 

 

 
 
How to Evaluate Sources for Reliability 

Key Words: 
Credible - accurate and believable 
Objective - factual and without bias or opinion 
Unbiased - fair; equal 
 
What makes a source credible? Think CUES!  
The source should be current and unbiased. 
The author should be an expert. Lastly, the 
information should be supported with facts, 
data, graphs, charts, and other materials that 
indicate research into the topic.  
 

 

Claims, Reasons, Evidence Essential Ideas 

Ask yourself… 
 

Claim - statement of opinion 
Evidence - proof for a reason that supports a claim 
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Claim: What do I think? 
Reason: Why do I think it? 
Evidence: How do I know?             
 

When writing an argument, start by making your 
claim. To support your claim, provide reasons why 
you believe your claim. Then, support each reason 
with evidence such as facts and details.  

Counterarguments and 
Opposing claims 

Examples 

Your argumentative writing MUST address 
counterarguments or opposing claims! 
 

●​ Counterargument: 
○​ an argument that addresses an 

opposing claim    
●​ Opposing claims: 

○​ arguments that contradict each 
other 

Opposing  viewpoints  

Click here to enlarge picture 

 

Concluding your argument  

A good conclusion should achieve the 
following goals: 

●​ Restating and summarizing the 
central idea or claim (thesis). 

●​ Briefly explain how the reasons 
connect to the claim 

●​ Brings all of the ideas together with an 
impactful final sentence. 

 

How to write a conclusion 

 

 

Example (color highlighted text indicates the parts 
of the conclusion paragraph shown below): 

●​ Returns to your thesis 
●​ Ties together your main points 
●​ Shows why your argument matters 

EXAMPLE: 

Braille paved the way for dramatic cultural 
changes in the way blind people were treated and 
the opportunities available to them. Louis Braille’s 
innovation was to reimagine existing reading 
systems from a blind perspective, and the success 
of this invention required sighted teachers to 
adapt to their students’ reality instead of the other 
way around. In this sense, Braille helped drive 
broader social changes in the status of blindness. 
New accessibility tools provide practical 
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advantages to those who need them, but they can 
also change the perspectives and attitudes of 
those who do not. 

Precise and formal 
language 

Examples 

(click to enlarge) 

 
 

Precise language 

(click to enlarge) 
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