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Urban Ward Research Guide

Geographic Context for 19th Century Urban Genealogy

Ward boundaries changed frequently in growing 19th century cities. Understanding these changes is
critical for locating ancestors in census, directory, and vital records. This guide helps track geographic
context across changing municipal boundaries.

Research Location

City/Municipality:

County/State:

Research Time Period:

Target Individual(s):

Known Address(es):

Ward Boundary Timeline

Document ward boundary changes for your research period. Note: Same address may be in
different wards at different times.

Year Ward # Boundaries Changes From Source
Previous

Address-to-Ward Mapping

Track which ward contained your target address(es) over time:

Address Ward Year Source Type Notes
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Ward Demographics and Character

Understanding ward character helps interpret family circumstances and verify correct individual:

Ward Number(s):

Primary Ethnic Groups:

Dominant Religious
Institutions:

Major
Industries/Employers:

Economic Character:

Housing Types:

Transportation Access:

Neighboring Wards
Families often moved within adjacent wards. Document nearby wards to expand search:

Ward # Character/Demographics Relevance to Research

Source-Ward Correlation

Verify ward designations across multiple sources:

Source Type Year Ward Address Consistent?
Census OYOoON
City Directory OYON
Vital Record OYON
Tax Record OYON
Church Record OYON
Newspaper OYoON
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Historical Map Resources

Resource Coverage Access/Notes
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

City Ward Maps

Atlas/Plat Maps

Census Enumeration Maps
Modern GIS Overlays

Geographic Research Findings

Movement Patterns

Residential Stability:

Migration Within City:

Logical Progression?:

Geographic Insights

How does geographic information support identification?

Unexplained gaps or movements:

Ward Research Checklist

Confirmed ward number for each year being researched
Cross-referenced ward designation across multiple sources
Verified address numbers against contemporary numbering
Checked for street name changes during research period
Mapped address location using historical maps

Identified primary ethnic/religious communities in ward
Researched local institutions (churches, schools)
Understood transportation and employment access
Documented neighboring wards for expanded search

O\oooooooio

Template from The Brooklyn Mat Maker Case Study | Storyline Genealogy
Brooklyn Ward 7 research was essential for tracking the Kenny family through changing boundaries
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