
 

 

FILTERS TO RETRIEVE STUDIES RELATED TO END OF LIFE 

DATABASES: EMBASE, MEDLINE, PSYCINFO, COCHRANE LIBRARY, CINAHL 

 
EMBASE  

PLATFORM OVID 

DATABASE EMBASE 

LAST UPDATED DATE 03-03-2021 

VALIDATION STATUS This filter is not validated 

SEARCH FILTER 
(COPY AND PASTE INTO THE 
EMBASE SEARCH BOX) 

exp death/ or exp attitude to death/ or exp terminal care/ or exp terminally ill 
patient/ or exp terminal disease/ or exp mortality/ or exp palliative therapy/ or 
exp hospice/ or bereavement/ or bereavement counseling/ or bereavement 
support/ or exp grief/ or ("end of life" or dying or death or mortality or EOL or 
"terminally ill" or hospice* or palliative* or thantolog* or bereav* or grief or 
grieving).mp. or (terminal adj1 (ill* or care or carer* or caring or wishes or 
preference*)).mp. 

CITATION Campbell, SM. Filter to Retrieve Studies Related to End of Life in the OVID 
EMBASE Database. Geoffrey & Robyn Sperber Health Sciences Library, 
University of Alberta. Rev. March 3, 2021. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1thYxOfvuDeMzsX5Le65IjGva1TesC-ICr
Gl-wzPiI04/edit#heading=h.ldbxqb34y1kj  

 
 

 

Geoffrey & Robyn Sperber Health Sciences Library 
Contact: sprbhelp@ualberta.ca 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1thYxOfvuDeMzsX5Le65IjGva1TesC-ICrGl-wzPiI04/edit#heading=h.ldbxqb34y1kj
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1thYxOfvuDeMzsX5Le65IjGva1TesC-ICrGl-wzPiI04/edit#heading=h.ldbxqb34y1kj


 

 

FILTERS TO RETRIEVE STUDIES RELATED TO END OF LIFE 

DATABASES: EMBASE, MEDLINE, PSYCINFO, COCHRANE LIBRARY, CINAHL 

 
MEDLINE  

PLATFORM OVID 

DATABASE MEDLINE  

LAST UPDATED DATE 03-03-2021 

VALIDATION STATUS This filter is not validated 

SEARCH FILTER 
(COPY AND PASTE INTO THE 
OVID MEDLINE SEARCH BOX) 

exp Death/ or exp Attitude to Death/ or  exp Terminal Care/ or  exp Terminally 
Ill/ or exp Mortality/ or exp Palliative Care/ or exp Hospices/ or  exp 
Thanatology/ or exp Bereavement/ or exp Grief/ or ("end of life" or dying or 
death or mortality or EOL or "terminally ill" or hospice* or palliative* or 
thantolog* or bereav* or grief or grieving).mp. or (terminal adj1 (ill* or care or 
carer* or caring or wishes or preference*)).mp. 

SEARCH FILTER NOTES If your search also encompasses “right to die” or “medical assistance in dying,” 
add the search below: 

exp Euthanasia/ or Suicide, Assisted/ or exp Right to Die/ or exp Advance Care 
Planning/ or Resuscitation Orders/ or Withholding Treatment/ or Treatment 
Refusal/ or ("right to die" or advance* directive* or advance* care plan* or living 
will* or personal directive* or euthan* or mercy killing or "angel of death" or self 
deliver* or exit bag* or debreather* or accelerated death or "do not resuscitate" 
or DNR or "do not intubate" or "allow for natural death" or ((DNI or AFND) not 
("neutrophil index" or allele* or daunorubicin or deep neck)) or "life sustaining 
treatment").mp. or (Brittany Maynard or Sue Rodriguez or Nancy Cruzan or Kay 
Carter or Gloria Taylor or Donald Low or Robert Latimer or Kevorkian or Thomas 
Youk).ti,ab. or (("end of life" or EOL or death or suicid* or die or dying) adj2 
(hasten* or right or rights or accelerat* or voluntar* or request* or aid* or 
assist* or prefer* or dignity or plan* or dignif* or choice* or decision*)).mp. or 
"medical assistance in dying".mp.  

CITATION 
 

Campbell, SM. Filter to Retrieve Studies Related to End of Life in the OVID 
MEDLINE Database. Geoffrey & Robyn Sperber Health Sciences Library, 
University of Alberta. Rev. March 3, 2021. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1thYxOfvuDeMzsX5Le65IjGva1TesC-ICr
Gl-wzPiI04/edit#heading=h.qi55eeyvgzy9  
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Contact: sprbhelp@ualberta.ca 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1thYxOfvuDeMzsX5Le65IjGva1TesC-ICrGl-wzPiI04/edit#heading=h.qi55eeyvgzy9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1thYxOfvuDeMzsX5Le65IjGva1TesC-ICrGl-wzPiI04/edit#heading=h.qi55eeyvgzy9


 

 

FILTERS TO RETRIEVE STUDIES RELATED TO END OF LIFE 

DATABASES: EMBASE, MEDLINE, PSYCINFO, COCHRANE LIBRARY, CINAHL 

 
PSYCINFO  

PLATFORM OVID 

DATABASE PSYCINFO 

LAST UPDATED DATE 03-03-2021 

VALIDATION STATUS This filter is not validated 

SEARCH FILTER 
(COPY AND PASTE INTO THE 
OVID PSYCINFO SEARCH 
BOX) 

exp Death Instinct/ or exp Sudden Death/ or exp Death Anxiety/ or exp Death 
Rites/ or exp Parental Death/ or exp "Death and Dying"/ or exp Sudden Infant 
Death/ or exp Near Death Experiences/ or exp Child Death/ or exp Death 
Attitudes/ or exp Brain Death/ or exp Partner Death/ or exp Death Education/ or 
exp Terminally Ill Patients/ or exp Hospice/ or exp Palliative Care/ or exp 
Bereavement/ or exp Grief Counseling/ or exp Grief/ or ("end of life" or dying or 
death or mortality or EOL or "terminally ill" or hospice* or palliative* or 
thantolog* or bereav* or grief or grieving).mp. or (terminal adj1 (ill* or care or 
carer* or caring or wishes or preference*)).mp. 

CITATION Campbell, SM. Filter to Retrieve Studies Related to End of Life in the OVID 
PsycInfo Database. Geoffrey & Robyn Sperber Health Sciences Library, 
University of Alberta. Rev. March 3, 2021. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1thYxOfvuDeMzsX5Le65IjGva1TesC-ICr
Gl-wzPiI04/edit#heading=h.dmyoyf0pmo  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Geoffrey & Robyn Sperber Health Sciences Library 
Contact: sprbhelp@ualberta.ca 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1thYxOfvuDeMzsX5Le65IjGva1TesC-ICrGl-wzPiI04/edit#heading=h.dmyoyf0pmo
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1thYxOfvuDeMzsX5Le65IjGva1TesC-ICrGl-wzPiI04/edit#heading=h.dmyoyf0pmo


 

 

FILTERS TO RETRIEVE STUDIES RELATED TO END OF LIFE 

DATABASES: EMBASE, MEDLINE, PSYCINFO, COCHRANE LIBRARY, CINAHL 

 
COCHRANE LIBRARY  

PLATFORM WILEY 

DATABASE COCHRANE LIBRARY 

LAST UPDATED DATE 11-11-2022 

VALIDATION STATUS This filter is not validated 

SEARCH FILTER 
(COPY AND PASTE INTO THE 
ADVANCED SEARCH 
“SEARCH MANAGER” 
SEARCH BOX) 

[mh "Death"] or [mh "Attitude to Death"] or  [mh "Terminal Care"] or  [mh 
"Terminally Ill"] or [mh "Mortality"]  or [mh "Palliative Care"] or [mh "Hospices"] or  
[mh "Thanatology"] or [mh "Bereavement"] or [mh "Grief"] or ("end of life" or 
dying or death or mortality or EOL or "terminally ill" or hospice* or palliative* or 
thantolog* or bereav* or grief or grieving):ti,ab,kw   or (terminal NEAR/1 (ill* or 
care or carer* or caring or wishes or preference*)):ti,ab,kw 

SEARCH FILTER NOTES If your search also encompasses “right to die” or “medical assistance in dying,” 
add the search below: 

[mh "Euthanasia"] or [mh "Right to Die"] or [mh "Resuscitation Orders"] or [mh 
"Advance Directives"] or [mh "Advance Care Planning"] or [mh "Withholding 
Treatment"] or ("right to die" or advance NEXT directive* or advance NEXT care 
NEXT  plan* or living NEXT  will* or personal NEXT directive* or euthan* or 
"mercy killing" or "self deliverance" or "exit bag" or debreather or "accelerated 
death" or "do not resuscitate" or DNR):ti,ab  or ("Brittany Maynard" or "Sue 
Rodriguez" or "Nancy Cruzan" or "Kay Carter" or "Gloria Taylor" or "Donald Low" 
or "Robert Latime" or Kevorkian or "Thomas Youk" or "medical assistance in 
dying"):ti,ab or (("end of life" or EOL or death or suicid* or die or dying) NEAR/2 
(hasten* or voluntary or request* or aided or aiding or assist* or prefer* or 
dignity or plan* or dignif* or choice or decision)):ti,ab,kw 

CITATION 
 

Campbell, SM. Filter to Retrieve Studies Related to End of Life in the Cochrane 
Library Databases. Geoffrey & Robyn Sperber Health Sciences Library, 
University of Alberta. Rev. November 11, 2022. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1thYxOfvuDeMzsX5Le65IjGva1TesC-ICr
Gl-wzPiI04/edit#heading=h.3jtqozffmty8  

 
  

 
 

 

Geoffrey & Robyn Sperber Health Sciences Library 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1thYxOfvuDeMzsX5Le65IjGva1TesC-ICrGl-wzPiI04/edit#heading=h.3jtqozffmty8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1thYxOfvuDeMzsX5Le65IjGva1TesC-ICrGl-wzPiI04/edit#heading=h.3jtqozffmty8


 

 

FILTERS TO RETRIEVE STUDIES RELATED TO END OF LIFE 

DATABASES: EMBASE, MEDLINE, PSYCINFO, COCHRANE LIBRARY, CINAHL 

 
CINAHL  

PLATFORM EBSCO 

DATABASE CINAHL 

LAST UPDATED DATE 11-27-2022 

VALIDATION STATUS This filter is not validated 

SEARCH FILTER 
(COPY AND PASTE INTO THE 
CINAHL SEARCH BOX) 

(MH "Death+") OR (MH "Attitude to Death+") OR (MH "Terminal Care+") OR (MH 
"Terminally Ill Patients+") OR (MH "Mortality+") OR (MH "Palliative Care") OR 
(MH "Palliative Care Nursing") OR (MH "Palliative Care Nurses") OR (MH 
"Hospices") OR (MH "Hospice Patients") OR (MH "Hospice Nurses") OR (MH 
"Hospice Nursing") OR (MH "Bereavement+") OR (MH "Bereavement+") OR ("end 
of life" or dying or death or mortality or EOL or "terminally ill" or hospice* or 
palliative* or thantolog* or bereav* or grief or grieving) OR (terminal N1 (ill* or 
care or carer* or caring or wishes or preference*)) 

CITATION 
 

Campbell, SM. Filter to Retrieve Studies Related to End of Life in the CINAHL 
Database. Geoffrey & Robyn Sperber Health Sciences Library, University of 
Alberta. Rev. November 27, 2022. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1thYxOfvuDeMzsX5Le65IjGva1TesC-ICr
Gl-wzPiI04/edit#heading=h.3fcvwiilwnvg  
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