
Writing Body Paragraphs for Advanced Placement English Language  
Rhetorical Analysis Essays 

 
 
 
 
This file contains sample paragraphs from papers scoring 8’s or 9’s on AP English Language rhetorical 
analysis compositions. Please refer to my webpage on “Writing the Rhetorical Analysis,” under 
“Writing for the AP Exam,” for more detailed information. 
 
Look for patterns in the following essays.  
 
First, note that every single paragraph will have at least one CONCRETE illustration. When 
identifying the author’s choices, always, always, always illustrate with direct quotes.  
 
Next, note that the writers nearly always talk about the audience. The author has made his choices for a 
reason. He has “intent.” The ultimate goal, of course, is to change the minds of his readers. So, observe 
how these writers explain WHY the author made these choices and HOW they might affect the reading 
audience. The more time spent here, the hire the scores. 
 
Lastly, note that the writers tend not to force technical words. They simply identify something the 
author did and explain why he did it (and, of course, how it helps make his point). Most of the time, 
these writers simply talk about the author’s diction (or word choice) and selection of detail. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This simple analytical paragraph identifies the writer’s intent and then shows HOW (via diction) the 
writer conveys this understanding. Note that the writer does not say, “The author uses diction….” 
Simply identify the writer’s choices and explain WHY he made those choices—or HOW they 
contribute to his point. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Note the simple structure of this paragraph: Identification of a rhetorical strategy. Presentation of 
Evidence. Explanation of significance. The writer integrates an impressive amount of concrete 
evidence to support his analysis, clearly showing the author Wilson’s intent. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Extremely well done. Note how the writer seemingly integrates more than a few quotes from the 
original source. Alos, consider that the writer doesn’t use any “fancy” literary language. He simply 
points out what the author does and WHY he does it. Please see the value of the small words written at 
the end. Here the writer talks about the effect on the audience (“shocks the readers”). Don’t just say 
what the author does: Say WHY he does it. What response does he want from his audience? The more 
you talk about the audience, the better.  
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In the larger paper, most of this writer’s ideas are elaborated further. The writer was asked how the 
author characterizes scientists. Note that, in the last line, the writer talks about the effect on the 
audience. Also, note language in which the writer explains WHY certain devices were used (e.g., “This 
analogy is used relate…”). The official graders praised this writer’s daring to be humorous (e.g., Wile 
E. Coyote). Also, the writer was able to identify advanced techniques, such as antithesis.  
 
  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Good paragraph. The writer quotes two lines, both of which evidence emotional appeals. The effect on 
the audience (fear) is clearly indicated. The recognition of the paradox adds depth to the response. 
Remember to talk about the audience! (“He scares the audience….”) It is a pattern that we’ve seen so 
far in papers scoring 8+. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This referenced passage caused all sorts of trouble the year it was given. Basically, there were 800 
words, of which 650 were in one long sentence. But this writer understood WHY the author wrote a 
single sentence that listed the problems caused by money. After reading these two paragraphs, we 
understand the author’s unusual choice. Remember, the keys to a rhetorical analysis: (1.) Identify a 
choice made by the author to convey his ideas. (2.) Explain WHY this choice was made. (3.) Indicate 
HOW the reader is expected to respond. The writer above does all three (“is enough to convince almost 
anyone of….”). 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Simply note what the writer is doing. She presents a strategy (first tone, then rhetorical questions), 
followed by evidence and explanation. She also performs the magic trick: Talking about the reader 
(“Besides entertaining the reader….”). 

 



I hope by now that you see the pattern of success. Look for the same pattern in the following 
samples taken from other essays that have scored 8 or 9.  
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


