Document Analysis: Use the documents & questions to complete your chart
Document One
Homestead Act (May 20th, 1862) by US Congress

Any person who is the head of a family, or who has arrived at the age of twenty-one years,
and is a citizen of the United States, or who shall have filed his declaration of intention to
become such, or shall have performed service in the army or navy of the United States... may
apply for the purpose of actual settlement and cultivation... and on payment of ten dollars, he
or she shall be permitted to enter the quantity of land specified: 160 acres.

If he, she, or they have resided upon or cultivated the same land for the term of five years
immediately succeeding the time of filing the statement...then, in such case, he, she, or they,
if at that time a citizen of the United States, shall acquire the absolute title to the land...

Document Two
Pacific Railway Act (July 1 1862) by US Congress

An Act to aid in the Construction of a Railroad and Telegraph Line from the Missouri River to
the Pacific Ocean. . . .

Be it enacted...“The Union Pacific Railroad Company” . . . is hereby authorized and
empowered to lay out, locate, construct, furnish, maintain, and enjoy a continuous railroad
and telegraph with the equipment, from a point...in the Territory of Nebraska, to the western
boundary of Nevada Territory... the right of way through the public lands be . . . granted to
said company for the construction of said railroad and telegraph line. . . The United States
shall extinguish [end] the Indian titles [rights] to all lands falling under the operation of this
act. ..

Sec. 3. ...there be granted to the said company, for the purpose of aiding in the construction
of said railroad and telegraph line, and to secure the safe and speedy transportation of
mails, troops, munitions of war, and public stores...public land each side of said railroad . . .
and the stone, timber, and other materials on said land is hereby granted to said company . .

Sec. 10....And the Central Pacific Railroad Company of California...is authorized to continue
the construction of said railroad and telegraph through the Territories of the United States to
the Missouri River... upon the same terms and conditions provided in this act to the Union
Pacific Railroad Company, until said railroads shall meet and connect in Utah...




Document Three
Railroad Advertisements for Western Land, 1870s

A circular of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe An ad from the Burlington & Missouri River Railroad
Railroad promotes land sales and settlement in Companies promote land sales in Iowa & Nebraska,
southwest Kansas in the 1870s. 1872
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Document Four




Railroad Workers

Chinese Workers for the Central Pacific Railroad, 1870s

Building railroads was dangerous work, and many workers
preferred to mine for gold or try to acquire homesteads and
start farms in the West. When white workers ignored the call

for 5,000 workers, railroad companies turned to immigrant

labor. Mostly German and Irish immigrants worked for the
Union Pacific Railroad, while 80-90% of workers for the
Central Pacific Railroad were Chinese. Chinese laborers
were usually paid $20-30 less per month than European
workers.
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Mexican-Americans and the Railroads

“Traqueros” working on the rails: A “traquero” was a
Mexican or Mexican-American railroad worker. On August
3, 1881 workers completed a railroad between Mexico and
United States, allowing easier transportation and
immigration in the region. In the southwest, railroad
companies hired more Mexicans than any other ethnic
group. From 1870-1930, thousands of “traqueros” built and
maintained railroads in the US




