FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
BRISTOL, CT

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
March 1, 2026 9:30 a.m.
Second Sunday in Lent

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In
today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a
given a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God
promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love

for all the world.

Offerings towards our Ministries are welcomed at our entryways or you can scan
this code with your phone camera.

+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who looks upon us in compassion,
forgives our sin, and heals our lives. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Have mercy, O God, against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us
from our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart and give us a steadfast spirit.
Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit and restore your joy within us.

Amen.

As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as heaven is above earth,
so vast is God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so far God removes your sin from you,
renewing your life through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.
Blessed be God forever.

GATHERING HYMN Hope of the World ACS 1085 (vs. 1,2,4)

GREETING
The grace and light of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your
children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the
world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

First Reading:

God'’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth
would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land,
nation, and a great reputation.

A reading from Genesis, Chapter 12.

'The Lorp said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land
that | will show you. 21 will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and make your name great,
so that you will be a blessing. 1 will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

“2S0 Abram went, as the Lorp had told him, and Lot went with him.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. Genesis 12: 1-4a

Psalm 121 (read responsively)

1 lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?

2My help comes from the Lorp, the maker of heaven and earth.

3The Lorp will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
“Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;

*the Lorp watches over you; the Lorop is your shade at your right hand;

®the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

"The Lorp will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.

8The Lorp will watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time forth
forevermore.



Second Reading

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not involve
earning a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model
for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead.

A reading from Romans, Chapter 4.

"What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2 For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. ® For what
does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” * Now
to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. °But to one who does not
work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

3 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. ™ For if it is the adherents of the law who are to
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. ® For the law brings wrath, but where there is no
law, neither is there transgression.

' For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share
the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, " as it is written, “I have made you the father of
many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls
into existence the things that do not exist.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
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Gospel

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to
him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

The holy Gospel according to John, Chapter 3. Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do
these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” * Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell you,
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” * Nicodemus said to him, “How
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb
and be born?” ® Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without
being born of water and Spirit. ® What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is
spirit. ” Do not be astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” ® Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things
be?” ' Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things?

" “Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not
receive our testimony. "2 If | have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if | tell you about heavenly things? "> No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. ' And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, ' that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

'®“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but may have eternal life.

"“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world
might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ John 3: 1-17

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (aimed toward Grades K thru 6™ but those younger are welcomed with an
accompanying adult).

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY God Loved the World ELW 323 (vs. 1,2,4,5)

L: APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be seated)



L: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God'’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs.
A brief silence.

Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work of church artists

and hymnwriters throughout the ages (like George Herbert whom the church remembers today), give

your church the means to praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water declare your
goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists, and all who labor in service to
creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our healer, we continue to pray for those on our prayer list. In addition we lift up to your care
these loved ones and concerns that we name aloud or in our hearts before you now...(time is allowed
for additions). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and new members in
this assembly and accompany those who have recently left this community to journey elsewhere.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Now may we lift up praise and thanksgiving for Restored Health, Life Celebrations and God Sightings
for which we are joyful...(time is allowed for responses). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Remain Standing

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offerings towards our Ministries are welcomed at our entryways or you can scan
this code with your phone camera.

OFFERTORY One Bread, One Body ELW 496 (vs. 2)

L: OFFERING PRAYER

For all that we have received from God let us pray for what we return.

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and
sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and
wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving
work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ACS p. 36
Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy p. 36

Eucharistic Prayer
Lord’s Prayer p. 39 left column



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

At Faith all are welcome to receive Holy Communion. You are invited to come forward by the center
aisle to fill in along the rail from the center to the sides. You may either stand or kneel to receive
bread (or gluten-free wafers upon request) and wine (or white grape juice) in pre-filled glasses. Empty
glasses can be placed in baskets provided as you return by the side aisles to your seat for silent
meditation. If you need communion brought to you, please notify the usher.

(if you are giving a reminder at the end of the service, please move to the pew behind the lectern as
the altar is cleared after communion distribution)

COMMUNION HYMN Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal ELW 464

L: POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you,
and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s
body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who
redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, *+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

REMINDERS

(If you are giving a reminder, come to the pew behind the lectern as the altar is cleared).
SENDING HYMN When | Survey the Wondrous Cross ELW 803
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, March 1, 2026

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Dion

Music Director: Helen Glatthaar

Assisting Minister: Terry Gustafson

Lector: Linda Klopp

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Connor Pratt

Ushers: Donald Milbrandt, Bill Golden, Kathy Golden, Cheryl Davis
Altar Guild: Edie Valencis

Communion Assistants: Brian Biernat and Valerie Holcomb

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26763. Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528 and CCLI
#22340990. All rights reserved.



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, March 1, 2026

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Time

11:00 a.m. Bible Nuggets

Monday, March 2, 2026

6:00 p.m. Bristol Chorale

Tuesday, March 3, 2026

9:30 a.m. Men’s Group at Parkside Café

6:00 p.m. VBS Meeting in Meeting Room

Wednesday, March 4, 2026

6:00-7:00 p.m. Midweek Lenten Soup Supper and Worship at Faith Lutheran
7:30 p.m. Voice Choir - Chapel

Thursday, March 5, 2026

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon

Saturday, March 7, 2026

10:00 a.m. Fitness Class with Nancy Plourde

Sunday, March 8, 2026

9:30 a.m. Worship with Thanksgiving for the Word (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Time

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT 06010

Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@FaithBristolCT.org

Pastor Chris Dion, phone: 860.989.3507



