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Y Introduction

Pandemics are extremely significant events that often have consequences on large
parts of the world. After the COVID-19 pandemic, the critical need for enhanced global
preparedness in the face of future health crises has become much clearer. In response,
the 194 Member States of the World Health Organization (WHO) have already initiated
the drafting of a new international accord on pandemic preparedness and response.
Fundamental to this accord is the commitment to ensuring equitable access to
essential tools for pandemic prevention, such as: vaccines, protective equipment,
information, and expertise, as well as equitable healthcare for all individuals. In this
paper, we will focus mostly on present actions that are being taken and possible future

solutions.



/° Definition of Key Terms

Preparedness: Preparedness is the state of being ready for something to happen,
especially for war or a disaster.

Pandemic: an outbreak of a disease that occurs over a wide geographic area (such
as multiple countries or continents) and typically affects a significant proportion of
the population : a pandemic outbreak of a disease.

Healthcare: efforts made to maintain, restore, or promote someone's physical,
mental, or emotional well-being especially when performed by trained and licensed
professionals.

Health emergency: An occurrence or imminent threat of anillness or health
condition, caused by bioterrorism, epidemic or pandemic disease, or a novel and
highly fatal infectious agent or biological toxin, that poses a substantial risk of a
significant number of human facilities or incidents or permanent or long-term
disability.

COVID-19: The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic is a global
outbreak of coronavirus - an infectious disease caused by the severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2).

Vaccine: a preparation that is administered (as by injection) to stimulate the body's
immune response against a specific infectious agent or disease.

International cooperation: International cooperation refers to the collaborative
efforts between countries to address global challenges and achieve common
goals. It involves the sharing of resources, knowledge, and financial mechanisms to
overcome barriers such as lack of capital and good governance.

Health equity: Equity is the absence of unfair, avoidable or remediable differences
among groups of people, whether those groups are defined socially, economically,
demographically, or geographically or by other dimensions of inequality (e.g. sex,
gender, ethnicity, disability, or sexual orientation). Health is a fundamental human
right. Health equity is achieved when everyone can attain their full potential for

health and well-being.



| Background Information

The Countries Currently Worst
Hit By COVID-19 Deaths

Countries with the highest rolling 7-day averages for new
COVID-19 deaths per million people (as of 2 June)*
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The COVID-19 pandemic revealed significant gaps in global readiness to respond to
large-scale health catastrophes. Countries were caught off guard by the spread of the
virus and the disturbances it caused; this highlighted the fact that the countries of the
world all need to move towards a more coordinated and proactive approach to
pandemic preparedness, one that can steadily address emerging health threats and
minimize their devastating results. It has in fact become a priority for health
organizations, governments and public health experts. As the world begins to recover
from this crisis, countries must focus on ensuring that systems are better equipped to

handle such large-scale crises.

Overall, the practices that countries of the world have put into action to manage the
pandemic present both good and bad aspects. Some of the best ways to deal with the
problem have been: trust building (a process where communities and citizens are
involved in decision making); context-specific solutions (meaning approaches tailored
specifically to local customs that avoid one-size-fits-all processes) and learning for
resilience (using the experience had with past pandemics and COVID-19 to improve
future preparedness and policymaking). Contrarily, some of the worst practices were:
politicisation (it impacted the outcomes for public health and economy and highlighted

the need for a unified approach); inappropriate implementation of technology;



unpreparedness (the oversight of the health emergency led to communities not being

well equipped).

The World Health Organization’s member states are working extremely hard to create
an international accord that deals with the management of pandemics. They had the
first meeting of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body (INB) on 24 February 2022
and met nine times through to 24 May 2024.

The INB had set a goal to submit its final report in May 2024, during the
Seventy-seventh World Health Assembly, but after thorough works and studies that
had brought significant progress to the project the Health Assembly decided to allow
further examinations to be made and to extend the INB’s deadline to finish its work as
soon as possible. The INB now has to present its outcome by the Seventy-eighth World
Health Assembly in May 2025.

The focus of the 194 countries of the World Health Organization is on these points:
e Building resilience to pandemics
e Support prevention, detection, and responses to outbreaks with pandemic
potential;
e Ensuring equitable access to pandemic countermeasures

e Support global coordination through a stronger and more accountable WHO.

This accord could take the lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic and use them
to build back better. One of its key principles which is being discussed is, of course,
equity in all its forms. A new accord and new policies could promote political and social
commitment and ensure an all-of-government and whole-of-society approach within

countries.

1 Major Parties Involved

United States: Being a global leader in health research, innovation, and funding, the

U.S. has been deeply involved in global pandemic preparedness through initiatives like



the Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA) and the World Health Organization (WHO). It
is also a major contributor to the development of vaccines and treatments during

pandemics.

Latin America: “Latin America faced unique challenges during the COVID-19
pandemic, including high infection rates and limited access to vaccines due to global
supply chain inequities. Efforts by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
emphasized strengthening regional health systems to better respond to future health

emergencies.” (Pan American Health Organization, 2021).

European Union (EU) Countries: Countries like Germany, France, and the UK are
definitely involved due to their advanced healthcare systems, strong research sectors,
and leadership in global health governance through entities like the World Health

Organization (WHO). The EU has also been key in coordinating vaccine distribution.

Australia: As a leader in regional health governance, Australia has been active in
disaster and health emergency response, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region. Its
robust public health system and commitment to regional collaboration, such as
through the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), make it a key player in global

health security.

Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI): CEPI is an international
coalition that funds and supports the development of vaccines for infectious diseases
that have pandemic potential. It works closely with governments, non-profits, and
pharmaceutical companies to ensure rapid vaccine development and equitable

distribution.

Doctors Without Borders (MSF): Médecins Sans Frontiéres is an international
humanitarian organization that provides emergency medical assistance during
pandemics, particularly in regions with weak healthcare infrastructure. MSF works in
the field to support treatment, prevention, and outbreak control during health

emergencies.



The World Bank: The World Bank supports pandemic preparedness by providing
financial assistance to countries in need, strengthening healthcare infrastructure, and
enhancing global response systems. It plays a crucial role in pandemic resilience,

particularly in low- and middle-income countries.

(7 Possible Solutions

Finally, some solutions to the issue that have been put forward by the Member States
of the World Health Organization or by other parties are:

e Increase connectivity among stakeholders in pandemic preparedness planning
through systematic coordination and cooperation. This includes building
equitable systems; conducting joint exercises; and sharing information on good
practices, challenges, and opportunities.

e Dedicate sustained investments, financing and monitoring of pandemic
preparedness with a particular focus on addressing the gaps identified during
past pandemics and epidemics.

e Equitable Vaccine and Treatment Distribution: Ensuring that vaccines and
treatments are distributed fairly and rapidly to all countries, especially those in
the Global South, is essential for global health security.

e One Health Approach: Addressing the interconnectedness of human, animal,
and environmental health can help prevent zoonotic diseases (those that spread
from animals to humans), which are often the origin of pandemics. Integrating

environmental and wildlife health into pandemic planning is vital.
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