
Revision 1: Jem asked to change the copy of the file I have provided on Electric Boogaloo pt 4 and fixed the 
spacing because it’s pageless now spacing got fked 
 
—----------------------------------------------------- 
 
Hoo boy this electric boogaloo caused my hair to fall more than usual  
 
To the organizers of Nijipop, I hope not to cross paths with you again, and I hope you lose the platform you have 
so you wouldn’t have any victims of this fiasco.  
 
DISCLAIMER: OUR ART CIRCLE “THE BROKE GALLERY” DID NOT PUSH THROUGH BOOTHING. This is my 
experience; from registration till the lose-lose situation of refund; and some things i’ve observed days before the 
event. Other artists may speak up regarding the issue but this is mainly my perspective in things. 
 
 

REGISTRATION 
We registered way back in 2023 when we saw an announcement for it. My friend and I had high hopes kasi this 
was our first convention outside Luzon and there’s a lot of months ahead for preparation. Take note that their 
first advertisement was for IEC CONVENTION CENTER. 
 
 
We paid for it ON TIME kasi they were adamant with the reminders. FULL PAYMENT agad yung dinedemand nila 

but we weren't able to question it before. 

  
 



 
 
At this point we were happy because a) Website was nice b) They look like they know what they’re doing ( 
HAHAHAHA NO ) and c) They look organized. So we gave it a shot.  
 

EMAIL BLASTS  
Time passed by for us since we were boothing back to back at some Manila conventions so we did not find that 
much time to look at emails. My friend kept on getting a lot of emails from Nijipop a la newsletter style so we were 
confused as to what is and what not.  
This is how many emails they have sent in the span of November till March 25. Admittedly medyo may 
pagkukulang kami ni Yukina kasi hindi namin natitingnan yung emails; but can you even blame us on missing out 
when the whole newsletter thing they decided to do looks like spam mail? For reference, the emails are shown 
below: 

 



 
After submitting the logo and the artist name that we have last December 26, there was no response from them to 
confirm that they have received the logo. Heck, we weren’t even included on the artist alley reveal on their 
pubmat so we don’t know if we were still a part of their event lols  
 
Since the event is nearing, We have checked  EVERY EMAIL they sent to make sure we did not miss anything. 
We have decided to send them an email regarding the confirmation because we were so confused with the QRs 
because they sent SO MANY VERSIONS OF ARTIST QRs.  
 
 
Below are me and Yukina’s conversation with how we understood the emails since we tried to check the timeline to 
see if we missed anything nga.  

 



 

 



 

 



 
 
 

INQUIRY FOLLOW UP and RADIO SILENCE 
We have sent our inquiry kasi yun lang naman talaga problem namin. Kaso days passed and they were radio 
silent without any replies. I tried asking on a local artist alley group if they have encountered any issues din with 
regards to the organizers being unresponsive and they were saying na they wouldn’t respond until they spammed 
with follow up. 
 

 



 

 
This was the email given to one of the artists that replied to my post:  
 

 
 
After we sent an email, we didn’t receive anything from them.  May 13, we followed up May 15; then I sent another 
email last May 20, with response  to no avail as well.  



 

 

CHANGE OF LOCATION 
After their radio silence they have decided to post on their page. Yipee? Nah. This was regarding the change of 
venue from IEC CONVENTION CENTER to GMALL OF CEBU.  We have already secured our flight, and booked 
our lodging for the event; so as other people would do; we booked near IEC. We were “Let’s just get a taxi or grab” 
at first because it’s not that much of a distance, but little did we know that we opened a can of worms after this 
change in location.  
 



 
 
They have sent this notice on email as well, with very much POSITIVE information regarding the Gaisano Mall of 
Cebu when our Cebuano friends were very reluctant about it when they informed us because it’s akin to an 
isolated mall.   
 
Oh my god the choice of background. Not to nitpick pero we get that this is an announcement and an urgent one 
upon that but you don’t have to go WOE FLASHBANG UPON YE this is giving J&T express jkjk (copium.) 



 

DISCORD SERVER  
They have opened a discord server for INTERIM COMMUNICATIONS when they said they won’t LMAO 
And I quote from the email that my friend sent them:  
 
“We do not have Discord servers or Facebook Groups for participants as we believe that formal communications 
must be conducted through email to prevent information from getting buried in conversations (⁠｡⁠•́⁠︿⁠•̀⁠｡⁠)”  
 

 
​
Perhaps with the overwhelming emails regarding concerns, they decided to open a Discord Server.  
Lo and behold, there’s no one there but SEAN and a volunteer.  
 



Artists and Merchants alike (actually I’m not sure of Merchants because I’ve been notified they’re actually left out 
but I can neither deny nor confirm they’re in the discord server); even some congoers got access to  the server and 
we aired out our frustrations. We wanted to know the reason why they changed venues and if we can get a refund. 
 
Hooo boy.  
 

ELECTRIC BOOGALOO PT 1 - THE IC3 CURSE  
“What the fuck is IC3 curse?” kami din, we dunno. But get some snacks because this is a stressful ride.  
 
There was a thread designated for concerns. Of course, there was a VENUE TRANSPARENCY BOARD wherein 

SEAN notified us of the change. ​

 



 
 

You should take note of the “Why is the venue change very last minute” and maybe get some popcorn while you’re 
at it. :D  

 

 



The advertised venue was IC3. We PAID for IC3. Then this venue change comes in; of course there will be 
unhappy artists and merchants talking about it.  
 
According to some Cebuano artists and friends alike, Traffic in GMALL is almost NONEXISTENT. If they 
highlighted “Unlike IC3 where there is no other foot traffic other than event attendees themselves”, I’d say kahit 
hindi kami tumuloy sa pag bo-booth it mirrors what they have said with IC3 na “there is no other foot traffic 
other than event attendees themselves”.  Topography wise it’s surrounded by SM (Cebu and Seaside), 
Robinsons, Ayala and the like.  
 
More concerns were raised and they were pretty transparent the very first few conversations, until the validity of 
their reasons got questioned because IT IS QUESTIONABLE in the first place.  
​
*****FOLLOWING SCREENSHOTS BELOW HAVE THE ARTISTS AND GUESTS CENSORED DUE TO 
PRIVACY AND TO PROTECT THE ARTISTS FROM EXPERIENCING BACKLASH(should the organizers have 
white knights or supporters or something of the sort). Please note that the artists are in a disagreement with the 
organizers because WE WERE LEFT IN THE DARK and WE WERE NOT ADVISED OR CONTACTED ABOUT 
THIS.  
 

 



 

 
 
Here comes the much awaited reasoning that they have “based on some concerns they’ve received from the 
community and DATA THEY’VE GATHERED FROM IC3 EVENTS SINCE AUGUST 2023”  
 
TAKE NOTE, LAST YEAR DATA. 



 
 
The data got questioned. Of course, why would you change a venue adamantly just because of a curse???  

 



 

 



 

 
 
 

Where did they get the data again, you ask?  
More concerned artists are questioning the validity of this decision because they did this WITHOUT CONSULTING 

THE ARTISTS AND MERCHANTS. I’m not sure if the guests know as well but who am I to comment on that. 



   



 
BEHOLD! THE OUTDATED DATA.  
There you have it! The IC3 CURSE.  

 
 

 
Concerned artists also let them know that in contrast to the new venue, they should signal boost RELEVANT 

information posted in their page, not just memes.  

​  
 

 



ELECTRIC BOOGALOO PT 2 - CONCERNED ARTISTS AND THEIR 
FEEDBACK WITH THE VENUE CHANGE 
 
Again, hindi nila kami sinabihan sa gagawin nilang pagpapalit ng venue. We would have understood if it was done 
earlier i.e december/january, but they did this MONTHS BEFORE THE EVENT. WITH RADIO SILENCE.  
 
Sa dami ng email nila, hindi man lang sila nag blast ng newsletter to ask for concerns, survey or opinions with a 
venue change.  Wala talaga. Nada.  

 
A lot of artists are already wanting to opt for refund because this wasn’t the venue they promised. 



 
 
Of course, kami din. We said our opinion because we want to cut our losses. We had to reschedule our flight and 
cancel our B&B. We can’t cancel our flight due some restrictions but we didn’t want to go to Cebu to the event 
itself as well. ​
 
 



 

 
There are a lot more artists who opted out, as well as guests because they were not treated fairly. Some cannot 
even back out because they’re students and they pre-planned their flights and lodging.  
 
 



 
 

Oh and did you know, after all of the concerns raised in the concerns board and the general chat, SEAN took a 
break from answering inquiries? Take that as you will lol  
 

ELECTRIC BOOGALOO PT 3 - REFUND AND SHITTY COMPENSATION 
FOR ARTISTS WHO PUSHED THROUGH 
 
After SEAN took a break from answering inquiries, we were being promised left and right that THEY WILL HOLD A 
MEETING WITH THEIR ORGANIZERS. I don’t know how genuine or sure that is but a lot of us are not happy with 
the results.  Sinabi din samin na Staff ang sasagot ng concerns BUT WE DON’T SEE ANY STAFF ASIDE HIM and 
a VOLUNTEER.  
 



 

 



 
 

The volunteer then sent a message regarding their silence. The meeting daw will be conducted friday afternoon. 

 
 

At this point, okay sige. We waited; only to get a Minutes of the meeting?? Of what the resolutions are?? And???  



 
​
We get the message that THEY DO NOT HAVE THE BUDGET TO REFUND ARTISTS AND ATTENDEES, 
TAPOS DOGSHIT NA COMPENSATION. More reasons not to push through.  
​
Two names were censored above kasi I'm not sure if they are volunteers.  
 
Artists expressed their disappointment on this dogshit compensation because  
 

A.​ Some artists are already backing out because of the changes that are just relayed on to us so what’s the 
sense of the companion voucher??  

B.​ This is stupid because they’re not gonna book IC3 anymore, WHERE DID THE MONEY GO? The venue is 
changed into a mall without foot traffic and BARELY HAS ANYTHING. WHERE DID THE MONEY GO?? 

 
It was at this point a BREACH OF CONTRACT AND A LAWSUIT WAITING TO HAPPEN. They did not want to 
refund us and they were not transparent on what was going on. Change of venue nga hindi pa narelay samin what 
more pa kaya refund? WHERE DID OUR MONEY GO? Almost 25k for merchants and at least 4-5k for artist 
alley??  
 
Artists are upset at this point. I won’t compile everything that we have told them but they were deaf to our 
concerns.  
 



Based on observations, SEAN is selective on who to reply to. I think we were even lucky that we get responded 
upon. ​
​

 
 
This was the time that they created another discord account; but that account BARELY responds to us as well.  
 

 
 
What staff? WHAT DO YOU MEAN WE’RE ROUGH ON YOUR STAFF? We were voicing our concerns and that’s 
considered being rough?  
 
 
Artists have been voicing their opinion how dogshit the compensations are; and because they want the FULL 
REFUND because some of them will not push through due to the developments of the event.  

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
The FAQs SEAN posted are not helpful at all as well.  



 



 
 
It was NOT HELPFUL for all of the concerns we’ve voiced.  



 
 
Another compensation was offered to us; and not listening to our demands again. At this point we wanted 
transparency on where the money went because they cannot refund us.  
 

  



After all the “discussions and meetings” this is what they can offer. Wow.  
 

 
 
Another discussion na naman. “Urgently reopen discussion” again.  
 
Merchants were not even informed or offered “any solutions” albeit the solutions being unusable/stupid.   

 



 
 
 
After some silence yet again (idk baka mainipin ako) Sean comes up with a message. They WILL OFFER 
REFUNDS HOWEVER IT’S A FRIKKING LOSE-LOSE.  
 

 
 
IMMEDIATE PARTIAL REFUNDS - imagine if you paid for your booth + assistant badge. Assume it costs you 7-8k 
with your assistant. You’ll only get 2.1k or something.  
 



FULL REFUNDS ON A PAYMENT PLAN BASIS - FULL REFUND PERO FOR 24 WEEKS  
 
What’s the guarantee na hindi nyo kami tatakbuhan??  24 weeks is a lot and some corporate workers can already 
earn that money after a while. Pero 24 weeks?  
 

 
 
They were STILL HESITANT on giving us the refunds although they were the ones who breached our trust first. 
NOT INFORMING US OF VENUE CHANGE tapos they can still defer the refunds.  
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Sean kept on “ASSUMING” things i.e participants reading and reviewing prior discussions. They expect us to be 
kept updated on the changes when they aren’t informing the artists that changes have been done. THEY 
HAVEN’T UPDATED US ANO YUNG MGA CHANGES NOT UNTIL REFUND WAS BROUGHT UP RECENTLY.  
Personally what we have is the packet we got nung Screening + Confirmation, but the updates were not 
EMAILED OR INFORMED WITH US and HE EXPECTS US TO BE UPDATED when they weren’t letting us 
know about it. 
 



 



 



 
 
All of this for a broken promise of a good venue, switching venues to a ghosted mall that has barely 
anything; and dangling the hopes of refund for the artists with a lot of policy changes on the go.  
 
They have readied forms for refund but we were reluctant to furnish it given na may mga magulo pa sa 
clauses nila. What if they change the policies without warning tapos di na marefund yung mga dapat 
magrefund? At this point I have accepted we won’t be refunded but heck the organization is so messy. 
 



 
 
Still no response from them after that.  
 
 

ELECTRIC BOOGALOO PT 4 - WHERE DID OUR MONEY GO? 
 
One “recent” member of the core staff reached out to us outside the Nijipop discord account. They were recently 
added to the core staff WITHOUT THEIR CONSENT.  



​

 
 
According to them and another volunteer who worked hard supporting us,  
 
THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO SECURE IEC.  
 
 
Jem, the main volunteer came to us and gave us a document to answer “WHERE DID OUR MONEY GO”.  
 
screenshots from the file are provided below  
 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 
Artists cannot be refunded because they used our money to pay for the plane tickets for international 
guests WHILE NOT PAYING ATTENTION TO THEIR LOCAL GUESTS AND KEEPING THEM ON THE DARK 
AS WELL. 
 



 

 
 
Artists cannot be refunded because they don’t have sponsors ALTHOUGH the organizers has promised to 
bring in sponsors.  
One involved in the organization has left their team in the dark.  
 
These are the organizers in their website before. 



  

 
But they are nowhere to be found. Only Sean talks to us, heck sometimes he doesn’t. 

 



BONUS: 6 days after the venue change, HOBBY HORIZON, one of the events being organized by BLN as 
well posted this, and the venue is still in IEC. All these miscommunication and ghost orgs i kenat 

 



 

 
 

 
They were claiming that Nijipop is student-led WHEN IN REALITY THE VOLUNTEERS ARE THE 
STUDENTS. 

 



 
​
This is what they had said before:  

 
 
 

 
 
 
After knowing this situation, more artists opted out. Without the reassurance that we will get the refund as well, 
Yukina and I opted out too. This was too stressful for us to handle. Knowing ARTISTS ARE USED AS CASH 
COWS YET AGAIN just makes it painful to trust blooming organizers. And they’re not blooming organizers.  
 

 
 
He said he was not avoiding the situation but he replies when it benefits him or corrects some misinformation on 
their behalf, BUT NEVER THE ISSUE.  At this point Artists are frustrated, tired and traumatized with what they 
presented; dangling over the Refund policy over our heads and with this new information we received it’s just plain 
stress.  
​
He was talking with other event venues when one of the volunteers already revealed that GMALL WAS ALREADY 
BOOKED. There were no venues available so till the end it stuck with GMALL. 
 



 

 
 
Up until now we don’t have this information.  
 
Jodge and Jem were still helping out until the event; Jodge created a poll in discord and a form so they can 
headcount those who will opt for refunds. ​

 
 
When asked about the refunds again, 



 
 
 
One artist asked if they can share how the task delegations are within their staff; and this is what Sean answered: ​
 



 



 

 



 
 
 
After this, everything was a little bit silent because it’s just Artists talking about what’s going on + one troll / white 
knight account saying GMALL is better.  
 
They were preparing for the event siguro, became active on their social media but when there were concern, we 
had to ping them a lot of times. 
 

ELECTRIC BOOGALOO REDUX -  THE EVENT ITSELF  
Jem and Jodge still helped regarding the preparation, and at this point we were not a part of the event anymore. 
An artist was actively helping them with the preparations but all they say is “we’ll take that in mind” or not paying 
attention at all. ANDAMING PINGS para lang makita nila but sometimes they don’t respond. ​
​
Example was when an artist pinged them with regards to updates: TAKE NOTE THIS ARTIST OPTED OUT AS 
WELL BUT WAS STILL HELPING.​
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Jem had no access on the website + refund forms. They are still kept in the dark. 
 



 
 
There were issues regarding ingress + floor plan. I wasn’t active in the discord server anymore but  there were a 
lot of logistics problem. 
 

 
 
According to some people the “additional experience” for the artists who stayed didn’t get honored as well.  
 
 
This is such a shitshow I don’t want to cross paths with them again. As an artist, this is THE MOST STRESSFUL 
EXPERIENCE I’VE EVER ENCOUNTERED. Not only for me but for fellow artists who have spent their time, effort 
and money to only get this kind of treatment.   
 
While we personally opted out early, I don’t think we’d be able to get our refunds. Everything is a lose-lose 
situation with them.  
 
They’re already locking their profile and deactivating their accounts. 24 weeks is a lot. I’m just gonna be hopeful 
that they get sued with this. Sean, Crystal, and the two ghost orgs should be held accountable. I’m tired of us 



artists getting used as cash cows for funding international artists, or whatever they need to fund on. Trust issues 
nadin sa ibang organizers na nagsisimula pa lang. This is sad.  
 
Up until now, tapos na yung event and we still haven’t heard from them. Nagtatago na. 
 
I know this is not reflective of what Cebu Conventions are, but I hope they get BLACKLISTED in everything.  
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