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Coming June 2023 from Bloomsbury 

Martha’s “director’s cut” version of the chapter 
“Hindsight is 2021: Help from the book battle frontlines” 

 

Book challenges 
Book Challenge Resource Center: Guides for school staff from the National Coalition 
Against Censorship 

Challenge toolkit: Martha’s collection of resources for managing book challenges 

Fighting False Narratives & Misinformation About Books in Schools: Adapted by Free to 
Read Rochester, these FAQs can be used in any community 

Press “Pause” and prepare: Martha’s article for the ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom 
offering advice to school administrators  

North Hunterdon-Voorhees Intellectual Freedom Fighters: Website for the community 
activists that worked with Martha 

Sample “book resume”: Defend the book by compiling reviews, awards, “best of” lists, 
and favorable challenge outcomes 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NDasOZSkzm-wxC47fW_J0Lb7d6hLchF9gNzZVlM4MGw/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:mehickson@comcast.net
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/fight-against-book-bans-9781440879760/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f8v_FzSxzRuUEnir4vMvf0qToxaIPSVt7K6xUo9o99g/edit?usp=sharing
https://ncac.org/resources-for-teachers-parents-and-school-officials
https://libguides.nhvweb.net/c.php?g=1035323&p=7505165
https://indd.adobe.com/view/a9f54deb-2a38-43c7-b7d4-c74039711ba3?fbclid=IwAR1OB4lq_Uy21j9q5E7QDdlYuWkubGxZtyNGeunIoKloYtIpZXzXAu-8skM
https://www.freetoreadrochester.org/
https://www.freetoreadrochester.org/
https://www.oif.ala.org/oif/lawn-boy-and-gender-queer-the-trend-toward-book-challenges
https://intelfreedomnj.wixsite.com/website
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YpDVUiIF3rqrR392A_Cehv0POqhxoxCDj0pNGe2iaWA/edit?usp=sharing


Policies & regulations 
Selection: North Hunterdon-Voorhees policy 2530 on Library Resource Materials 

Reconsideration: North Hunterdon-Voorhees regulation 9130 on Public Complaints and 
Grievances; section E addresses complaints about library materials 

ALA Selection & Reconsideration Policy Toolkit: Resources for updating or creating 
selection and reconsideration policies 

NCAC Resources for Schools: Includes sample policies 

Revised reconsideration form: Martha’s proposal for a more robust reconsideration 
form that goes beyond the basic information collected via the ALA template 

This Book Must Stay: Recommendations for improving the reconsideration process, 
compiled by the North Hunterdon-Voorhees Intellectual Freedom Fighters  

Tools 
Advocacy Alliance Brainstorming Tool: Explore the themes and audiences that will point 
you toward advocates in your community 

Contract Crosswalk Organizer: Highlight contract language related to your role in 
selecting materials and upholding board policies 

United States Census Bureau QuickFacts: Compare statistics for cities and towns  

How to support education and educators: Martha’s suggestions for community 
members about how to take action 

How books enter the school library: Martha’s infographic for explaining to community 
members how books enter the library 

How to handle book complaints at a BOE meeting: Infographic for BOE members 

Intellectual Freedom bookmarks: Print double-sided and hand out at BOE meetings 

Resistance resources: Info to share with community members 

Protect yourself 
Lock down social media: Radicalized parents trained by Moms for Liberty and allied 
organizations are digging into educators’ social media accounts. This Book Riot article 
describes how to enhance your privacy on social media. 
 
Mindful Librarianship: American Libraries article about mindfulness techniques for 
reducing workplace stress  

https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=north_hunterdon_voorhees&s=372984
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=north_hunterdon_voorhees&s=373485
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/selectionpolicytoolkit
https://ncac.org/resources-for-teachers-parents-and-school-officials
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-2hV9LSuZvZ0gH0-dGrRKi4iPDMzQHPi/view?usp=share_link
https://intelfreedomnj.wixsite.com/website/update-01-31-22-our-response
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13Jdl1ou3NKA9bc5097kb0GY30UNFDGGp/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112093986788080817935&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XbvnjBQWBOHL5PDzSH5YdNNTQUI-X97YrgLgsIgHAPw/copy
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/fairfaxcountyvirginia,hunterdoncountynewjersey,US/INC110220
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DjZU_afWb9urfAAhr23zEploBbngUxvJxFj7D5PhBho/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.canva.com/design/DAE4V8iOExo/jcqA5cDW08gjMMu3BQhErQ/view?utm_content=DAE4V8iOExo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xSDzoM9o_bpXFzfdaDznPgsHDwmWMQS-/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LFitwR3vUOrTV0J7YVwqLPFNCUMQb8gyAlJTYsOUvmU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZGR0rjHk1TgH4plhNAGOLqJDgkIkuYJjiCCoiLmSIOg/edit?usp=sharing
https://bookriot.com/book-censorship-news-july-8-2022/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/184lqGqG_AftQJTrlobf6MmLSlKpxuEjZ/view?usp=sharing


Follow 
ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom newsletter 

Book Riot Censorship News Roundup 

Dr. Richard Price: @AdvInCensorship 

FReadom Fighters: @FReadom Fighters 

Jonathan Friedman: @JonFreadom 

Tasslyn Magnusson: @TasslynM 

Kelly Jensen: @VeroniKellyMars 
 

 
Report challenges 

 
@OIF 

 
@ncacensorship 

 
@CBLDF 

 

 
@NCTE 

 
@EveryLibrary  

 
@PENAmerica  

 
Email: rrt@njasl.org 

 
@RedWineBlueUSA 

 

 

https://www.oif.ala.org/oif/category/intellectual-freedom-news/
https://bookriot.com/newsletter/literary-activism/
https://adventuresincensorship.com/
https://www.freadom.us/
https://pen.org/user/jonathan-friedman/
https://www.everylibraryinstitute.org/book_censorship_database_magnusson
https://bookriot.com/author/kellyjensen/
http://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/report
https://ncac.org/book-challenge-crisis-hotline
https://cbldf.org/report-censorship/
http://www2.ncte.org/resources/ncte-intellectual-freedom-center/
http://www.everylibrary.org/reportathreat
https://pen.org/issue/book-bans/
https://njasl.org/Book-Challenges
https://www.redwine.blue/reportaban
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