
DLS College Counseling- College Advisory for Juniors
SUMMER TO DO/ASSIGNMENTS

PRIORITY 1: LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION- Instructions
❏ Ask in Person
❏ Add Official Request in SCOIR > My Colleges> Application Documents
❏ Complete the Teacher Rec Surveys > Me > Surveys
❏ Complete Counselor Rec Survey
❏ Add Activities and Achievements in Scoir > Me > View Profile

PRIORITY 2: ESSAY BRAINSTORMING
❏ Register by June 3 and Attend the Virtual Essay Bootcamps (Pre-Paid by DLS)

❏ Attend Virtual College Essay Guy Personal Statement Bootcamp for June 12th-16th or
July 31st-August 4th

❏ Attend Virtual College Essay Guy UC PIQ Bootcamp for July 10th-14th (if applying to UC
campuses)

❏ Attend Virtual College Essay Guy Supplemental Essays Boot Camp for August 7th-11th
(if applying to Common App Colleges)

❏ Keep a journal of ideas; brainstorms (ongoing)
❏ Review Common App Prompts and UC Personal Insight Questions & Worksheet
❏ Prepare rough drafts by August 15

OPTIONAL - ACT/SAT REGISTRATION AND TEST PREPARATION
❏ Decide whether you will take fall SAT/ACT tests and register in June for test dates in

Aug/Sept/Oct.
❏ Prep for Free; SAT Practice Khan Academy and Free ACT Practice Tests (need to create & login

to ACT account)
PRIORITY 3: APPLICATIONS (First Research and then Balance College List)

COMMON APP
❏ Create Common App account and add at least one college.
❏ Begin working on the main Common App tab, DO NOT work on My Colleges tab until after

August 1; DO NOT add recommenders email in Common App, we are submitting recs through
SCOIR. Open: Common App & SCOIR Guide.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA (UC)
❏ Create your UC application account & begin completing for Fall 2024- opens August 1.

❏ Check each UC admissions webpage for webinars.

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY (CSU)
❏ Explore campuses and majors and learn about impaction. When you apply you will be asked

about your choice of major; begin deciding majors now. (Undergraduate freshman application
for Fall 2024 will open October 1.)

NON-COMMON APP OUT OF STATE & PRIVATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
❏ Check the admissions section of college websites to locate application & when they open.

Some open August 1. Begin completing applications.

COLLEGE COSTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
❏ Complete College Cost Calculators on the Big Future website or on each college’s financial aid

webpage
❏ Create accounts at some Scholarship Search Engines

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yMFaA1q-Xhb4ambkxtQFxJlncoS9KaxGYPBGTo1Ot1Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/sub-ceg-live-students
https://www.commonapp.org/static/5644ed8a8e3aab10ba9af63da6b99c50/FYEssayPromptsCAReady.pdf
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/personal-insight-questions.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/uc-piq-worksheet-2022_freshman_final-002.pdf?mc_cid=0ad052447c&mc_eid=a2ea8ff1e1
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://www.khanacademy.org/SAT
https://testprep.act-et.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WCv7FIL8OQFDcGFFt1qBchxaclDDeOH7cScaMUD5ffc/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WH2yI3wzfd-GqnN31h56JMtNZBF_kpfOjSBvZffuibE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/2626201/SCOIR%20Guide%20to%20Completing%20Recommenders%20Section%20of%20CommonApp.pdf
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/choosing-a-campus
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/choosing-a-degree
https://www2.calstate.edu/attend/impaction-at-the-csu
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/calculate-your-cost/net-price-calculator
https://www.bankrate.com/loans/student-loans/scholarship-search-engines/


Important Notes
Open: SCOIR Checklist
Note: You can Apply through SCOIR to 115 colleges, most also accept the Common App, so we
recommend focusing on the Common App

Sending Transcripts and Letters of Recommendation
Official Transcripts and Letters of Recommendation take time to prepare and will not be sent any
earlier than DLS can prepare them. For Transcripts, that is in September. For Letters of
Recommendation, that is in October. All materials requested on time will be sent by your college
application deadlines.

Regarding: VIP/FAST Apps
Some colleges may send you invitations to apply using their quick, easy, and sometimes free
Priority/VIP applications. This is a marketing tool for colleges to drive up their applications. It may
not benefit you by using it to apply, even though they make it sound like you'll likely be accepted.
They may make it easier for you to submit by waiving the letter of rec or essay requirements but
these are two components that can usually help you. If they offer a fee waiver they must also waive
your fee if you apply via the Common Application. So stick to the Common App, if they use it.

College Advisory for Juniors
Stay on Track/Catch up on Past Assignments

WEEK 1: Exploring & Researching College Options
● PRESENTATION SLIDES
● To DO/Resources

WEEK 2: Build Your College List & Review Admission Factors
● PRESENTATION SLIDES
● To Do/Resources

WEEK 3: Jumpstart your College Applications
● PRESENTATION SLIDES
● Summer To Do/Assignments

Resources:
● Writing Exercises, Tips, and Examples
● How to Decide to Apply ED or EA
● Types of Deadlines - EA, ED, Rolling
● ED and EA Acceptance rates at some colleges
● NCAA Eligibility Center and Registration Checklist

To Listen: Check out this podcast: Inside the Yale Admissions Office
To Read: Check out this book: Where you go is not who you’ll be by Frank Bruni

https://www.scoir.com/hubfs/Counselor%20Checklists/Student%20Checklists/Junior%20Checklist.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-923U7P3JY1s_U40qo8NdOaj67jtCSPG_Mci5p4Akq4/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jrKBtA8hcd0tNpZtKDT1OgUPIYAo0EJK/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=100027053335013476167&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16JvEz0Yw4ANdYawylRQW1kYcB54dw-GobN_pQlYnfX0/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CYmPH3GNFjiRzUdZDN4PUIUfyIKuQ3N0/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=100027053335013476167&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14SsLp8qNZBDS655Iy-FcBOPZeutqgr6a0YIUHMuoOlk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tKqCfgcSZ_OobbKZ5uUHeeT3rrVqCIg-Rpe-cgU1HZw/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E2xbhcWeCJ7oYah4pNLFUDfIGIqHoD8y/view?usp=sharing
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/early-action-early-decision-colleges?fbclid=IwAR3if1N0-bLYZqx1zMFNCBJHKD8dEkrDB3Uv8O4kraMOaIIc4RypR6E1IhA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JcYQwZTvdDY6tqRKAr-6ssO6L4Zin_4e/view?usp=sharing
https://www.bigjeducationalconsulting.com/resources
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Student_Resources/Registration_Checklist.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/yaleuniversity/sets/inside-the-yale-admissions
https://www.grandcentralpublishing.com/titles/frank-bruni/where-you-go-is-not-who-youll-be/9781455532704/

