CALL TO ACTION

from the
Virginia Grassroots Coalition Education Working Group

The Education Working Group of the Virginia Grassroots Coalition strongly opposes the
replacement of the Virginia Department of Education’s model policies for the treatment
of transgender students in Virginia’s public schools. The original model policies were
developed in 2021 in response to Code of Virginia Section 22.1-23.3 as passed by the
Virginia General Assembly in early 2021. This section of the code was intended to
protect the mental and physial health of transgender and gender non-conforming youth,
and requires that model policies be developed in accordance with evidence-based best
practices. The original model policies were so developed, working with a team of
experts, parent and student representatives, and school representatives and relied on
peer-reviewed literature, conducted by recognized experts in education and youth
mental health. The replacement of those evidence-based model policies with a
document that is designed to inflame culture wars does not serve Virginia students or
families.

We fully support parental engagement in schools and in their children’s education. In
fact, peer-reviewed research shows parental support is one of the most important
factors protecting the mental health of transgender and gender non-conforming

youth. However, school safety and belonging, including the ability to use chosen name
and pronouns, and to use restrooms and locker rooms that match the student’s gender
identity, are also key factors in protecting students. In cases where family members are
abusive and threaten the safety of their children, schools have a responsibility to protect
students. In no case should taunting or shaming of students be perpetrated by school
staff, as the proposed policy would allow.

Several practices recommended in the 2022 proposed model policies are contrary to
evidence-based best practices, and therefore are in direct violation of such guidance. In
fact, several of these draft policies have been shown to result in_increased assaults in
school, increased suicidal ideation or_suicide attempts by students, and increased
probability of incarceration of students. Compromising the safety and lives of Virginia
students is an appalling move. We hope families across the Commonwealth can come
together to speak out against these model policies and work to reduce fear and tensions
rather than inflame them. The public comment period is open between September 26
and October 26, 2022. Concerned citizens are encouraged to voice their opinion on this
proposed change to the 2021 model policy and can do so at this link.



https://townhall.virginia.gov/L/GetFile.cfm?File=C:%5CTownHall%5Cdocroot%5CGuidanceDocs_Proposed%5C201%5CGDoc_DOE_6284_20220915.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gng8CkaHTEjmRDmWyFF6PLdX9y8OanUW/edit?fbclid=IwAR2zyVQfqO5J1bHSnHZcqOajqoVaB3LH0UkY_mBnDU8mQ8CaIrTziD86Iyw#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title22.1/chapter3/section22.1-23.3/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8849575/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8849575/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1054139X18300855
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10567-021-00344-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13178-020-00473-7
https://townhall.virginia.gov/L/Comments.cfm?GdocForumID=1953
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