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Elizabeth Swan - Community Builder 

 

Elizabeth Modra was born on February 19, 1924, in Adelaide, Australia. She was the tenth 
of twelve children to Sophie and Fred Modra, who were part of a farming family in South 
Australia. 

In 1941, two years into World War II, Elizabeth joined the newly established Women's 
Auxiliary Australian Air Force (WAAAF). While serving in Sydney, she met John (Ian) 
Swan, a sailor with the British Merchant Navy from Glasgow, Scotland. They married in a 
wartime military ceremony on May 12, 1944. After the war ended in 1945, Elizabeth sailed to 
Scotland, and Ian completed his tour of duty. They began their married life in Glasgow. 

Ian graduated from Glasgow University School of Dentistry in 1952. Soon after, they moved 
to Cartwright, Labrador, where they worked with the Grenfell Mission. In 1955, they 



relocated to Clarenville, where they lived for the rest of their lives. Their three children, 
Marion, Fiona, and Ian, were born and raised there. 

Elizabeth and Ian were very involved in the Clarenville community. Dr. Swan became the 
town's first resident dentist and was mayor for eight years. 

Tragedy struck on February 25, 1985, during a severe snowstorm. Elizabeth was driving 
home from St. John's airport after judging the Provincial Skating Championships in Labrador 
City when she hit a patch of ice. The community of Clarenville was heartbroken by the news 
of her passing at the age of 61. 

Elizabeth Swan dedicated much of her life to creating recreational opportunities for the 
town's youth. Shortly after her death, Elizabeth Swan Park was named in her honour. The 
park is a source of pride among Clarenville's many parks and green spaces. It serves as the 
primary venue for numerous community and regional events and is a main gateway to the 
town's extensive network of walking trails. The park is not only an attraction for visitors but 
also a vital community facility that supports an active lifestyle. 

 
 
 


