
This is Allen Fieldhouse in Lawrence, Kansas, home of the University of Kansas men’s
basketball team, one of the most legendary college athletics programs in American history. It
has more wins than all other college basketball programs other than one. It has six national
championships. Its first coach, INVENTED the sport of basketball for crying out loud.

But today, a big reason why it continues to easily recruit some of the best young basketball
players in the country is not because it has the best coaches, although they are quite good, nor
because it has the nicest facilities, although those are quite good as well. No, young players and
fans, for that matter, flock to this place because of the MOMENTUM OF HISTORY. You see, if
the NCAA told all American universities they had to end all their basketball programs, and then
60 years later it decided it could start them all back up again, Kansas’s program would STILL
have the advantage due to this momentum from so many years before.

This may surprise some of you, but many people would describe me as “white.” But that’s not
how I usually like to be identified. I like to be identified by my name.

(Turning) My name is Mr. Beat (turning)

Anyway, poverty! I wouldn’t say that my family was that well off growing up. I remember us in a
lot of debt, often living paycheck to paycheck, although my parents were pretty good at hiding
that stuff from us kids so I only figured that all out later.

Still, I had a pretty good life. I had stability. I almost always felt safe. My needs were met. Not
one, but TWO adults were always around who loved me and looked out over me.

I even learned about some stuff growing up!

I got to go to a private elementary school and later a public middle school and high school to get
a decent education. I remember learning about American slavery the Civil Rights Movement in
both seventh grade and eleventh grade…learning about legendary folks like Harriet Tubman
and Frederick Douglass…Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr.

When I began applying for colleges, I learned that many folks who had a different skin color than
me APPARENTLY got scholarships because of their skin color and this, frankly, confused me.
This seemed like discrimination. Why was a group of people getting special treatment because
of their SKIN COLOR? Heck, dare I say, isn’t that racist?

(turning) Well hold up, let’s get the trusty dictionary out to look up the definition of racism.
(turning) Racism: the belief that humans can be divided into so-called biological groups called
“races,” and that certain “races” are inferior or superior to other “races.”

Notice how I put the word “races” in quotes because it’s a word humans invented to justify
hierarchies. To find out more about all this I highly recommend the Cynical Historian’s video
“Race is a Social Construct.” To oversimplify that video, though, one group of people decided



they were better than other groups of people, so they came up with random justifications that
they were BETTER based on certain genetic differences that we see through appearance
differences. The most common way they did this was by dividing people up based on the color
of their skin.

That doesn’t mean that human variations do not exist. Some of us are really tall. Some of us
have green eyes. Some of us have really hairy backs. But differences in genetic traits doesn’t
mean “race” has any biological basis.

Anyway, what the heck was I talking about? Oh yeah, I was reminiscing about my past.

I remember being annoyed, as someone with European ancestry, not getting scholarships for
having European ancestry if others could get scholarships based on THEIR ancestry.
Regardless, I got over it pretty quickly. After all, I was taught not be racist, to not judge others
(by the color of their skin but the content of their character). I knew that those with lighter skin
had historically had a HUGE advantage around the world. Not only that, in college I learned the
importance of this thing called (sing) affirmative action.

Affirmative action, aka positive discrimination, means favoring folks belonging to groups
previously discriminated against. In the United States, MOST of the groups previously
discriminated against were what we today call “people of color.” Simply put, a person of color
just means a non-white person. (Looking at himself) Yeah, I’m not a person of color.
And so, beginning in the 1960s, which just so happened to be the same time a bunch of really
important civil rights laws passed, institutions and governments began to create affirmative
action programs to help people of color have an equal opportunity, because, as it turns out, they
often needed special treatment to even get a fair chance in life.

In 2008, I remember being proud that Americans had finally elected the first African-American
president. Heck, I even thought that racism may just be on its way out.

And then I heard of this thing called systemic racism and I was like, well crap. Systemic racism
is when a group of people has less opportunities not because of individuals being racist, but
entire SYSTEMS being racist. These systems are often either political, economic, or social
systems, and they’re also often connected.1 It’s different from individual racism, aka personal
racism, the more explicit form of racism in which individuals are racist, or even institutional
racism, in which large and important organizations are racist.2 Today, those two forms are
indeed less common than they were in the 1960s.

But a lot of people deny that systemic racism exists? Wait what?
At :39 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AmowkJltWkI
At :15 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4866ZGbk80
At 1:25 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjcWjWRiGcI

2 https://guides.libraries.uc.edu/racialjusticeresources/structuralandsystemicracism
1 https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/systemic%20racism
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At :10: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZAHEpL0-gjw
At 53:49 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJyFDdBu6UE

But hold on, whoever that dude with the expensive suit speaking at Oxford was doesn’t seem to
know the definition of systemic racism. Remember, the definition of systemic racism is when a
group of people has less opportunities because of ENTIRE SYSTEMS being racist. It’s not
“there are laws in place that treat black people differently or Asian people differently or white
people differently.”

No no no. The laws are pretty much fine. Again, we mostly fixed that in the 1960s, at least in the
United States. It’s the ENFORCEMENT of the law. See, that’s an example of how the criminal
justice SYSTEM has been racist.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IY3hJFasY-c

I am making this video because a lot of people still deny systemic racism exists, and it’s almost
always because they don’t even understand what systemic racism is. (turning) It’s like not
believing the tooth fairy is real and then describing the tooth fairy as a giant bunny who delivers
eggs on Easter. (turning) Unfortunately, systemic racism is indeed real, and to prove it I’m going
to give you the most common examples of it.

But first, this video is sponsored by Ground News, a website and app created by a former NASA
engineer to help you get an easy, data-driven, objective way to read the news. Every story
comes with a quick visual breakdown of the political bias, factuality and ownership of the
sources reporting - all backed by ratings from three independent news monitoring organizations.

Here’s an example. The Jeffrey Epstein unsealed documents story…Ground News summarizes
what LOTS of different media outlets are saying about it from all sides of the political spectrum.
It’s all in one place. Nice. You can see that of the 46 news sources covering the story, 5 lean to
the left, 8 lean to the right, and 27 are in the center. 75% of sources have High Factuality but
just 10% of the sources are Independent News, which means they are sources free from both
government and corporate influence.

But my favorite part is their Blindspot feed, which shows you stories that have been
underreported by either side of the political spectrum. I appreciate this because it quickly
reveals echo chambers.

Ground News has definitely helped me become more media literate, and I highly encourage all
of you to try it out for yourselves. If you use my link you’ll get 30% off their all-access Vantage
Subscription. Click the link in the description to check out Ground News and help support an
independent news platform working to make the media landscape more transparent.

Ok, so how do we know systemic racism is real?
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First, remember that the goal for human beings is to survive and reproduce. This is more likely
to happen if our needs are all met.

We always hear about the starting line metaphor as if life is a race to see who is the fastest….ya
know…white people are at the starting line but often people of color are way back behind the
starting line so they need extra help to get to the starting line so they have a chance to win the
race. But that metaphor assumes that life is a zero sum game- that only one person can win the
race.

That’s why I like my tree metaphor better.

Imagine an apple tree that produces an infinite amount of apples. In this metaphor, getting those
apples is the ultimate prize…the best thing ever…the thing that will make us happy…and
yeah….survive and reproduce. Now, we can’t reach those apples. We have to work for them.
We may have to climb that tree to get those apples. Or maybe we build a ladder to reach them.
The point is, just like the day-to-day struggles of life, we have to work for those apples.

But not all of us start from the ground. Some of us have to first climb out of a hole first to even
get to the ground. Sometimes some of the people on the ground even kick dirt back in this hole
on the people down there.

Here are six examples of systemic racism, and notice how poverty underlies all of them.

1) Healthcare
The healthcare SYSTEM has hurt people of color more than others.

People of color are less likely to be in good health. The life expectancy for black men is more
than four years less than that of white men.3They are less likely to go see a doctor.4 People of
color are less likely to have good health insurance or health insurance at all.5

During the COVID-19 pandemic, (COVID-19), people of color died from the virus at a higher rate
than whites.6 People of color are less likely to be vaccinated. They are less likely to get
treatment for mental illness. Black infants are more than two times as likely to die as white
infants. Black and Hispanic children are more than twice as likely to not have enough food to eat
than white children.7 Black women are three to four times more likely to die from
pregnancy-related causes than white women.8

8 https://www.reuters.com/graphics/GLOBAL-RACE/USA/nmopajawjva/#maternal-health

7

https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/report/key-data-on-health-and-health-care-by-race-and-
ethnicity/

6

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/hsph-in-the-news/covid-death-rate-now-higher-in-whites-than-in-blac
ks/

5 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5370590/
4 https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2783069
3 https://www.reuters.com/graphics/GLOBAL-RACE/USA/nmopajawjva/#student-loans
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2) Education
The education SYSTEM has hurt people of color more than others.

Students of color generally have less educational opportunities. They generally do worse on
standardized tests. They are less likely to graduate from high school or go to college.9 When
they do go to college, the colleges are lower-quality. Black college students owe around $7,000
more in student loan debt than white college students.10 Students of color have less access to
advanced classes.11 There is evidence that non-black teachers set lower expectations for black
students.12 They are 54% less likely than white students to get recommended for gifted
classes.13

Schools are highly segregated by skin color. Most schools where the majority are students of
color are in the inner cities in slums. Because most public schools are funded primarily through
property taxes, schools where the majority are students of color are often underfunded
compared to majority white schools.

3) Employment
The employment SYSTEM has hurt people of color more than others. Then again a lot of this is
related to the education system.

People of color are more likely to be unemployed. They tend to get less job opportunities and
worse benefits.14In the United States, blacks earn 30% less than whites. The median household
income of African Americans is about 1/8th that of the median household income of whites.

Blacks are underrepresented in high-paying professions. On average, African American
entrepreneurs get $35,000 in loans to start a business versus the $107,000 that whites get.15

4) Housing
The housing SYSTEM has hurt people of color more than others.

People of color are much less likely to own a house and much MORE likely to spend a higher
percentage of their income on rent. They have a harder time getting loans to buy homes.16

16

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-united-states-history-of-segregated-housing-continues-to-lim
it-affordable-housing/

15

https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/diversity-and-inclusion/the-economic-state-of-Black-america-
what-is-and-what-could-be

14

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/african-americans-face-systematic-obstacles-getting-good-jobs/

13 https://academic.oup.com/jpart/article/26/4/745/2223023
12 https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-alarming-effect-of-racial-mismatch-on-teacher-expectations/
11 https://www.brookings.edu/articles/7-findings-that-illustrate-racial-disparities-in-education/
10 https://www.reuters.com/graphics/GLOBAL-RACE/USA/nmopajawjva/#student-loans
9 https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2019/2019038.pdf
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When they do get loans, they tend to pay higher interest rates.17 The black home ownership rate
is 44%. For whites? It’s 74%.18

People of color generally live in smaller homes. They generally live in less safe neighborhoods,
strongly related to the fact that these neighborhoods have concentrated poverty.19

5) Politics
Here in the United States, the political SYSTEM has hurt people of color more than others.

People of color have more obstacles to voting. In 2016, 1 out of every 13 African Americans
couldn’t vote due to a felony conviction, compared to 1 out of every 56 white Americans.20

People of color are more likely to have to wait in line to vote.21 They are more likely to have
trouble finding their polling location and finding a time to vote.22 They are less likely to have an
ID to vote.23

6) Criminal justice
As I already mentioned, the criminal justice SYSTEM has hurt people of color more than others.

There is no evidence whatsoever that people of color use or sell drugs at a higher rate than
whites, yet they get arrested much more, and then get harsher prison sentences. Black males
get federal sentences around 20% longer than white males for the exact same crime.24 People
of color are more likely to get stopped-and-frisked and harassed by police officers.25 In the
United States, blacks are between 2-4 times more likely to be killed by police than white
people.262728

Do blacks commit more crimes in the United States? Well they get arrested more is all we know.
Keep in mind that most of the arrests are drug-related. Do blacks commit more violent crimes?
According to the data, yes, but that data is often insufficient and misleading. Also, folks

28 https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/investigations/police-shootings-database/
27 https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31383756/
26 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6080222/
25 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8389488/
24 https://www.reuters.com/graphics/GLOBAL-RACE/USA/nmopajawjva/#student-loans
23 https://www.wired.com/story/voter-id-law-algorithm/

22

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_home/voting-in-2020/why-
minority-voters-have-a-lower-voter-turnout/

21 https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/waiting-vote
20 https://www.reuters.com/graphics/GLOBAL-RACE/USA/nmopajawjva/#student-loans
19 https://www.epi.org/publication/african-americans-concentrated-neighborhoods/

18

https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/102320/how-economic-crises-and-sudden-disasters-in
crease-racial-disparities-in-homeownership.pdf

17

https://www.forbes.com/sites/dimawilliams/2020/06/03/in-light-of-george-floyd-protests-a-look-at-housing-i
nequality/?sh=6d6ff98d39ef
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conveniently leave out the fact that most of that is due to gang violence, and gang violence is
rooted in poverty.

Poverty
Being in poverty is perhaps the strongest predictor of whether or not someone will commit a
crime.29 You see, desperate people often resort to desperate measures in order to survive.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHoKKFj-I04
Again, poverty underlies all these. 2:33 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JbPpqKM6eYg And
yeah, we must recognize there’s lots of white folks in poverty as well, including much of my own
family .This is why I think the term “white privilege” does more harm than good raising
awareness about systemic racism as it tends to downplay the experiences of poor white folks. In
reality, we could just as easily call it “wealth privilege” instead of “white privilege.”

So what caused these six examples of systemic racism? The momentum of history. In the early
years of the United States, millions of African Americans were enslaved. Even those who were
“free” were heavily discriminated against. Many forget that Europeans initially enslaved Native
Americans. At least hundreds of thousands were driven off their lands. Tens of thousands died
in wars and massacres.

After slavery ended, governments across the country passed laws that treated African
Americans as second-class citizens, stripping them of the same opportunities others had.

Meanwhile, the United States government forced Native Americans onto mainly communal
reservations. Individuals rarely had property rights. They couldn’t own land. This eventually
made it difficult for them to establish credit and borrow money.30 While the Dawes Act of 1887 let
most Native Americans own property, it also gave away nearly 2/3 of ALL NATIVE AMERICAN
LAND HOLY CRAP and allowed rich developers to buy much of the most productive land. Not
only that, developers often tricked many Native Americans into selling their land, leaving many
of them homeless. The Dawes Act also caused many tribes to lose their culture by shipping
their children to boarding schools. Oh, and Native Americans couldn’t vote. Even after the
passage of the Indian Citizenship Act of 1924, whites prevented Native Americans from voting
in other sneaky ways.31

African Americans could vote, but they often first had to jump through some hoops to do so.
They had to pay poll taxes…take ridiculously difficult tests…or face intimidation from white
supremacist groups like the Ku Klux Klan. Because of this, no African Americans served in
Congress between the years 1901 to 1928, despite being between 10-12% of the total
population at the time. That was also the time when the majority of Confederate statues went
up, by the way. A pretty horrific time to be a person of color in America.

31 https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/11/01/native-americans-right-to-vote-history/

30

https://www.forbes.com/sites/johnkoppisch/2011/12/13/why-are-indian-reservations-so-poor-a-look-at-the-
bottom-1/?sh=6698399c3c07

29 https://www.americanactionforum.org/research/incarceration-and-poverty-in-the-united-states/
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And that’s also when racial violence peaked. Race riots, mostly infamously the Tulsa Race
Massacre. Thousands of African Americans got lynched. Typically how it went down
was…something bad would happen to a white person, a black person-usually a black
MAN-would get blamed, a mob would kidnap the person blamed, and finally publicly execute
them.

If you never learned any of this in school this about the part in my video where you probably
need to ask yourself “why?” “Why was I never taught this stuff?”

And then there was housing discrimination, and this was a big one.

First of all, it’s important to understand the importance of generational wealth. Generational
wealth is the passing of wealth down from one generation to the next. Most of it is passed down
after a family member dies in the form of an inheritance. Often, it’s through real estate, and the
most common form of real estate passed down is a house. Generational wealth is also passed
down in the form of support of a child as they grow up, especially with their educational
endeavors. According to one analysis by Lendingtree, it costs, on average, around $237,000 for
American parents to raise one child.32 According to the economist Thomas Piketty, most
wealth…more than 70% of it…. is inherited, not earned.33 Other economists dispute how he
came up with that figure, but the fact remains that probably at least half of all wealth in the world
is indeed inherited.34 Not only that, our wealth today can be traced back hundreds of years.

But most African Americans and Native Americans only began accumulating wealth within the
past few decades. I already mentioned Native Americans struggling due to not being able to
own private property, but African Americans, more often than not, also got screwed. Between
the Civil War and the 1980s, the U.S. federal government gave nearly three million people of
European ancestry free land.35 Sure, African Americans got some of that free land, too. Heck,
by 1910, more African Americans owned land than at any time before. Or SINCE. Yep, black
land ownership PEAKED in 1910, and has been on the decline ever since.

As farming declined, blacks moved to the cities, where they often faced obstacles to buying
homes. They were often not allowed to live in nicer, “whites-only” neighborhoods. One of the
most famous early suburban housing developments, Levittown, explicitly refused to sell homes
to “non-whites.” Even the federal government got in on the racist housing policy. During the
Great Depression, which at time caused more than half of all African Americans to become
unemployed36, the United States Congress passed two laws that made housing more affordable

36

https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/united-states-history-primary-source-timeline/great-depression-a
nd-world-war-ii-1929-1945/race-relations-in-1930s-and-1940s/

35 https://www.donaldwatkins.com/post/the-greatest-wealth-transfer-program-in-the-u-s-for-whites

34

https://faculty.econ.ucdavis.edu/faculty/gclark/The%20Son%20Also%20Rises/Is%20Most%20Wealth%20
Inherited%20or%20Created.pdf

33 Piketty, T. (2017). Capital in the twenty-first century (A. Goldhammer, Trans.). Belknap Press. 403
32 https://www.lendingtree.com/debt-consolidation/raising-a-child-study/
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to Americans, but ultimately most people of color didn’t benefit from these laws. Not only that,
they led to further segregation, often pushing people of color into public housing slums. Then
there was redlining. See the areas on this map highlighted in red? Those were the “risky”
homes. Banks didn’t loan money to the folks in those homes. Insurance companies charged
ridiculously high interest rates to the folk in those homes. The folks in those homes tended to
be…you guessed it… black. Developers used eminent domain, or the government taking private
property for public use, to kick blacks out of their homes. One big example of this was the
federal government building interstate highways and splitting black neighborhoods.

Most of the laws discriminating against African Americans enforced racial segregation-
establishing separate institutions, places, and services for blacks and whites. The United States
Supreme Court even upheld racial segregation in the case Plessy v. Ferguson so long as those
institutions, places, and services were “separate but equal.” Well spoiler alert. They were not. 58
years later, the Supreme Court redeemed itself by ruling that racial segregation was “inherently
unequal” in the famous decision Brown v. The Board of Education.

The Brown decision was part of the much bigger Civil Rights Movement, which I mentioned
earlier. In addition to desegregation, the Civil Rights Movement saw laws getting rid of ALL
discrimination and obstacles to voting for people of color. Heck, there was even a law that
mostly got rid of housing discrimination. Double heck, all of the major reforms of the 1960s and
1970s saw progress not just for African Americans and Native Americans, but additionally
Hispanics, Latinos, women, those with disabilities, and even homosexuals.

And they all lived happily ever after.

Except that they didn’t. While most people of color have made tremendous progress in recent
decades, overall they still can’t seem to escape the momentum of the past. Plus, while the laws
and courts were mostly on the side of people of color, racists found ways around the laws and
courts to still make people of color second-class citizens. The Nixon Administration started the
War on Drugs, which made pretty much all recreational drugs except alcohol and nicotine illegal.
Yep, including marijuana. Folks caught with just marijuana often faced serious prison time that
ruined their lives. The War on Drugs disportionately targeted people of color. The Reagan
Administration took it up a notch, ultimately leading to the United States locking up more people
than any other country in the world. Reagan signed the Anti-Drug Act of 1986, which created a
minimum prison sentence of 10 years for anyone found distributing 50 grams of crack cocaine
or 5,000 grams of powder cocaine. Why just 50 grams for crack cocaine? Because people of
color in the slums were the ones mostly smoking crack cocaine since it was cheaper. 37People
of color often served much longer prison sentences than 10 years for having drugs. People
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were sentenced to life in prison for…wait for it…just marijuana possession. LIFE IN PRISON.38

First time offenders even began getting MAXIMUM sentences for drugs.

Because so many people of color had been arrested for drugs, after this police tended to hang
out in slums where people of color lived actively seeking out non-violent people to arrest for
drugs, as usually it was an easier arrest than arresting someone…ya know…VIOLENT. They
implemented stop-and-frisk policies. All this created even more negative stereotypes of people
of color in the media…particularly black men.

Racists have also been successful at voter suppression, which mostly hurts low-income folks,
which…uh yeah mostly hurts people of color. Racial gerrymandering, or manipulating districts to
weaken the black vote, became more common, as did undoing voter registrations and making it
more difficult to register to vote. People of color would often show up to vote and find out they
were no longer registered to vote and then sent away. Not only that, but voting locations and
times were reduced to weaken the vote of people of color. And all of this was in the name of
supposedly reducing voter fraud. Right. Oh, and all those people of color in prison for drugs that
I mentioned earlier? In many cases, they couldn’t vote for the rest of their lives.

Probably the most surprising thing I found while researching for this video is the current de facto
segregation that still exists. In fact, it exists a lot. Segregation by skin color is worse today than it
was in 1990, even though it’s no longer written into laws, folks.3940

So what’s the solution to overcoming these six examples of systemic racism?
Well, it begins with recognizing it as a legitimate problem that persists.
I’ll admit it, I used to downplay systemic racism. Until I got out of my bubble. Speaking of which,
let’s get out of here.
(montage of leaving)

Behind me is Central High School in Kansas City, Missouri. According to
GREATSCHOOLS.ORG, test scores at this school fall “far below” the state average.41 (turning)
Pretty much every kid that goes to school here is in poverty. (turning) Back in 2010, when I
couldn’t find a teaching job due to the recession, I substituted here, and guess what, back then
pretty much every kid that went here was in poverty, too. Huh. Go figure. (turning) Often, I was
the only white guy in the building. In fact, this is the first notable time in my life that I
experienced racism, and I remember thinking, ohhhh, so THAT’S what it’s like to be judged by
the color of your skin. (turning) And it was indeed very tough teaching here. There were some
good kids, but also kids who acted out. (turning) But I think it was only AFTER this experience
that I truly began to understand what systemic racism was all about. (turning) You see, the kids

41 https://www.greatschools.org/missouri/kansas-city/974-Central-Middle-School/#Race_ethnicity
40 https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/23780231211053982
39 https://belonging.berkeley.edu/roots-structural-racism
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that go to school here…nearly all of them people of color…go to school here because they live
here. It wasn’t their choice.

Now I’m at Blue Valley West High School in Overland Park, Kansas. It’s a much different story
here. According to GREATSCHOOLS.ORG, test scores here are “far above” the state
average.42 (turning) Most of the kids that go to school here are economically well off. (turning)
Back in 2010, I would leave my substitute teaching job in Kansas City, Missouri and all the way
out here to coach tennis. And guess what, back then pretty much every kid here was privileged,
too. (turning) And while it’s more ethnically diverse today than it used to be, in 2010 most of the
kids who went here had the same skin color as me. (turning) I had no behavior issues…like
ever. The only issues I had were with helicopter parents. (turning) So were there no behavior
issues because they were mostly white kids? (turning) Absolutely not, and it actually is pretty
racist to assume that.
At 4:18 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9n9_ph_oQKg
The dude with the tie thinks it's culture but he’s wrong. It's poverty.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9n9_ph_oQKg
All of those statistics he lists off are symptoms not causes. The cause is poverty. (turning) And
again, that poverty is from the momentum of history.
At 1:43 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHoKKFj-I04
I’m glad you brought that up because the vast majority of Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Nigerian,
and Indian immigrants while we’re at it, all mostly came to the United States SINCE the 1960s,
not before it. Also, of all people of color, it’s only mostly African Americans and Native
Americans that have faced systemic racism with regards to property rights in the past. And
finally, there’s the single-parent household distinction. 84% of Asian American and Pacific
Islander children live with two parents. However, just 58% of Hispanic or Latino children, 51% of
Native American children, and 36% of African American children live with two parents.43

More often than not, single-parent households in the United States are missing a father at
home. (turning) And where might the fathers be? They’re in prison, likely as non-violent drug
offenders. (sniffs) That sort of smells like systemic racism to me.

(montage)

(back in the studio)
And this is why when we talk about systemic racism in the United States, we’re usually talking
about African Americans and Native Americans having the biggest disadvantage. Compared to
other groups, they’ve been screwed over the most throughout American history. Imagine if all
white folks got all of their freedoms and property taken away for 200 years. And that during
those 200 years, all others viewed white folks as inferior human beings. And then, one day,
white folks were allowed to have freedoms again and acquire property. Do you think white folks
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would have an equal opportunity all of a sudden? Do you think that people would just all of a
sudden NOT think of white folks as inferior human beings? NO. No they would not.

The momentum of history is why a growing number of people have called for reparations, or
giving money to the descendants of people who had their freedoms stripped away from them.44

But that’s a whole other video. Still, the evidence is pretty clear. (turning) And I know this may
sound mind blowing, (turning) but if people of color had more money, they can overcome
systemic racism.

You think Oprah Winfrey has to worry about systemic racism in her day-to-day life? Do you think
Barack Obama has to worry about systemic racism in HIS day-to-day life? Of course not. It’s not
a coincidence that many of the loudest black voices denying the existence of systemic racism
were either born well-off or lucky enough to escape poverty. In fact, several experts argue that a
universal basic income could help end systemic racism by breaking people out of the vicious
cycle of poverty.4546

And it’s kind of sad that I have to say this, but we don’t want equality of outcome. We want equal
opportunity, and systemic racism is still, even in the year 2024, preventing that from happening.

Today, if you are a person of color, especially born in the United States, with the data we have
we can predict that it’s much more likely that you will end up living a shorter life, getting a worse
education and crappier job opportunities, not being able to buy a house, getting less political
representation, and end up in prison.

Let’s return to the perhaps cringy metaphor I brought up before.

There are people in the hole who have to climb out first before they have the same opportunities
as the rest of us. Systemic racism caused people of color to be in that hole in the first place.
History tells us how that hole got there, and sure, our laws likely prevent new holes from
forming, but we dad gomit those holes are there! The rest of us…the people on the
ground…need to stop pretending like there aren't people down in the hole. We need to stop
telling the people down in the hole to just climb out and join the rest of us. No man, the people in
the hole need a ladder, a rope…SOMETHING to help them. And just because some make it out
of the hole and get plenty of apples doesn’t mean the hole isn’t there and doesn’t mean the
problem doesn’t exist. That’s the apple-picking fallacy, after all. Uh, I mean cherry-picking
fallacy. At the very least, let’s recognize that many of us were privileged enough to not start out
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in the hole. And we’re not better because we didn’t begin life in the hole. We were freaking
lucky.

Many are poor not because they are lazy, or addicted to drugs, or don’t value education. They’re
poor because they can’t escape the history of their ancestors. I think we should help them
escape it.

I leaned heavily on four books researching for this video. Jonathan Kozol’s classic book Savage
Inequalities, Michelle Alexander’s book The New Jim Crow.
I’ve put links to purchase these in the description below if you’re interested.
So what do YOU think? What did I leave out? What did I get wrong? Did I get anything right this
time? Let me know down below. Really look forward to the comments on this one. Thanks for
watching.

Sources/further reading:
Savage Inequalities: Children in America’s Schools by Jonathan Kozol
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The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated America by Richard
Rothstein
Purchase here: https://amzn.to/4aypUU7
Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson
Purchase here: https://amzn.to/48pt6ja
One Person, No Vote: How Voter Suppression is Destroying Our Democracy
Purchase here: https://amzn.to/48tEES8
Dark Alliance by Gary Webb
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