
Letter to the Secretary of State for Education 
 

By email 

Dear Secretary of State, 

We, the undersigned, are deeply concerned by the government’s ongoing delay in implementing the 

complaints scheme provision (Section 8) of the Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Act (HEFSA). 

The complaints scheme, as enacted, would allow staff, students, and visiting speakers an easy and 

cost-free way to complain to the Office for Students (OfS) if their free-speech rights are breached. 

Without it, and with the statutory tort slated for repeal, HEFSA lacks a workable enforcement 

mechanism. 

In your announcement to Parliament on 15 January 2025, you promised to retain a complaints 

scheme at the OfS, noting that ‘there must be a route for righting wrongs.’ However, you proposed to 

amend the scheme by converting the OfS’s duty to consider complaints into a discretion and to 

exclude students from bringing complaints. The Department for Education’s policy paper published in 

June reiterated this intention and stated that the government has ‘committed to seek a legislative 

vehicle at the earliest opportunity to make these changes to the complaints scheme, as well as to 

repeal the tort and other changes the government plans.’ 

Yet there is, as things stand, no legislative vehicle in sight. The main duties in HEFSA were 

commenced on 1 August and have been supported by robust OfS guidance. But without the 

complaints scheme or the tort, there is no recourse when universities ignore these duties. Judicial 

review is, in theory, available; in practice it is expensive, risky, and utterly impractical for individual 

academics to pursue. It is a remedy of last resort, available only where a decision has a sufficient 

public-law character and where no alternative forum exists. Even where it is arguably available, 

public-law practitioners were, as long ago as a 2016 Ministry of Justice consultation, estimating that 

taking a claim through permission to a substantive hearing would typically involve total costs of 

around £30,000–£50,000, with the ever-present risk of an adverse costs order driving total exposure 

far higher. 

Pre-HEFSA routes are inadequate. The OfS can act under its existing registration conditions E1 (public 

interest governance) and E2 (management and governance) where a university’s governance 

documents or arrangements fail to uphold free speech and academic freedom. But this does not 

allow the OfS to act on behalf of an individual. Employment tribunals likewise cannot consider 

breaches of HEFSA duties. While they have been used in discrimination or harassment claims based 

on protected philosophical belief, they do not protect free speech or academic freedom outside such 

cases, and the process is onerous, costly, and potentially career-ending for claimants. The system is 

also severely backlogged: the open Employment Tribunal caseload has risen sharply in recent years, 

and unfair dismissal and discrimination claims are now commonly waiting around twelve months 

simply to be listed for hearing. 

The complaints scheme was designed as a low-stakes route to resolve alleged breaches of free 

speech and academic freedom. Through its accumulating precedents, it would also have served as a 

practical guide to help the higher education sector navigate the new statutory duties. Without it, the 

promise of HEFSA will remain unfulfilled. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/16
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-15/debates/1A36B4CA-1394-4601-B8FE-9C6BA134000B/HigherEducationRegulatoryApproach
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-future-of-the-higher-education-freedom-of-speech-act-2023
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/publications/regulatory-advice-24-guidance-related-to-freedom-of-speech/
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/judicial-review-reform/results/reform-judicial-review-consultation-response.pdf
https://teeslaw.com/articles/employment-tribunal-backlog-2025-insights/
https://teeslaw.com/articles/employment-tribunal-backlog-2025-insights/


We note Recommendation 6 of Professor Alice Sullivan’s report on Barriers to research on sex and 

gender, which concludes that internal procedures have not provided an adequate means to uphold 

academics’ rights and that an external mechanism is needed; it identifies HEFSA’s complaints scheme 

as precisely that mechanism.  

There is no justice without access to justice. Until the complaints scheme is in force, universities can 

disregard their HEFSA duties with impunity. In recent months, there have been several reports of 

institutions failing to uphold free speech and academic freedom: an academic suspended for noting 

that words have context; universities forcing ideological conformity on staff; a leading professor 

instructed to cease research on China. These are precisely the kinds of cases where the complaints 

scheme, had it been available, could have made a real difference. 

You have committed to legislating to amend the scheme. Our concern is that this has been kicked 

into the long grass, with real consequences for academics at the sharp end, and for the integrity of 

research and scholarship. 

We call upon you to: 

1.​ Set out immediately a timetable for legislation to amend and implement the complaints 

scheme; and 

2.​ As an interim measure pending legislation, commence forthwith by statutory instrument 

the provisions of Section 8 of HEFSA, as enacted (save for the paragraphs relating to 

students’ unions, if those duties are to be repealed). 

Sincerely, 

Signed 

1.​ Professor Abhishek Saha, Queen Mary University of London; Founder Member, London 

Universities’ Council for Academic Freedom 

2.​ Professor Alice Sullivan, University College London; Founder Member, London Universities’ 

Council for Academic Freedom 

3.​ Dr Edward Skidelsky, University of Exeter; Director, Committee for Academic Freedom 

4.​ Dr Frederick Attenborough, Research Manager, Committee for Academic Freedom 

5.​ Dr John Armstrong, King’s College London; Founder Member, London Universities’ Council 

for Academic Freedom 

6.​ Professor Ian Pace, City St George's, University of London;  Founder Member, London 

Universities’ Council for Academic Freedom; Advisory Board Member, Academics for 

Academic Freedom 

7.​ Professor Michael Ben-Gad, City St George's, University of London;  Founder Member, 

London Universities’ Council for Academic Freedom 

8.​ Professor Stephen Warren, Imperial College London; Founder Member, London Universities’ 

Council for Academic Freedom 

9.​ Professor Lee Jones, Queen Mary University of London; Founder Member, London 

Universities’ Council for Academic Freedom 

10.​Dr Prakash Shah, Reader in Culture and Law, Queen Mary University of London 

11.​Professor Doug Stokes, Modul University 

12.​William Mackesy, Co-founder, Alumni for Free Speech 

13.​Professor Dennis Hayes, Director, Academics For Academic Freedom 

14.​Michelle Shipworth, Associate Professor, University College London; Founder Member, 

London Universities’ Council for Academic Freedom 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sullivanreview.uk%2Fbarriers.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cabhishek.saha%40qmul.ac.uk%7C5c0bd892dad948b39a8f08de245cfcab%7C569df091b01340e386eebd9cb9e25814%7C0%7C0%7C638988179068877357%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=10Fl1ZqciPVKXEZYpFZeGq7JUXb3Rn6iYPFbrjH5hyI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sullivanreview.uk%2Fbarriers.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cabhishek.saha%40qmul.ac.uk%7C5c0bd892dad948b39a8f08de245cfcab%7C569df091b01340e386eebd9cb9e25814%7C0%7C0%7C638988179068877357%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=10Fl1ZqciPVKXEZYpFZeGq7JUXb3Rn6iYPFbrjH5hyI%3D&reserved=0
https://thecritic.co.uk/no-word-should-be-inherently-unsayable/
https://thecritic.co.uk/no-word-should-be-inherently-unsayable/
https://afcomm.org.uk/2025/08/26/potential-violations-of-free-speech-regulations-at-the-university-of-nottingham/
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2025/nov/03/uk-university-halted-human-rights-research-after-pressure-from-china


15.​Lord Young of Acton, General Secretary, The Free Speech Union 

16.​Dr. Christopher Byrne, University of Nottingham 

17.​Professor Michael Stewart, University College London 

18.​Professor Jo Phoenix, School of Law, University of Reading 

19.​Professor Lesley Gourlay, University College London 

20.​Professor Michele Moore, Editor 

21.​Mr Edward Hadas, University of Oxford 

22.​Dr Asen Ivanov, Queen Mary University of London 

23.​Professor David Paton, Chair of Industrial Economics, Nottingham University Business School 

24.​Dr Mark Sherry, Retired Professor, University of Toledo 

25.​Professor Emeritus Chris Brown, London School of Economics and Political Science 

26.​Dr Lawrence Patihis, PhD, Portsmouth Academics For Academic Freedom 

27.​Heather McKee, University of Buckingham, Founder of Student Academics for Academic 

Freedom (SAFAF) 

28.​Humphrey Allen, General Manager, Alumni for Free Speech 

29.​Professor Keith Willison, Imperial College London 

30.​Professor Kenneth Harris, University College London 

31.​Dr Andrew Denis, City St George's, University of London 

32.​Mr Daniel Rodger, London South Bank University 

33.​Dr Robert Laverick, Founder LeedsUniAFAF 

34.​Dr Paul P. Cook, King's College London 

35.​Dr Scott McLachlan, HiKER Research Group 

36.​Dr Roopal Desai, University College London 

37.​Professor Matthew H. Kramer FBA, University of Cambridge 

38.​Emeritus Professor Chris Hamnett, King's College London 

39.​Professor Steven Connor, King's College London 

40.​Francesca Akhtar, PhD candidate, University College London 

41.​Professor Andrew C.R. Martin (Emeritus), University College London 

42.​Dr Jonathan Rogers, University College London 

43.​Andrew D. Lawrence, University of Edinburgh 

44.​Professor David Collins, City St George's, University of London 

45.​Professor Anthony R Cox, University of Birmingham 

46.​Dr Guillaume Conchon-Kerjan, King's College London 

47.​Professor Emerita Ruth Parry, Loughborough University 

48.​Dr Jeffrey Vernon, Imperial College London 

49.​Dr Ruth Mieschbuehler, Convenor, Derby Academics For Academic Freedom (AFAF) 

50.​Professor Alan Sokal, University College London 

51.​Dr Andrea Prinsloo, University of Surrey 

52.​Dr Colin Axon, Hon. Reader, Brunel University of London 

53.​Dr Ulrike Blumenschein, Queen Mary University of London 

54.​Professor Nick Allum, University of Essex 

55.​Professor Mark Pennington, King's College, University of London 

56.​Professor David Abulafia FBA, University of Cambridge 

57.​Prof. Emerita Anna Sapir Abulafia FBA, University of Oxford 

58.​Lesley Klaff, Sheffield Hallam University 

59.​Prof. Gregory Sporton, University of Westminster 

60.​Professor Paul Dennis (emeritus), University of East Anglia 

61.​Professor Susan Pickard, University of Liverpool 



62.​Mr Christopher John Searle, The Open University 

63.​Professor Jonathan A. Jones, University of Oxford 

64.​Professor Laurence Hemming, Lancaster University 

65.​Professor Saul Jacka, University of Warwick 

66.​Professor Stuart Russell (ret.), School of Law, Macquarie University, Sydney Australia  

67.​Professor Emerita Jane Wills, University of Exeter 

68.​Dr Edward Howell, University of Oxford  

69.​Professor Charles Taylor, University of Leeds 

70.​Dr Lola Salem, University of Oxford 

71.​Thomas Pink, Emeritus Professor of Philosophy, King’s College London 

72.​Professor Murray Smith, University of Kent 

73.​Emeritus Professor Andrew Lincoln, University of Gloucestershire 

74.​Dr. Nalini Vittal, University College London 

75.​Prof Dennis Patterson, University of Surrey 

76.​Emeritus Professor Philip Dawid, University of Cambridge 

77.​Prof. Paul D. Elbourne, University of Oxford 

78.​Professor Coel Hellier, Keele University  

79.​Dr. Keith Sutherland, University of Exeter 

80.​Dr Ashley Hannay, University of Manchester 

81.​Frank Furedi, Emeritus Professor of Sociology, University of Kent 

82.​Mr William Norcup-Brown, Newcastle University 

83.​Professor Aaron Ridley, University of Southampton 

84.​Dr Rostyslav Dubrovka, Queen Mary University of London 

85.​Dr Philip Murray, College Assistant Professor in Law,  Robinson College, Cambridge 

86.​Dr Cheryl Hudson, University of Liverpool 

87.​Emeritus Professor David Logan, University of Oxford 

88.​Mr David Palfreyman OBE, New College, University of Oxford  

89.​Professor Robin Jacoby, Emeritus Professor University of Oxford 

90.​Prof Glen Jeffery, University College London  

91.​Dr John Goldthorpe, Nuffield College, Oxford 

92.​Dr Myra Forster-van Hijfte, DVM CertSAM CertVR MSc One Health and Infectious Diseases 

DipECVIM FRCVS, Writer  

93.​Mrs Penelope Russell, University of Sheffield 

94.​Professor Jane Lucy Lightfoot, New College, University of Oxford 

95.​Professor Guy Gratton, Cranfield University 

96.​Dr John McGowan, Canterbury Christ Church University 

97.​Professor John Maloney, University of Exeter 

98.​Professor Guy Rowlands, University of St Andrews and Director of History Reclaimed 

99.​Paul Thomas, co-founder of The Leeds Salon 

100.​ Prof. Alex Bremner, University of Edinburgh 

101.​ Professor Jonathan Crabtree Parker, Professor Emeritus, Bournemouth University 

102.​ Professor Emeritus Larry Ray, University of Kent 

103.​ Professor David Betz, King's College London 

104.​ Professor Roger Crisp, University of Oxford 

105.​ Professor David Parrott, University of Oxford 

106.​ Professor Lawrence Goldman, St. Peter's College, University of Oxford 

107.​ Mr Philip Kinsella, University of Nottingham 

108.​ Dr Nigel Hunt, Retired academic 



109.​ Professor Jacob Phillips, St Mary's University, Twickenham 

110.​ Domna Salonen, PhD student, Newcastle University 

111.​ Professor Richard Rex, University of Cambridge 

112.​ Professor Jeremy Dibble, Durham University 

113.​ Prof. the Lord Biggar, CBE, University of Oxford 

114.​ Professor Andrew Tettenborn, Professor of Commercial Law, Swansea University 

115.​ Professor Guy Nason, Imperial College London 

116.​ Professor Rita Floyd, University of Birmingham  

117.​ Professor Perdita Stevens, University of Edinburgh 

118.​ Nick Chambers, Geneticist 

119.​ Jeff McMahan, University of Oxford 

120.​ Professor Simon Hulme, University College London 

121.​ Nick Wright BA (Hons) PGDip MSc FITOL, Writer 

122.​ Professor Lindsay Paterson, University of Edinburgh 

123.​ Professor Michelle McCarthy, Honorary, University of Kent 

124.​ Dr. Satoshi Kanazawa, London School of Economics and Political Science 

125.​ Professor David Shipworth, University College London 

126.​ Diane Bushell, PhD candidate, University of Worcester 

127.​ Emeritus Professor John Fitzpatrick, University of Kent 

128.​ Jessica Evans, University co-Lead for Academic Integrity, The Open University 

129.​ Professor Diane Reyniers, London School of Economics and Political Science 

130.​ Brian Gilbert, Senior Tutor, Directing Fiction, National Film and Television School 

131.​ Dr Simon Mills, Newcastle University 

132.​ Dr David Maher, University of Salford 

133.​ Professor Martin Anthony, London School of Economics 

134.​ Professor Andrew Bennett, University of Bristol 

135.​ Dr Ruth Dixon, University of Oxford (retired) 

136.​ Dr Wilma Fraser, Canterbury Christ Church University- retired 

137.​ Sean Bw Parker MA, Empowering The Innocent (University of Bristol) 

138.​ Professor Geoffrey Alderman, Professor Emeritus University of Buckingham 

139.​ Dr Roger Teichmann, University of Oxford 

140.​ Professor Michael Biggs, University of Oxford 

141.​ Professor Emeritus Keith Ansell-Pearson, University of Warwick 

142.​ Professor Stephen Mossman, University of Manchester 

143.​ Dr Georgy Kantor, University of Oxford 

144.​ Simon West BEd, MSc, PhD Candidate, University of Edinburgh 

145.​ Dr Richard Gipps, University of Oxford 

146.​ Professor Tim Benbow, King's College London 

147.​ Mr Hayden Williams, President Emeritus of Oxford Brookes University's Debating Society 

148.​ Steven Greer, Emeritus Professor, University of Bristol Law School 

149.​ Professor Robert Bowie, Canterbury Christ Church University 

150.​ Dr Toby Andrew, Imperial College London 

151.​ Professor Robin Dunbar, University of Oxford 

152.​ Prof. Richard Bourke FBA, University of Cambridge 

153.​ Dr Alexander Morrison, New College, Oxford 

154.​ Professor Shivaji Sondhi, University of Oxford 

155.​ Professor Nicholas Shackel, Cardiff University 

156.​ Professor Sheena Asthana, University of Plymouth 



157.​ Professor David Owens, University of Oxford 

158.​ Diana I Durham, Writer and Poet 

159.​ Dr Jerry Goodenough, Senior Lecturer (retd) University of East Anglia 

160.​ Professor Roger Watson, University of Hull 

161.​ Dr Derek Bryce, University of Strathclyde 

162.​ Dr Piers Benn, Fordham London 

163.​ Dr Britt Harrison, Visiting Research Fellow, University of Leeds 

164.​ Professor Rory Waterman, Nottingham Trent University 

165.​ Dr. Vijay Tymms, Imperial College London 

166.​ Dr Simon Bignell, University of Derby 

167.​ Professor Alan Sked, London School of Economics and Political Science 

168.​ Professor Kathleen Richardson, De Montfort University 

169.​ Professor Derek Matravers, The Open University 

170.​ Professor Eric Heinze, Queen Mary University of London 

171.​ Professor Robert Tombs, University of Cambridge 

172.​ Professor Peter Ramsay, London School of Economics 

173.​ Dr Matt Beech, University of Hull 

174.​ Professor David de Meza, London School of Economics 

175.​ Professor David Blake, Bayes Business School, City St George's, University of London 

176.​ Professor Edward Harcourt, University of Oxford 

177.​ Professor Frederick Toates, Open University 

178.​ Professor David Campbell, Lancaster University 

179.​ Professor Patrick Bray, FRHistS, Director of the Centre for French and Francophone 

Research, University College London 

180.​ Professor J.C.D. Clark, Quondam Fellow, All Souls College, Oxford 

181.​ Dr Joanna Williams, Author and commentator 

182.​ Professor Johannes Ruf, London School of Economics 

183.​ Mr Timothy O'Rourke, Parliamentary Candidate - SDP 

184.​ Professor Darren Langdridge, The Open University 

185.​ Dr Helen Adamson, Senior Lecturer, Newcastle University 

186.​ Dr Andrew Lack, Oxford Brookes University 

187.​ Liam Kennedy, Emeritus Professor of History, Queen's University Belfast 

188.​ Connie Shaw, External Affairs Officer at the Free Speech Union 

189.​ Dr David Smith, Anglia Ruskin University 

190.​ Dr Andrew Scott, London School of Economics and Political Science 

191.​ Emeritus Professor Trevor Allan, University of Cambridge 

192.​ Dr Simon Newman, University of Westminster 

193.​ Professor Kai Möller, London School of Economics 

194.​ Dr Christopher Fear, University of Hull 

195.​ Dr Rowena Slope, Bournemouth University 

196.​ Professor Emeritus Bernard T Golding, Newcastle University 

197.​ Nicholas Oulton, London School of Economics 

198.​ Dr Tugkan Batu, London School of Economics and Political Science 

199.​ Dr Stuart Waiton, Abertay University 

200.​ Professor Peter Latham, University College London 

201.​ Dr Branko Latinkic, Cardiff University 

202.​ Professor Christina Perry, Queen Mary University of London 

203.​ Helen Pluckrose, Author 



204.​ Dr Emily Critchley, University of Greenwich 

205.​ Emeritus Professor Andrew Davies, University of Liverpool 

206.​ Dr David Webster, University of Glasgow 

207.​ Professor Andrea Carriero, Queen Mary University of London 

208.​ Professor David Hirsh, Goldsmiths, University of London 

209.​ Georgia Testa, Associate Professor, University of Leeds 

210.​ Dr James Pritchett, University of Hull 

211.​ Ms Tessa Clarke, Academics for Academic Freedom (AFAF) 

212.​ Dr Vanessa Pupavac, University of Nottingham 

213.​ Mr Michael Johnson, Peter Symonds College 

214.​ Sarah Johnson, University of Roehampton 

215.​ Professor Stephan Harrison, University of Exeter 

216.​ Dr Christopher Ryan, Southampton Solent University 

217.​ Professor Thomas Prosser, Cardiff University 

218.​ Professor David Thompson, Queen’s University Belfast 

219.​ Professor Miguel León-Ledesma, University of Exeter 

220.​ Professor Adrian Kent, University of Cambridge 

221.​ Dr Roham Alvandi, London School of Economics and Political Science 

222.​ Dr Maria-Novella Mercuri, University College London 

223.​ Professor Sir Ivor Crewe, Master, University College Oxford 2008-20 

224.​ Dr John Baird, University of Aberdeen 

225.​ Professor John Preston, University of Reading 

226.​ Dr Tim Mawson, University of Oxford 

227.​ Associate Professor David Lea-Smith, University of East Anglia 

228.​ Professor Emeritus Russell Keat, University of Edinburgh 

229.​ Richard Ridyard, Senior Lecturer in Law, Liverpool John Moores University 

230.​ Professor Samuel Falle, University of Leeds 

231.​ Professor D. Graham J. Shipley, University of Leicester 

232.​ Professor Eric Kaufmann, University of Buckingham 

233.​ Andrea Holland, Associate Professor, University of East Anglia 

234.​ Professor Takis Konstantopoulos, University of Liverpool 

235.​ Dr Jennie Bristow, Canterbury Christ Church University; Canterbury & Kent AFAF 

236.​ Dr. Cristina Koppel, Imperial College School of Medicine 

237.​ Vinay Kapoor, Education and Engagement Officer - The Free Speech Union 

238.​ Dr John Walker, University of Cambridge 

239.​ Professor Michael Hauskeller, University of Liverpool 

240.​ Professor Michael D. Hurley, University of Cambridge 

241.​ Emeritus Professor Anthony Stone, University of Cambridge 

242.​ Professor Jon Cole, University of Liverpool 

243.​ Professor Steven Courtney, University of Manchester 

244.​ Dr Anne Simon, University of London  

245.​ Professor Andrew Martin, University of Oxford 

246.​ Dr Andi Wang, University of Warwick 

247.​ Professor Jonathan Morgan, University of Cambridge 

248.​ Dr John D. Ayres, University of Manchester  

249.​ Dr Anna Loutfi, Barrister 

250.​ Stephen R L Clark, Emeritus Professor,  University of Liverpool 

251.​ Dr Christopher Anderson, Canterbury Christ Church University 



252.​ Dr Umberto Igor Stramignoni, London School of Economics and Political Science 

253.​ Professor Simon Goodwin, University of Sheffield 

254.​ Professor Emeritus William Gale, University of Leeds 

255.​ Dr Rachel Nicoll, Umea University, Sweden 

256.​ Professor Mark Stephens, University of Glasgow 

257.​ Dr Simon James Anglim, King's College London 

258.​ Professor Francis Johnson, University College London 

259.​ Rosalind Arden, London School of Economics and Political Science 

260.​ Professor David Pilgrim, University of Southampton 

261.​ Dr John Henry Aupers, Retired Principal Lecturer 

262.​ Dr Nicholas Campion, University of Wales Trinity Saint David 

263.​ Mr John Lewis, Retired, Trinity St David 

264.​ Peter Cave, The Open University 

265.​ Dr James Whitley, British School at Athens 

266.​ Professor Julian Jamison, University of Exeter 

267.​ Geoffrey Hosking OBE, Emeritus Professor of Russian History, University College London 

268.​ Dr Soljana Çili, University of the Arts London 

269.​ Dr David Harris, Retired professor 

270.​ Professor Siam Bhayro, University of Exeter 

271.​ Professor Jane Luise Hutton, University of Warwick 

272.​ Professor Peter Green FRS, Emeritus Professor, University of Bristol 

273.​ Professor Stephen Walsh, Professor Emeritus, Cardiff University; Writer 

274.​ Dr. Richard Banach, University of Manchester 

275.​ Trezza Azzopardi, Lecturer in Creative Writing, University of East Anglia 

276.​ Jess Winkler, University of Bristol 

277.​ Dr Paul Booth, Liverpool and Keele universities 

278.​ Dr Richard Heffernan, The Open University 

279.​ Dr Anna Maltsev, Queen Mary University of London 

280.​ Dr Ashley Mills, University of Kent 

281.​ Dr Anita Bunyan, University of Cambridge 

282.​ Professor Sir Stephen O'Rahilly FRS, University of Cambridge 

283.​ Dr Chris Playford, University of Exeter 

284.​ Dr Holly Smith, University College London  

285.​ Professor Martin Loughlin, London School of Economics & Political Science 

286.​ Dr. Kane R Steggles, Clinical Psychologist 

287.​ Alistair Alcock, Emeritus Professor, University of Buckingham 

288.​ Anne Fine OBE FRSL, Writer 

289.​ Nico Macdonald, External Examiner, University of the Arts London 

290.​ Professor Jon Pike, The Open University 

291.​ The Revd Prof Andrew Davison, University of Oxford 

292.​ Dr. Kathryn Stevens, University of Oxford 

293.​ Professor Lucinda Platt, London School of Economics and Political Science 

294.​ Dr Lucy Handscomb, University College London 

295.​ Dr Kevin Hickson, University of Liverpool 

296.​ Professor Bruce Wardhaugh, Durham University 

297.​ Professor Roger Cotterrell, Queen Mary University of London  

298.​ Dr Beatrice Penati, University of Liverpool 

299.​ Dr Sarah Wood, University of Warwick 



300.​ Professor Martin Herdegen, University of Warwick 

301.​ Professor Atul K Shah, City St George’s, University of LondonShow side panel 
302.​ Dr Tatiana Heise, University of Glasgow 

303.​ Dr Sean Thomas, University of York 

304.​ Dr Daniel Hadas, King's College London 

305.​ Professor Windy Dryden, Goldsmiths University of London  

306.​ John Landaw, Psychoanalytic Therapist MA Oxon; UKCP reg 

307.​ Stuart Morgan-Ayrs FRSA FRSSA FRSPH, Traumatic Stress Specialist, Private Sector 

308.​ Professor Mikel Burley, University of Leeds 

309.​ Dr Kaustubh Adhikari, The Open University 

310.​ Dr Stephen McLeod, University of Liverpool 

311.​ Dr Claire Street, Canterbury Christ Church University 

312.​ Professor David Campbell, School of Law, Lancaster University 

313.​ Professor Markus Bockmuehl, University of Oxford 

314.​ Professor Frederick Toates, Open University 

315.​ Emeritus professor David Ibbetson, University of Cambridge 

316.​ Mr. Owen Odo Rees Saunders, Retired lecturer in law. 

317.​ Dr James Alexander, Bilkent University 

318.​ Dr Ian Stark, University of Edinburgh 

319.​ Dr Ian Wilkinson, University of Bolton 

320.​ Professor Yan Fyodorov, King's College London 

321.​ Professor Tim Luckhurst, Historian of Newspapers 

322.​ Professor Johan Bolhuis, University of Cambridge 

323.​ Professor Richard Mann, University of Leeds 

324.​ Emeritus Professor John Papaloizou, University of Cambridge 

325.​ Dr Peter Hewitson, Brunel University of London 

326.​ Professor David Sanders, University of Essex 

327.​ Mr Seán Doyle, University College London 

328.​ Dr Tim Green, University of York 

329.​ Professor Andrew Davies, University of Birmingham 

330.​ Ari Stillman, University of Edinburgh 

331.​ Professor Martin Speight, University of Leeds 

332.​ Mr J Wilson, NATFE 

333.​ Nicholas Oulton, London School of Economics and Political Science 

334.​ Dr Sophie Allen, University of Keele 

335.​ Geoffrey Grimmett, Emeritus Professor, University of Cambridge 

336.​ Professor Richard Boocock, University of Birmingham 

337.​ Kathryn Ecclestone, Retired Professor of Education, University of Sheffield  

338.​ Professor James Elander, University of Derby 

339.​ Professor John Strawson, University of East London 

340.​ Professor John Lister, University of Cambridge 

341.​ Professor Michael Wayne, Brunel University 

342.​ Professor Simon Gathercole, University of Cambridge 

343.​ Dr William Astle,University of Cambridge 

344.​ Francis Green, Emeritus Professor, University College London 

345.​ Professor Marcus Kaiser, FRSB, University of Nottingham 

346.​ Sir Gregory Winter CBE FRS (Nobel Laureate), Fellow and former Master of Trinity 

College, University of Cambridge 



347.​ Dr Tim Hunt (Nobel Laureate), Emeritus scientist, Francis Crick Institute 

348.​ Brian D. Josephson FRS (Nobel Laureate), Emeritus Professor of Physics, University of 

Cambridge 

349.​ Sir Stephen Fry, actor and broadcaster. 

350.​ Dr Ellen Wright, King’s College, London  

351.​ Dr Christopher Badcock, Emeritus Reader In Sociology, London School of Economics, 

University of London 

352.​ Professor Kevin Dowd, Durham University Business School 

353.​ Professor Emyr Macdonald, Cardiff University  

354.​ Dr Sarah Galloway, University of Stirling 

355.​ Dr Geraint Thomas, Peterhouse, University of Cambridge 

356.​ Dr Iain McGilchrist, University of Oxford 

357.​ Emeritus Professor Owen Crankshaw, University of Bristol and University of Cape Town 

358.​ Dr Stuart Barber, University of Leeds 

359.​ Professor Onno Bokhove, School of Mathematics, University of Leeds 

360.​ Dr John Carman, University of Birmingham 

361.​ Dr Betty Jay, Royal Holloway, University of London 

362.​ Professor James Boardman, University of Edinburgh  

363.​ Dr Philip Walker, University of Leeds 

364.​ Dr Martin Caminada, Cardiff University 

365.​ Professor Emeritus Liz Atkins, University of Derby 

366.​ Professor Matthew Ratcliffe, University of York 

367.​ Professor Johan Bolhuis, University of Cambridge 

368.​ Professor Richard Ekins KC, University of Oxford 

369.​ Professor Mark Webber, University of Birmingham  

370.​ Dr Nathan Skene, Imperial College London 

371.​ Ms Nicola Drew, Fellow, Royal Anthropological Institute 

372.​ Dr Matthew Durey, University of Sunderland 

373.​ Dr Richard Heffernan, The Open University  

374.​ Professor J. Michael Bailey, Northwestern University 

375.​ Dr Michael Boswell, Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering (retired) 

376.​ Dr Nikesh Solanki, University of Manchester 

377.​ Sir Simon Donaldson FRS (Fields Medallist), Imperial College London 

 

Cc: Rt Hon Baroness Smith of Malvern, Minister of State (Minister for Skills) 
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