
 

 
Updating Enrollment Data for E-Rate 

Updated 10/21/2025 
 
E-rate requires the use of school district enrollment and student eligibility for the 
National School Lunch Program (NSLP) for free and reduced lunch. The COVID 
pandemic impacted these statistics because many schools were offering food 
programs regardless of eligibility during the pandemic crisis. Now, of course, MN 
provides free meals for all students. 
 
For E-rate, school districts have often used the Special Populations reports that 
can be found on the Minnesota Department of Education website. This report 
includes data received from districts as of October 1, but because it requires 
editing and clean-up, is not published on the website until midwinter. This means 
using the Special Populations reports for E-rate can result in using year-old data.  
 
Another source of data that is easy to use is the Compensatory Revenue Report. 
To find this report for any school district or charter school:  

Compensatory Revenue Reports 
1.​ Navigate to the Minnesota Department of Education website at 

https://education.mn.gov/mde/index.html.  
2.​ Hover over “Data Center” in the menu bar.  
3.​ Click on Data Reports and Analytics.  
4.​ Scroll down to School Finance Reports and click on Minnesota Funding 

Reports.  
5.​ On the dialog screen, choose your district. Choose View All Reports. 

Choose All for the Category. Choose 25-26 for the year (to get 10/1/24 
data). Choose Compensatory Revenue Calculation in the Report list. (see 
image on next page) As of November 2025, the 26-27 reports were not 
available, so we will continue to use year old data, but it is still the 
best and easiest way to verify enrollment information with USAC. 
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6.​ Click List Reports 
7.​ The Compensatory Revenue Report will be listed with a link. Click on the 

link to open it as a PDF.  
 

 
 
You will see the total enrollment in column A, free lunch count in column B and 
reduced count in column C. Add columns B and C to get your TOTAL free and 
reduced lunch count to enter in the EPC portal for your school or district.  
Remember to subtract numbers for any ineligible entities that might be listed 
under “District Sites.”  
 
Any questions on the report data should be directed to the MDE School Finance 
division. The website is https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/schfin/​
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​
Special Population Reports  

USAC may use the MDE Special Populations reports if they are trying to check 

enrollment statistics for verification. It should match the compensatory reports for the 

same reporting year! If you wish to download the Special Populations Report, you can 

access it this way:  

 

1.​ Go to https://education.mn.gov.  

2.​ Click on Data Center.  

3.​ Click on Data Reports and Analytics.  

4.​ Scroll down to the bottom of the page and choose Student.  

5.​ From the drop down boxes, choose the following:  

a.​ Category - Enrollment  

b.​ Year - 2025 (this is the most current available and represents data reported 

for 2024-25.  

c.​ Subcategory - ALL 

d.​ Level - ALL  

6.​ Click “List files.”   

 

7.​ Choose the State/County/District/School by clicking on the Excel symbol to the far 

right.  

 

8.​ The file will download in Excel format. You will see tabbed worksheets in the file 

for grouping of data.  

 

For questions on the Special Populations Report data for your district, you can contact 

MDE at mde.analytics@state.mn.us. 
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