
2 Step Word Problems - third grade 
 

Today we are going to review lots of keywords that help us know what 
operation to do when we are solving word problems. It is important to read 
each sentence carefully to figure out how to correctly solve the word 
problem. Make a picture in your mind - or better yet show your work by 
drawing a picture or with equations! 
 

addition subtraction multiplication division rounding 

total left groups groups  about 

in all many more each each estimate 

altogether difference total divide nearest 10 

combine much more in all share  nearest 100 

sum less  equal groups approximately 

 
Watch this video for a review 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkx9i0weqEk 
 
Let’s go through a few problems together: 
 

1.​ Lucas and his brother walked at the park for 45 minutes on Saturday. 
On Sunday they walked for 67 minutes. About how many minutes did 
they exercise in total? 
Step one - round 45 - 50 and 67- 70 
Step two - total means we need to add 50 + 70 = 120 
 

2.​ Marcus has a goal to read 50 books this quarter. For three weeks he 
has read 9 books each week. How many more books does he need 
to read to meet his goal?  
Step one - multiply 3 x 9 = 27 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkx9i0weqEk


Step two - subtract 50-27 = 23 
Now it is your  turn - remember to read each sentence carefully and 
look for keywords to help you solve them correctly. 
 
Two Step Word Problems practice 
 
Need extra practice -  Watch this and then try this extra practice 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VEHHiIn54MU 
 
https://www.commoncoresheets.com/Math/Multistep/Mult-Add/Englis
h/1.pdf 
 
https://www.commoncoresheets.com/Math/Multistep/Sub-Div%20E/E
nglish/1.pdf 
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