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Bahaleen Residency

In this historical moment of liberation, a precatious and prolonged temporal state, noting all who have chosen to
support and participate in the smooth execution of genocide with their diplomacy, finances, military, and media, we are
witness to the dismantling of the Zionist State. With the barbaric escalation that has unfolded over the past seven
months, Our discourse, the words we borrow from and speak to, the images we project and linger on, are now heavy and

pregnant with all we have seen, come to imagine, dream about, and been banned from knowing and practicing,

We are very clear—there can be nothing horrifying about the intimacy of Palestinian resistance, whatever shape or form

or name it may take. What remains horrifying are the conditions that have led to this resistance. Resistance to this brutal

settler-colonial machine has only widened our horizons—catapulting us into a political imaginary that stretches the limits
of possibilities and time.

Today, we insist on moving towards radical forms of convening and gathering, weaponizing our discourses of refusal that
keep us steady in our conviction, and propel us into various modes of maneuvering past the totality of state power. We
walk with our compass towards practices and tactics of collective dissent—and hold steadfast to our continued search of
unearthing histories of possibility and resistance.

This time, Bahaleen convenes a residency, along the edges of Palestine, from the hilltops of Jerash, we will hold the songs
of our fedayeen, and move across red poppy fields that carry the martyrs. Togather, we will study, and attempt to grasp at
the fluctuating manifestations of property, scrutinizing the political agreements that have facilitated the transfer of
ownership ,contesting our borders by naming out loud the projects and infrastructures that further borderize our lands,
and restrict our mobility—as nature-reserve, tourist projects, dams, pipelines, or as private farms to Jordan’s political
elites and tribes—all the while engaging in the exercise of locating and dwelling within geographies of collective
resistance.

To ask ourselves, collectively, and far from the hegemony of Amman, all the ways we can articulate the very flow of
complicity, of how our land, water and gas are being deployed as weapons, to feed this relentless death-machine.
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Together, we will travel by car, and on foot exploring notions of access and return, in tension with the necessary
possibilities of disruption and dissent, and towards a liberatory articulation of the commons on our lands in this specific
moment.
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Who is and what has Bahaleen been doing?
Bahaleen is a group of friends, sometimes colleagues, and often collaborators who are Palestinian artists, architects,

surveyors, calligraphers, and researchers based in Jordan. Together, we are Bahaleen, a research group dedicated to
exploring the emancipatory potentials of arts practice through a constellation of acts, projects, and productions. We aim
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to unearth and investigate the socio-political histories of the region through a methodology and practice that offer new

ways to experiment and activate research and knowledge production with a larger public.

For the past three years, Bahaleen has been engaged in several multi-year independent research projects that circle
around notions of temporality, crossing borders, and impermanent-permanent infrastructures. Through a series of
roaming residencies, we search for, name, and subvert narratives around water bodies, tourist projects, nature reserves,
privatized property, and the commons through the practice of creating databases of projects, laws, and political
agreements that have commercialized, privatized, and militarized our soil. All the while, looking at the performance of

politics on sites of extractive economies.

Annotations of a Hardening Border:

Akerman’s intention to inscribe the memory of this violent incident in the landscape is quite contrary to the prerogatives
of investigative work. It is not about making sense or searching for evidence. Akerman knew too well, from her own
Jewish family history, what genocide is; she knew too well that investigative legal or journalistic work does not in itself
guarantee justice. She understood that a new way of seeing the landscape would be necessary, for us to perceive it in its
utmost cruelty. The reverse shot imposes another labor of seeing, flips time, and reverses history, in order to see its
ghosts.



How to film the land?



If the representation of land is a kind of property, how could one film it without owning it? Is the ownership of the
image of representation of land a property inside a property? Property is contained in infinite squares, which begin from
a legal system that turns unbounded nature into land and land into property. Infinite squares of property.

An image inside an image
A struggle inside a struggle

A letter inside a letter
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Written by Zeid himself.
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