
​ Outdoor Murphy Bar 
By Shades of Blue Interiors 

 

 
 
Overall dimensions of closed murphy bar: 38” tall x 23 ½” wide 
Attaches to the house at 32” from the bottom 

 

 

 



Shopping List: 
2- 1 x 8 cedar board, 6 foot length 

3- 1 x 6 cedar board, 6 foot length 

1- 1 x 4 cedar board, 8 foot length 

1- 1 x 2 cedar-tone weather-treated pine board, 8 foot length 

1 ¼” or 1” pocket hole screws 

1 ¼” nails, 18 gauge 

2- Narrow hinges, zinc-plated, 2 inches wide 

2- Heavy duty Tee hinges, galvanized, 4 inches wide 

1- Sash lock, zinc-plated 

2- Flat brace L-bracket, zinc-plated, 4 inches 

2- Flat brace L-bracket, zinc-plated, 2 inches 

1- Half-turn button, galvanized 

4- Phillips pan head stainless steel machine screws, 1/4-20 by 1 ½-inches 

4- Stainless steel wing nuts, 1/4-20 

Exterior 3-inch screws (if drilling into wood siding) or 1 ½-inch stainless 
steel brick screws with lead anchors 
 

Tool List:  
Measuring tape 

Circular saw 

Wood clamps 

Safety equipment 

Pocket hole jig 

Wood glue 

Cordless drill 



Speed-square 

Brad nailer or nail gun, 18 gauge 

 

Cut List: 
2 - 1 x 8 @ 38” (sides of frame) 

2 - 1 x 8 @ 22” (top and bottom of frame) 

1 - 1 x 6 @ 34 ¼”  (vertical divider in frame) 

4 - 1 x 6 @ 34” (planked bar top) 

2 - 1 x 6 @ 10 ⅝” (shelves in frame) 

2 - 1 x 4 @ 34” (sides of frame for plank top) 

2 - 1 x 4 @ 11 ⅜” (top and bottom of bar leg) 

2 - 1 x 2 @ 31” (sides of bar leg) 

2 - 1 x 2 @ 14 ½” (top and bottom of frame for plank top) 

 
 
 

 
 



 
Step 1: Build the Box Frame 
Use the 4- 1 x 8 pieces to create the box frame. Using the pocket hole joinery system, 

drill three  ¾” pocket holes on either end of the short 1 x 8 pieces (top and bottom), 

about two inches apart. Make sure to drill the pocket holes on the rough side of the 

board. Attach the bottom piece first, flush with the side pieces, using 1 ¼-inch pocket 

hole screws and wood glue. Then attach the top piece, three inches down from the top 

of the sides, using the same method as the bottom piece. Be sure to wipe up any 

excess wood glue with a damp rag. The opening between the top and bottom piece 

should be 34 ¼ inches. 



 

 

Step 2: Attach Divider and Shelves 

Drill two evenly spaced ¾-inch pocket holes on either end of the vertical divider 1 x 6 

board. Measure the center mark at 11 inches on the top and bottom of the box frame 

and make a line all the way down using a speed square. Line the 1 x 6 board up so the 

top and bottom marks are at the center of the 1 x 6, and then attach it to the box frame 

using 1 ¼-inch pocket hole screws and wood glue. For the shelves, place the short 

one-by-six pieces to your desired heights and attach them on either side of the divider 

with an electric nail gun and 1 ¼-inch nails. In this project, the lower shelf was attached 

1 foot from the bottom and the upper shelf 11 inches from the top. 



 

 

Step 3: Build the Planked Bar Top 

The top of the fold-out bar will be built with four 1x6s. To attach them together, drill five 

¾-inch pocket holes evenly spaced on the rough side of three of the boards. Assemble 

them flush together so the rough side is facing up, with one of the boards in the middle 

not having any pocket holes drilled. If needed, step on the top of the boards as you 

screw them together using 1 ¼-inch pocket hole screws and wood glue, so as to keep 

the top flat. Work slowly and don't over-screw into the wood, as you don't want the 

screws to poke out of the other side. This is where you can choose to use the optional 

1-inch pocket hole screws instead, so as to not risk the screws coming out of the other 

side. 



 

Step 4: Build the Support Frame for the Tabletop 
Drill two ¾-inch pocket hole screws on either end of the 14 ½-inch 1 x 2s. Assemble the 

one-by-twos and the 34-inch 1 x 4s on top of the tabletop planks you just screwed 

together so that the 1 x 4s are flush with the long edge and the one-by-twos are flush 

with the short edge. This is so you make sure the sizes are exactly the same. Use 

clamps and wood glue to attach the one-by-twos flush on either end of the one-by-fours, 

making sure the rough sides are facing up. Note: you are not actually attaching the 

support frame pieces to the tabletop in this step. 

 



 

Step 5: Attach the Support Frame to the Tabletop 

Flip the support frame over so the rough side with the pocket holes is facing down 

toward the rough side of the tabletop. Put wood glue between them and then attach the 

frame to the tabletop using a nail gun and 1 ¼-inch nails. 



 

 

Step 6: Assemble the Fold-Out Leg Frame 

Drill two ¾-inch pocket holes on either end of the shortest 1 x 4s. Place the 31-inch 1 x 

2s inside the support frame along both long sides and the short 1 x 4s on either side of 

the short sides, with the rough sides facing up. On one end, allow a small gap between 

the 1 x 4 of the leg frame and the 1 x 2 of the tabletop support frame so the 2-inch 

hinges will fit. Keep the hinges there while you attach the leg frame pieces together 

using 1 ¼-inch pocket hole screws, making sure to put wood glue between the joints 



first. Note: you are not actually attaching the leg frame pieces to the tabletop in this 

step. 

 

Step 7: Attach Hinges to the Leg and Support Frames 
Flip the leg frame over so the rough side is facing the rough side of the tabletop. 

Measure and mark with a pencil or pen where the position of the hinges will be to join 

the leg frame and support frame. In this project, the hinges were positioned 1 inch from 

the edge of the 1 x 4 of the leg. Pre-drill holes where you made the marks and attach 

the hinges with the provided screws. 

 

 



 

Step 8: Attach Hinges to the Box Frame 

Place the tabletop with legs attached on top of the box frame. Orient the tabletop so the 

planks are facing inward and the bottom of the legs are closest to the bottom of the box 

frame. Push the bar up, allowing a small gap to form at the bottom where the hinges will 

be placed. Slide the 4-inch hinges in between the one-by-four of the support frame and 

the edge of the box frame. Mark the location of the holes with a pencil or pen. Pre-drill 

the holes and then attach the hinges with the screws provided. 



 

Step 9: Attach a Half-Turn Button for the Leg 

Once the hinges are attached, you might notice the bottom of the leg pops out a little bit 

and doesn't fit flush (see photo in Step 9). To keep the leg flush, you will need to install a 

half-turn button on the one-by-two of the support frame that it touches. Measure the 

middle mark on the 1 x 2, pre-drill a hole, and screw in the galvanized half-turn button. 

Don't tighten it all the way, so the button can move over the bottom of the leg and keep 

it flush with the rest of the unit. 

Step 10: Attach a Sash Lock to the Box Frame 
Using the pre-marked 11-inch center on the box frame, mark where the screw holes will 

be on the box frame for the sash lock. Align the other side of the sash lock on the 1 x 2 

of the support frame and mark where the screw holes are. Pre-drill holes and attach 

with the screws provided. 

 



 

Step 11: Attach the L-brackets 

On the the inside of the box frame, at the top, center on either side of the opening 

where the 4-inch L-brackets will be attached, and mark with a pencil or pen. Drill the 

four holes (two on each bracket) with a 1/4-inch drill bit. Attach the 4-inch L-brackets 

with the 1/4-20 bolts and corresponding size wing nuts, so the wing nuts attach on the 

inside. Repeat the process on the bottom of the box frame using the smaller 2-inch 

L-brackets, attaching the wing nuts on the underside. This keeps the inside surface 



usable. You can also countersink the bolt, so it doesn't stick up at all. The top L-brackets 

hold the weight of the bar and the bottom ones just keep it sturdy. 

Step 12: Mount the Bar on an Exterior Wall 
Have a helper position the Murphy bar so the base of the unit is 32 inches off the 

ground. Mount the Murphy bar in your desired location, using 3-inch exterior wood 

screws if you have wood or vinyl siding, or 1 ½-inch stainless steel brick screws with 

lead anchors, pre-drilling the holes first 
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