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[bookmark: _heading=h.hb2qomy05cmu]21st Century Community Learning Centers 
[bookmark: _heading=h.ekj7kojy2mfc]Request for Proposal (RFP): Cohort 13
	Program Name
	21st Century Community Learning Centers

	Legislative Authority
	Title IV, Part B of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) (20 U.S.C. 7171-7176). 

	Purpose of Grant
	The 21st CCLC is a federally-funded program (Title IV, Part B) awarded to public school corporations, charter schools, community-based organizations, public/private organizations, or faith-based organizations whose programming is secular in nature, or a consortium of these organizations, to provide youth with a safe environment during non-school hours. This program supports the creation of community learning centers that provide academic enrichment opportunities for youth, particularly those who attend high-poverty and low-performing schools. The program helps students meet state and local academic standards in core academic subjects, such as reading and math; offers students a broad array of enrichment activities that can complement their regular academic programs; and offers literacy and other educational services to the families of participating children.

	Pass-Through Entity
	Indiana Department of Education (IDOE)

	Office
	Operations - Federal Programs

	Federal Agency
	U.S. Department of Education

	Federal Award ID
	S287C260014 + (projected) S287C27xxxx

	Fiscal Years of Award
	2026, 2027 (subject to the receipt of federal funding)

	Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA)
	84.287





	Application Release Date
	July 24, 2026

	Application Due Date
	September 4, 2026

	Electronic Submission Process
	eCivis Application Portal

	Approximate Amount to Award

	Approximately $6,800,000 annually, anticipated to be awarded to 20-30 applicants.

Awarded applicants will receive funding for a three-year cohort, subject to annual continuation approval based on satisfactory performance, availability of federal funds, and compliance with all programmatic and fiscal requirements. The SEA provides awards to sub-recipients that are of sufficient size and scope to support high-quality, effective programs that are consistent with the legislative purpose and are made in amounts that are not less than $50,000.00 per fiscal year. §4203(a)(5)(A)-(B) and §4204(h) 


	Estimated Award Range
*Funding may be adjusted based on the number of 
applicants, quality of applications, and available federal funds.
	$100,000 minimum - $400,000 maximum per year, for a total of three years.

Overall budgets must be determined based on the total number of youth served per year and a per pupil allocation of $2,500 per youth. 

Programs may serve 40-160 youth annually across all program sites. 


	Performance Period
	Initial Budget Period: October 1, 2026 - September 30, 2027

Total 3-year project period concluding September 30, 2029.  

Renewal opportunities will be determined at IDOE's discretion.


	Eligibility

	· School corporations and charter schools through a local educational agency (LEA) or community-based organization
· Educational consortia (of charter schools or LEAs) 
· Non-profit agencies
· City or county government agencies and education service centers 
· Faith-based organizations (programming must be secular)
· Institutions of higher education 

	Geographic Representation
	IDOE will distribute funds equitably among geographic areas within Indiana, including urban, suburban, and rural communities to the extent possible.


	Grant Notification Date*
*Subject to change 
	October 1, 2026

	RFP Process
	The SEA awards subgrant funds in consultation with the Governor and other State agencies responsible for administering youth development programs and adult learning activities. §4202(c)(2)(C)  





Grant Timeline



	Date
	Action

	July 24, 2026
	RFP published.

	July 31, 2026
	Prospective Applicant Technical Assistance Available.    

	September 4, 2026
	Applications are due in EUNA by 11:59 p.m. EST.

	September 7-30, 2026
	IDOE reviews applications and notifies organizations of award status.

	October 1, 2026
	IDOE begins to issue award notifications and contracts.

	October 1, 2026
	Cohort 13 grant implementation begins.

	October 15, 2026
	Cohort 13 grantee orientation.




Review Process and Application Scoring


The 21st CCLC grant is highly competitive. Submitted applications will undergo a rigorous review process to ensure the quality of funded projects. This review will ensure IDOE only funds applicants that meet all applicable requirements, are high-quality, and hold promise of successful implementation. 

Applicants can request a copy of their scores and a summary of peer reviewer comments once they have been notified of their award status. 
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	Grantee Information 

	Programmatic Contact for Grant:

	Title: 


	Grantee Address: 


	Programmatic Contact Telephone:

	Programmatic Contact Email:


	Fiscal Contact

	Fiscal Manager: 
	Title: 

	Telephone: 
	Email: 

	Superintendent/Executive Director Information

	Supt./Ex. Director: 
	Email:

	Telephone: 

	
____________________________________             ____________________________________
Superintendent/Executive Director Printed Name                 Title


____________________________________                      ________________________
Signature                                                                               Date

Grantee Information and School/Site Information will be a combined file to upload in EUNA.
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School/Site Information (Required)


	School Name (Include Corp #)
Example: MainStreet Elementary School (School Corp #0000)
	 Grade Level(s) to be served
	ELA Proficiency %
(e.g., ILEARN, IREAD-3, SAT)**
	Math Proficiency % 
(e.g., ILEARN, SAT)**
	TITLE I ELIGIBLE IN SY25-26*
(YES/NO)
	 FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH (FRL)
%

	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 


*Per §4204(b)(2)(F), programs must primarily serve students who attend schools eligible for Title I schoolwide programs under §1114. 
**Use the most recent assessment data available for ELA and Math proficiency percentages, available here. Specify the name of the assessment and the percentage of proficient students. Applicants should provide the assessment data most relevant to the population of students served.


	Name of Site
	Street Address
	Number of Regularly Attending Youth to be Served at this Site
	Number of Programming Days
	Grade Level(s) to be Served
	City /County

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



	Focus Area                                   
Applicants must choose at least one focus area.
Selecting Literacy, Mathematics, or College and Career Readiness may qualify you for priority points. See section on priority points for further guidance.
	CHOOSE: Literacy, Mathematics, STEM/STEAM, College & Career Readiness

	Operating Hours
Applicants should list all applicable operating hours including any differences based on grade levels served at each site. This must include operating days and times.
	CHOOSE: After-School, Before-School, Summer, and/or Intersession


	Equitable Services
In accordance with ESEA section 8501(a)(1), (3)(A), a subgrantee under the 21st CCLC program must, after timely and meaningful consultation with appropriate officials of private schools located within a five- mile radius in the areas served by the subgrant, provide for the equitable participation of elBuigible private school children and educators. This applies regardless of whether a subgrantee is an LEA, CBO, or other eligible entity. Are there non-public schools located within a five-mile radius of the program sites listed above? 

If yes is selected, applicants must provide documentation of consultation upon receipt of award. Additional information will be available to awarded applicants and questions may be addressed to ombudsman@doe.in.gov.

	Yes or No


[bookmark: _heading=h.kon9bc1ltrw7]
Assurances (Required; Must be signed and dated)


IDOE requires that the following assurances remain in effect for the duration of the subgrant. IDOE will require assurances with subsequent amendments to this application if required by changes in federal or state law. The applicant assures all of the following:
1. It has the necessary legal authority to apply for and receive the proposed subgrant
2. The filing of this application has been authorized by the applicant’s governing body, and the undersigned official has been duly authorized to file this proposal for and on behalf of the said applicant, and otherwise to act as the authorized representative of the applicant in regard to this application
3. The activities/services for which the assistance is sought under this subgrant will be administered by or under the supervision and control of the applicant
4. The program will be operated in compliance with all applicable state and federal laws and in compliance with regulations and other policies and administrative directives of IDOE
5. The subgrant program will take place in a safe and easily accessible facility (§4204(b)(2)(A)(i))
6. The subgrant program will be carried out as proposed in the application
7. The subgrant program will be developed and carried out in active collaboration with the schools that participating students attend (including through the sharing of relevant data among the schools), all participants of the eligible entity, and any partnership entities, in compliance with applicable laws relating to privacy and confidentiality (§4204(b)(2)(D)(i))
8. The subgrant program will utilize an evidence-based curriculum that includes professional development
9. The subgrant program will align out-of-school time efforts with any applicable local standards and the Indiana Academic Standards (§4204(b)(2)(D)(ii))
10. The subgrant program will target students who primarily attend schools eligible for schoolwide programs under section 1114 and the families of such students (§4204(b)(2)(F))
11. The funds under the subgrant program will be used to increase the level of state, local, and other non-federal funds that would, in the absence of federal funds, be made available for authorized programs and activities and subgrant funds will supplement and not supplant other Federal, State, local, and non-public funds to provide allowable programs and activities. (§4203(a)(9) and §4204(b)(2)(G))  
12. The required information and reports will be submitted timely as requested by IDOE
13. The subgrant program will comply with the U.S. Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) and Uniform Guidance (2 C.F.R. Part 200)
14. The subgrant program agrees to keep records and provide information to IDOE as may be required for fiscal audit and program evaluation for a minimum of seven (7) years from the date of the last activity
15. The subgrant program will ensure that each staff member participating in this grant knows how to access student data including grade and/or state assessment data
16. The community was given notice of the applicant’s intent to submit, and after the submission, the applicant will provide for public availability and review of the application and any waiver request (§4204(b)(2)(L))
17. The applicant certifies through submission that neither the entity, its principals, nor any of its subcontractors are presently suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible or voluntarily excluded by any federal agency or by any department, agency, or political subdivision of the State of Indiana. Verification is made via sam.gov. The term principal for purposes of this application means an officer, director, owner, partner, key employee or other person with primary management or supervisory responsibilities, or a person who has a critical influence on or substantive control over the operations of the applicant
18. The applicant certifies that it has verified the state and federal suspension and debarment status for all subcontractors receiving funds under the fund associated with this application and shall be solely responsible for any recoupment, penalties, or costs that might arise from use of a suspended or debarred subcontractor. The applicant shall immediately notify the State if any subcontractor becomes debarred or suspended, and shall, at the State’s request, take all steps required by the State to terminate its contractual relationship with the subcontractor for work to be performed and supported by funding from the application
19. The LEA certifies that it is in compliance with Title IX, Section 8524, and that it has no policy that prevents, or otherwise denies participation in, constitutionally protected prayer in elementary and secondary public schools as set forth in the guidance from the U.S. Department of Education and constitutionally protected prayer in public elementary and secondary schools, dated February 7, 2003
20. The subgrant program certifies that if it has expended $1,000,000 or more in federal funds in the preceding year, it will receive a single audit or program specific audit (2 CFR 200.501)
21. The applicant will conduct a periodic evaluation in conjunction with the SEA’s evaluation plan to assess its progress toward achieving the goal of providing high-quality opportunities for academic enrichment and overall student success and use the results of the evaluation to refine, improve, and strengthen the program as well as review and refine the performance measures
22. The applicant and all partners will comply with all applicable federal and state Executive Orders
23. All partners will review and comply with the above assurances

________________________________________________________________________
Applicant Name (LEA or Organization)

_________________________________________________________________________
Authorized Signature and Date
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[bookmark: _heading=h.o9y9jij9q9t5] 
	Hours and Days of Operation 
Sites are required to provide services to youth a minimum of 100 days for the first year of Cohort 13, and 130 days in following years. Services to youth are those services where most of the enrolled youth are able to participate.
· Elementary programs are required to operate at least 12 hours per week.
· Middle school programs are required to operate at least 10 hours per week.
· High school programs are required to operate at least eight hours per week.
· Any site providing programming to a combination of student groups (Elementary/Middle, Middle/High school, etc.) shall be required to operate at 12 hours per week for all. 
Program days and hours may be offered as follows:
· Before school (at least one hour per day, ends just before school begins);
· After school (at least two hours per day, begins when school dismisses);
· Both before and after school (at least one hour before and two hours after);
· Non-school weekdays during the typical school year and Saturdays (at least four hours per day); and
· During school breaks (intercession, spring break, etc.) at least two days per week and/or at least four hours per day. 
Although summer programming is not required, if grantees elect to offer it, the program must provide services for at least four hours per day for four days per week, with a minimum of four weeks. Programs may also opt to do a two-week summer program as long as they are hitting the 64 hours required for summer programming. Applicants who wish to use 21st CCLC funds for summer programming must provide a detailed description of their summer programming in the narrative section.
[bookmark: _heading=h.xy25hcef3qcb]Program Activities
Under ESEA Section 4205(a), each eligible entity that receives an award may use the award funds to carry out a broad array of out-of-school activities (including before school, after school, school holidays, or summer recess) that advance student academic achievement.
The following list delineates activities that programs can offer: 
· Academic enrichment learning programs, mentoring programs, remedial education activities, and tutoring services that are aligned with:
· the challenging state academic standards and any local academic standards; and
· local curricula that are designed to improve student academic achievement.
· Well-rounded education activities, including activities that enable youth to be eligible for credit recovery or attainment.
· Literacy education programs, including financial literacy programs and environmental literacy programs. 
· Programs that support a healthy and active lifestyle, including nutritional education and regular, structured physical activity programs.
· Services for individuals with disabilities.
· Programs that provide out-of-school time activities for ELs that emphasize language skills and academic achievement.
· Telecommunications and technology education programs.
· Expanded library service hours.
· Parenting skills programs that promote parental involvement and family literacy. 
· Programs that provide assistance to students who have been truant, suspended, or expelled to allow the youth to improve their academic achievement. 
· Drug and violence prevention programs and counseling programs.
· Programs that build skills in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics; including computer science, and that foster innovation in learning by supporting nontraditional STEM education teaching methods.
· Programs that partner with in-demand fields of the local workforce or build career competencies and career readiness and ensure that local workforce and career readiness skills are aligned with the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2301 et seq.) and the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3101 et seq.). 
Adult family members of youth participating in a community learning center may participate in educational services or activities appropriate for adults. In particular, local programs may offer services to support parental involvement and family literacy. Services may be provided to families of youth to advance the youths’ academic achievement. However, programs are open only to those adults who are members of the families of participating youth.

General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) Section 427
Each applicant is required to include a description of the steps the applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable access to, and participation in, its federally-assisted program for youth, teachers, and other program beneficiaries with special needs. The statute highlights six types of barriers that can impede equitable access or participation: gender, race, national origin, color, disability, or age. Based on local circumstances, determine whether these or other barriers might prevent your youth, teachers, or others from access or participation in the program. 
Include a description of the steps taken or planning to be taken to overcome any barriers in a clear and succinct manner for program beneficiaries and administrators with special needs in their corresponding narrative sections.
· Students and Families in Section 5: Student and Family Engagements
· Staff in Section 8: Sustainability and Staff Capacity

Additional Program Requirements 
See the 21st CCLC Policy Manual for additional detail on program requirements.



[bookmark: _heading=h.39z9v8z36jty]

	Application Narrative


 
	[bookmark: _heading=h.qs34kioiyg1i]Directions: Respond to each section below. Final applications are submitted in EUNA — this template is for planning purposes only. Responses should be clear and concise, supported by data. Applications may only be submitted once and cannot be edited after submission. Per IC 5-14-3, applications may be subject to disclosure under the Access to Public Records Act (APRA).


[bookmark: _heading=h.ordgv5k4qmk]
[bookmark: _heading=h.28h4qwu]Section 1: Program Overview (4 points) 
	Describe the overall design of your proposed 21st CCLC program. Include:
· The primary academic focus areas and how the program will support student achievement, particularly in literacy and/or mathematics, and overall student success;
· How the program aligns with Indiana Academic Standards and reinforces school-day instruction; 
· The populations to be served, the authorized program activities offered (see Authorized program activities in the 21st CCLC Policy Manual), and the non-school hours when programming will occur; and
· Whether this is a new application or an application for expansion of a Cohort 12 awarded 21st CCLC program.

Note: If this application is for expansion of existing 21st CCLC programs, applicants MUST describe how additional funds will be used for enhanced and/or expanded programming and will not replace current or past 21st CCLC funding. 

	Response (750 word maximum):




















[bookmark: _heading=h.1mrcu09]Section 2: Comprehensive Needs Assessment (14 points)
	Describe the overall need for the program.  Provide: 
· A demonstration of high need in both poverty level and academic achievement that includes: 
· Student demographic data (poverty rates, FRL %, etc.) and other indicators of community need; 
· School-level academic data, including ELA and math proficiency rates (e.g., ILEARN, IREAD-3), and the percentage of students below grade level;
· Which participating schools are Title-I schoolwide eligible under ESEA section 1114; and
· Which participating schools are designated for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) under ESEA section 1111(d).
· Currently-available out-of-school time programming for youth and their families in the targeted school areas and the specific gaps this grant will address; 
· How the schools this program will serve are eligible for funding based on requirements provided in the Funding Qualifications section of the 21st CCLC Policy Manual;
· How this grant will enhance or expand current out-of-school time programs available for youth at the schools being served. Include name, service and availability (schedule and number of youth served), and whether the proposed program will expand or enhance the current programming and how the proposed program will address the needs of working families; and
· How stakeholders — including parents, youth and working families — were involved in identifying needs.

	Response (1500 word maximum) - Optional tables can be uploaded in EUNA: 



[bookmark: _heading=h.c1in8zbkc604]
[bookmark: _heading=h.rbri53fh63wl]
[bookmark: _heading=h.i7ylrjy856v7]Section 3: Program Design and Evidence-Based Strategies (20 points)
	Describe how the program will be structured and implemented. Include details related to any of the program’s focus areas (Literacy, Mathematics, STEM/STEAM, College and Career Readiness):
· The evidence-based strategies, curricula, or program models guiding your program design — and the research base supporting them (cite your sources); 
· Use of best practices, including research or evidence-based practices, to provide educational and related activities that will complement and enhance academic performance, achievement, postsecondary and workforce preparation, and positive youth development of the students;
· How activities are expected to improve student academic outcomes as well as overall student success;
· Alignment to any local academic standards and/or Indiana Academic Standards; 
· If serving high school students, whether the program contributes to students earning work-based learning hours; and
· How programming will complement — not duplicate — the regular school day.

Attach a completed Weekly Schedule Template for each site - to be included as a separate document with the application. Separate each site by creating appropriately labelled tabs on the template. A separate schedule must be provided for summer or intersession (e.g., spring break, fall break, winter break).

	Response (2000 word maximum):


[bookmark: _heading=h.pxzwc0loemgy]
[bookmark: _heading=h.2lwamvv]Section 4: School and Community Partnerships (12 points)
	Describe how this program will be built and sustained through collaboration. Include:
· How the applicant will work with the served school(s) to align programming with and/or supplement classroom instruction and student learning goals;
· Descriptions of each partnership between LEAs, CBOs, and other public and private entities, if appropriate, highlight partners and their specific contributions (in-kind support, staffing, facilities, funding coordination, etc.);
· How 21st CCLC funds and programming will be coordinated with other federal, or state and local funds and programs (e.g., Title I, Child Nutrition); 
· How the program will recruit and use appropriately qualified volunteers with relevant knowledge and experience, if applicable; and 
· How information about the center (including its location) is disseminated to the community in a manner that is understandable and accessible.

MOUs:  A stronger application will provide MOUs for every partnership listed in their application. All project partnerships will require an MOU upon receipt of the award.


	Response (1000 word maximum):


[bookmark: _heading=h.y6kstjdtey24]




[bookmark: _heading=h.ylrlukibok40]Section 5: Student and Family Engagement (12 points)
	Describe how the program will support the whole child and engage families. Include:
· Youth development activities that support student success and academic achievement;
· How the program will actively recruit and retain youth needing additional supports;
· How adult family members will be meaningfully engaged and served, including opportunities for family literacy and related educational activities; 
· Plans for snacks and/or meals — including how food will be obtained through non-21st CCLC funds and distributed daily; and
· Current and future plans to eliminate barriers for students and families with special needs to access programming (Section 427).

	Response (1000 word maximum): 



[bookmark: _heading=h.3l18frh]Section 6: Data, Evaluation and Continuous Improvement  (14 points) 
	Describe how the program will measure and improve its impact. Include:
· How the applicant will conduct a periodic evaluation to assess its progress by addressing the following performance measures for each Regularly Attending Participants (RAP) - student attending at least 45 days of programming - at each grade level served: 
· Measure 1: Growth in reading and language arts and mathematics on state assessments (Grades 4-8)
· Measure 2: Grade point average improvement  (Grades 7, 8, 10-12)
· Measure 3: School day attendance rate improvement  (Grades 1-12)
· Measure 4: Decrease of in-school suspensions (Grades 1-12)
· Measure 5: Teacher-reported engagement improvement in learning (Grades 1-5) 
· How the applicant will use the evaluation results to drive program improvement;
· If the applicant is not an LEA, how data sharing agreements have been established or will be established with partnering schools to ensure required student data is acquired and submitted in a timely manner; and
· The identity and qualifications of the local evaluator including whether the evaluator is internal or external to the applicant organization(s).
See the 21st CCLC Policy Manual for guidance on local evaluators. 

	Response (1500 word maximum): 



[bookmark: _heading=h.pib7128oxbdp]
[bookmark: _heading=h.rhqfupmp0dk3]Section 7: Accessibility, Safety and Transportation (8 points)
	Describe how the program will ensure safe access for all students. Include:
· How students will travel safely to and from the program site and home, including how transportation needs of participating students were assessed and addressed;
· On-site safety procedures, including plans for manmade and natural events; and
· How background checks for staff and volunteers will be conducted, documented, and kept confidential.

	Response (1000 word maximum): 


[bookmark: _heading=h.p6klbfj8n8s]
[bookmark: _heading=h.5nclcug50y33]Section 8: Sustainability and Staff Capacity (14 points)
Describe how the program will build lasting capacity in the absence of 21st CCLC funding. Include:	A sustainability plan identifying specific funding sources and strategies to continue programming after the grant ends, including how programming will be sustained through coordination with other federal, or state and local funds and programs (e.g., Title I, Child Nutrition);	Current and future plans to eliminate barriers for staff with special needs to administer programming (Section 427);	The staffing plan, including staff qualifications, and the plan to recruit and retain high-quality staff; and	How staff professional development will be planned, assessed, and aligned to program goals — with priority attention to literacy and math instruction.		*Grantees will be required to complete a 21st CCLC Professional Development Plan during Year 1 of the grant. 
Response (1500 word maximum):

[bookmark: _heading=h.iuaccmpt6w32]

[bookmark: _heading=h.3q5sasy]Section 9: Evidence of Previous Success (4 points)
Indicate if you are a new or returning applicant: 	If this is your first 21st CCLC application: Describe your organization’s relevant experience serving youth and your specific strategies for building attendance, academic support, and program quality. Cite research as applicable.		If your organization operated a previous 21st CCLC grant: Describe outcomes achieved within cohorts your organization was a part of, including academic outcomes and RAP attainment. Include data from your 21st CCLC Local Evaluation Reports.	
Response (750 word maximum):


[bookmark: _heading=h.8sj1q1xn0eg0]Priority Points (Up to 9 Points)

	Please indicate if any of the following priority points apply to your application and are included in your narrative in the sections specified below. All priority points applied for will be confirmed by IDOE. 

	Application identifies Literacy as a Focus Area and grounds literacy activities in Science of Reading principles. (2 points)
Evidence provided in Section 3: Program Design and Evidence-Based Strategies
	Yes/No

	Application identifies Mathematics as a Focus Area and demonstrates how instruction in mathematics will build proficiency and/or acceleration, aligned to Indiana Academic Standards. (2 points)
Evidence provided in Section 3: Program Design and Evidence-Based Strategies
	Yes/No

	The proposed program serves high school youth and contributes to students earning work-based learning hours. (2 points)

Evidence provided in Section 3: Program Design and Evidence-Based Strategies
	Yes/No

	Application is jointly submitted by eligible entities consisting of not less than one LEA receiving funds under Title I, Part A and another eligible entity, or the LEA demonstrates that it is unable to partner with a community-based organization in reasonable geographic proximity and of sufficient quality. (1 point)
Evidence provided in Section 4: School and Community Partnerships
	Yes/No

	Application demonstrates that proposed activities are, as of the date of the submission of the application, not accessible to students who would be served or would expand accessibility to high-quality services that may be available in the community. (1 point)
Evidence provided in Section 2: Comprehensive Needs Assessment
	Yes/No

	Application targets services to students who primarily attend schools that are implementing comprehensive support and improvement activities or targeted support and improvement activities under section 1111(d) or other schools the LEA has determined to be in need of intervention and support to improve student academic achievement and other outcomes, and enroll students who may be at risk for academic failure, dropping out of school, involvement in criminal or delinquent activities, or who lack strong positive role models, and the families of these students. (1 point)
Evidence provided in Section 2: Comprehensive Needs Assessment
	Yes/No


[bookmark: _heading=h.jxwh3ly6mtnz]
[bookmark: _heading=h.jkxjazicbf9x]

[bookmark: _heading=h.2iq8gzs]Budget (14 points)
Submit the completed budget template (available on the EUNA solicitation under files.) This resource provides an overview of the budgeting process for 21st CCLC.  

Award amounts will be contracted for the duration of the grant award (3 years). Use the $2,500 per-pupil allocation and multiply by the intended number of youth served per year. 

EX: ($2,500) x (80 youth total across sites) x (3 years) = $600,000 to be allocated over three years

Applicants are required to budget for each of the three years the program will operate. Applicants have discretion in how much of the total award they allocate per year, with proposed totals in the Summary tab of the budget template. Final yearly allocations are subject to change from initially requested allocations based on the availability of funds and amounts requested by awarded applicants. Three separate details tabs will reflect each year’s breakdown of the line items. Contracts will note the amount available for reimbursement for each of the three years of the grant. Keep in mind the days of programming minimum of 100 days in Year 1 and 130 in the two remaining years. No additional funding will be provided for subgrantees that host summer programming. 
 
The budget provided with the application should reflect all costs that are necessary for successful implementation of the grant across the three year grant period. This includes costs that support staffing (including professional development needs), programming, transportation, family engagement, program evaluation, and other program requirements. Details about these costs are available in the 21st CCLC Policy Manual. While IDOE does not require minimum budget allocations in any area of an LEA’s plan, the budget will be evaluated in its totality as to whether it supports successful implementation of activities detailed in the grant application.  

Indirect Costs may be included in each year of the budget. Only an approved restricted indirect cost rate may be used for this grant.  Additional details are included in the 21st CCLC Policy Manual.  



	21st CCLC Budget Summary 
	Total Amount Requested

	21st CCLC Three Year Budget Total
	$

	Year 1 Total
	$

	Indirect Cost Rate (optional):
	$

	Year 2 Total
	$

	Indirect Cost Rate (optional):
	$

	Year 3 Total
	$

	Indirect Cost Rate (optional):
	$

	Total Funding Request: 
	$


[bookmark: _heading=h.g4xiffn8w4cz]
[bookmark: _heading=h.xvir7l]Submission
Submit the application through EUNA, with relevant attachments as indicated on the EUNA application. Applications are due at 11:59 p.m. EST on Friday, September 4th. Contact IDOE’s OST Program team with any questions.


Leslie Poynter					Meredith Kuhl		
Director of Federal Programs				Education Specialist 		
Indiana Department of Education			Indiana Department of Education	

[bookmark: _heading=h.480o9y527wb7]Appendix I: Application Checklist 
 
	Required Items (Submitted in EUNA)
	✔

	Signed Assurances
	☐

	School/Site Information Form 
	☐

	Application Narrative
	☐

	Weekly Schedule Template
	☐

	Budget Template
	☐

	(optional) MOU(s) for each partner and LEA 

MOUs:  A stronger application will provide MOUs for every partnership listed in their application. Any partnerships will require an MOU to be provided upon receipt of the award.

	☐


 








[bookmark: _heading=h.w7e1jnkksj5r]Appendix II: Scoring Guide 
 
	Section
	Point Value

	Program Overview
	4

	Comprehensive Needs Assessment
	14

	Program Design and Evidence-Based Strategies
	20

	School and Community Partnerships
	12

	Student and Family Engagement
	12

	Data, Evaluation and Continuous Improvement 
	14

	Accessibility, Safety and Transportation
	8

	Sustainability and Staff Capacity
	14

	Evidence of Previous Success
	4

	Priority Points
	9

	Budget
	14

	Total 
	125
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Out-of-School-Time Programs
OSTprogram@doe.in.gov
100 N. Senate Ave., 9th Floor, Indianapolis, IN 46204

Request For Proposal (RFP)
Date of Issue: August 3, 2026
Cohort 13 RFP

Overview/Purpose of RFP: Thank you for your interest in the
Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Centers
Program (21st CCLC). The 21st CCLC is a federally-funded

program (Title IV, Part B) awarded on a competitive basis to
public school corporations, charter schools, community-

based organizations, public/private organizations, FBOs
whose programming is secular in nature, or a consortium of
these organizations, to provide youth with a safe environment
during non-school hours.




