
Financing your education 
  

Have you researched the costs of the university or college programs?  Costs may range from 
more than $6,000 for a year at college (living at home) to over $10,000+  per year at university 
(living at home).  Going away and staying in residence may add another $12,000 - $15,000 or 
more to the cost per year.  Some programs at various colleges and universities are more 
expensive than others.  Do your research on each school’s website as part of your planning. 
  

●​ Look into applying for OSAP in the spring.  OSAP is the Ontario government program that 
provides loans and bursaries based on your family’s financial situation.  Check out the OSAP 
Aid Estimator on their website to see what you may be able to access. Interest charges and 
loan repayment begins after you have finished your education. 
 

●​ Bursaries are gifts of money based on financial need.  Scholarships are gifts of money 
based on other criteria such as volunteerism, leadership and/or high marks. Loans will need 
to be repaid in the future. 
  

●​  Check the financial services link on the website of the institutions you are looking into.  Many 
offer bursaries based on financial need or scholarships you can apply for.  Application 
deadlines may come early, so check before spring.  If you have excellent marks and 
extensive volunteer involvement during high school, consider applying for a prestige 
scholarship such as a chancellor’s scholarship. 
  

●​ Admission scholarships are offered by some universities based on grade 12  marks. You will 
be considered automatically for these when you apply. These vary by institution. 
  

Scholarships and Financial Assistance 
 
There are many scholarships, bursaries, grants, and student loans available to help you finance your 
post-secondary education. The best way to find out about them is to go to the websites below as well 
as individual University and College websites (look for “scholarships” or “financial aid” links). 
 
A Guide to Securing Financial Aid 
 

Scholarship Tips: 

●​ A blog outlining the most common mistakes on scholarship applications - 
https://scholartree.ca/blog/the-6-most-common-mistakes-when-applying-to-scholarships 

●​ And the financial award goes to … those who apply, apply, apply  
(The Globe and Mail) 

●​ How to get a university scholarship: six tips for success  
(Macleans) 

●​ The cost of a Canadian university education in six charts 
(Macleans) 

●​ The 6 Most Common Mistakes When Applying to Scholarships  
(Scholar Tree) 

●​ Scholarships: your chances are better than you think!  
(Janet MacDonald Scholarship Consultant - mycampusGPS Education Consulting) 

 
 

https://osap.gov.on.ca/AidEstimator2223Web/enterapp/enter.xhtml
https://osap.gov.on.ca/AidEstimator2223Web/enterapp/enter.xhtml
https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/payforpostsecondary/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR7BgQiZCpq0HoYPyWUCbg4n98ic9DOtU52YCfTs_jY99HlNQ4t82u3ythropw_aem_aF6jcVNWD9QxS2L3-gh7Sg
http://fwtrack.scholartree.ca/v1/clk/_iFTg_CHSwO9tYbyQDbRKw,4dT5mb2KRUy9WFLsgdhyTA,7,aHR0cHM6Ly9zY2hvbGFydHJlZS5jYS9ibG9nL3RoZS02LW1vc3QtY29tbW9uLW1pc3Rha2VzLXdoZW4tYXBwbHlpbmctdG8tc2Nob2xhcnNoaXBz,1,N18xXzQxMzA1NDk5OTE1NjYzOTgxNA,dXYx,U0lHMQ,MTAwMQ,-tgUFMDyDtuwb0zOc6E9JYvJo7oZ1PKaz0IuH73yXV8
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/education/canadian-university-report/and-the-financial-award-goes-to-those-who-apply-apply-apply/article32408455/
http://www.macleans.ca/education/six-secrets-to-winning-scholarships/
https://www.macleans.ca/education/the-cost-of-a-canadian-university-education-in-six-charts/
https://scholartree.ca/blog/the-6-most-common-mistakes-when-applying-to-scholarships
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nn21YlCfoD0


School Year Budget Planner: (Scholar Tree) 
●​ At the bottom of https://scholartree.ca/educators, there is a downloadable budget 

planner that students can use to prepare for next year 
●​ School Year Budget Planner 
●​ Budgeting outline: 

https://www.canada.ca/en/financial-consumer-agency/services/budget-student-life/stud
ent-budget-worksheet.html 
 
 

If you know or learn of others that should be added to this list, please let guidance know! 

Searchable Scholarships Links: 
 

●​ Scholarship Advice (video) 
●​ Telus Scholarships (Scholarship Success (MyCampusGPS) 

●​ Ottawa Community Housing - Inspired by Learning Bursary 

●​ Scholar Tree 
Not all awards will apply to all students. For students to get a list customized to them and weekly email 
reminders of deadlines, they should create a profile on ScholarTree. At the top left, they can use the filter 
"Applications Open" only to see those scholarships that are currently accepting applications. 
 

Scholarship season is fully underway. Over 10 Million Dollars worth of scholarships are currently 
open for applications on ScholarTree! This week alone, we have added 50 scholarships worth over 
$500,000. 

Once students complete their profiles, they will be matched to all the awards for which they 
qualify. However, many students overlook the fact that at the top left-hand corner of their 
scholarship list, they can filter scholarships by various categories, including Program of Study, 
Ethnicity, Financial Need, etc.  

Here is a list of scholarships available this month 

●​ Google Sheet - October 2025 Scholarship List​
Excel File - October 2025 Scholarship List​
PDF - October 2025 Scholarship List 

●​  
 

●​ Ontario Universities Info (Ontario university scholarships) 
●​ Scholarships Canada 
●​ yconic 
●​ Student Scholarships 
●​ Grantme  
●​ Studentawards 
●​ Ontarioscholarships 
●​ Scholarship Partners Canada 
●​ Horatio Alger Vocational & Technical Education Scholarships 
●​ The Lynch-Getty Global Student Award 
●​ Shannen’s Dream (First Nation’s Youth) 
●​ TD Bank scholarship for Indigenous Peoples 
●​ Easter Seals Scholarship (for students with disabilities) 
●​ Fast Web 
●​ Campus Access 

http://fwtrack.scholartree.ca/v1/clk/_iFTg_CHSwO9tYbyQDbRKw,wmsue0XmR0G5X5NRbtIAWg,8,aHR0cHM6Ly9zY2hvbGFydHJlZS5jYS9lZHVjYXRvcnM,1,N18xXzQxMzA1NDk5OTE1NjYzOTgxNA,dXYx,U0lHMQ,MTAwMQ,IItgd67DNwlRnLLDKehvuwFjOKNQo6NJ0yMml_58Lb4
https://static.scholartree.ca/resources/school_year_budget_planner.xlsx
https://www.canada.ca/en/financial-consumer-agency/services/budget-student-life/student-budget-worksheet.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/financial-consumer-agency/services/budget-student-life/student-budget-worksheet.html
http://fwtrack.scholartree.ca/v1/clk/RmMAm9Q1T6u3jQtxUb5yHQ,yWuTyo8sRZyzfFq1amX2JA,0,aHR0cHM6Ly9kcml2ZS5nb29nbGUuY29tL2ZpbGUvZC8xMkNHT1BGbWpoeTZPM3JHM0E1bnM4TkZOZnU2RVltcFEvdmlldw,1,N18xXzQxMzA1NDk5OTE1NjYzOTgxNA
https://www.friendlyfuture.com/en/foundation/social-impact-bursary
https://www.mycampusgps.ca/
http://ochfoundation.ca/support-our-initiatives/inspired-by-learning-education-bursary/
https://scholartree.ca/
https://fwtrack.scholartree.ca/v1/clk/Mk5ngVEiRMKPTSLqWKPSMg,3RsgKQMTQTa4-2stiyGI8A,0,aHR0cHM6Ly9kb2NzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20vc3ByZWFkc2hlZXRzL2QvMXAtb0VTMjlFSmtZWmVNTklpMEh0cHhxVDBaYXVTMTBQWmgzT2xYcnlMQU0vZWRpdD91c3A9ZHJpdmVfbGluaw,1,N18xXzQxMzA1NDk5OTE1NjYzOTgxNA,dXYx,U0lHMQ,MTAwMQ,XaappaBDqHeyRGWuwkGlGaM3lRuANrMeqT0B_YNxEfU
https://fwtrack.scholartree.ca/v1/clk/Mk5ngVEiRMKPTSLqWKPSMg,oleKepe2TVe8cP1fGVjI6Q,1,aHR0cHM6Ly9kb2NzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20vc3ByZWFkc2hlZXRzL2QvMXBHRWxOY0ZtQV9jMkF6bXprYkdMRUNFUnU3YlFZZjhEL2VkaXQ_dXNwPWRyaXZlX2xpbmsmb3VpZD0xMDk1NDMwNTY4MzA1NzU0ODU4OTUmcnRwb2Y9dHJ1ZSZzZD10cnVl,1,N18xXzQxMzA1NDk5OTE1NjYzOTgxNA,dXYx,U0lHMQ,MTAwMQ,StUBY2AhLuBS_KZOpokLRAtSqUOiWOL-dHL6J7VB6sQ
https://fwtrack.scholartree.ca/v1/clk/Mk5ngVEiRMKPTSLqWKPSMg,FfAmgfM5Rse2TFbap8YotA,2,aHR0cHM6Ly9kcml2ZS5nb29nbGUuY29tL2ZpbGUvZC8xcjVpaWZjN29fbWpLbU1HZDB3SWFmMm8yZU1LYlpZdXUvdmlldz91c3A9ZHJpdmVfbGluaw,1,N18xXzQxMzA1NDk5OTE1NjYzOTgxNA,dXYx,U0lHMQ,MTAwMQ,IK0wJfF0_mRR1E6FbBMLrWfgQFeT02NxrVAdeCBjGP0
https://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/scholarships
http://www.scholarshipscanada.com/
https://yconic.com/?redirect_from=studentawards
https://studentscholarships.org/#sthash.3EgzUiEG.dpbs
https://grantme.ca/
http://www.studentawards.com/
http://www.ontarioscholarships.ca/
https://portal.scholarshippartners.ca/s_Login.jsp
https://ocenet.ocdsb.ca/bursaries-awards/lynch-getty-award
https://fncaringsociety.com/shannens-dream-scholarship
http://td.com/indigenousscholarship
https://services.easterseals.org/other-programs/scholarships/
https://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships
http://www.campusaccess.com/financial-aid/


●​ School Finder 
●​ Universities Canada 
●​ Ontario School Counsellors' Association 
●​ Carleton University 
●​ University of Ottawa 
●​ Algonquin College 
●​ Algonquin College First Year Scholarships Contest 
●​ St. Paul University 
●​ Marion Dewar Scholarship 
●​ Ilana and Steven Rubin Education Scholarship (through the Ottawa Jewish Family 

Foundation) 
●​ Black Canadian Scholarship 2024 (university only) 
●​ Bill 7 Award (Post Secondary Scholarship for Lesbian, Gay, Bi, Trans, Two-Spirited and Queer Students in Ontario) 

 
 
 

Government: 
 

●​ Ontario Student Assistance Program       
(How to Apply for OSAP video) 

●​ Government of Canada Student Financial Assistance 
●​ Government of Canada Student Loans 
●​ Government of Canada Loan Repayment Estimator 
●​ Ontario Work Info Net 
●​ Government of Canada National Student Loans Service 
●​ Bill 7 Award (Lesbian, Gay, Bi, Trans, 2-Spirited and Queer Students in Ontario) 

 

Other 
 

●​ Ask your employer 
●​ Talk to your family about: 

○​ military background (for Legion Scholarship) 
○​ union membership (for National Union of Public and General Employees 

scholarships) 
○​ family income (for scholarships for financial need) 
○​ possible scholarships at their workplace (eg. for teachers/ RCMP/Ottawa 

Hydro) 

If you know or learn of others that should be added to this list, please let guidance know! 
 
 

http://www.schoolfinder.com/Scholarships/Index.aspx
https://www.univcan.ca/programs-and-scholarships/
https://osca.ca/students/2013-11-07-18-12-28/scholarships-financial-aid.html
https://admissions.carleton.ca/scholarships/
http://www.uottawa.ca/financial-aid-awards/
http://www.algonquincollege.com/financial-aid/
https://scholartree.ca/scholarship/algonquin-college-tuition-contest/a1MN2pggO4
http://ustpaul.ca/en/research-online-scholarships_36_735.htm
https://ociso.org/wp-content/uploads/2023-The_Marion_Dewar_Scholarship_Fund_Application_Form.pdf
https://www.ojcf.ca/programs/the-ilana-and-steven-rubin-education-scholarship
http://www.bcsf.ca
https://bill7award.ca/about/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CwOf4rcOkE&feature=emb_logo
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/jobs/education/student-financial-aid.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/student-financial-aid/student-loan.html
http://tools.canlearn.ca/cslgs-scpse/cln-cln/crp-lrc/af.nlindex-eng.do
http://onwin.ca/en/learning/funding_your_education/
https://csnpe-nslsc.cibletudes-canlearn.ca/Eng/Default.aspx
https://bill7award.ca/
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