Readings for Sunday 29" June 2025

1%t Reading is taken from Acts of the Apostles 9: 10-28

Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here | am, Lord.” The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he
is praying, and he has seen in a visiona man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him
so that he might regain his sight.” But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, | have heard from many about this
man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the
chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an
instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the
people of Israel; | myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” So
Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and
be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his
sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his
strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim
Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.” All who heard him were amazed and
said, ‘Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name?
And has he not come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?’ Saul
became increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving
that Jesus was the Messiah.

After some time had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, but their plot became known to Saul.
They were watching the gates day and night so that they might kill him; but his disciples took him
by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket.

When he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples; and they were all afraid of
him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took him, brought him to the
apostles, and described for them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who had spoken to him,
and how in Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus. So he went in and out among
them in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord.

Here ends the lesson

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God



Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 16: v13-19

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, ‘Some say John the
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said
to them, ‘But who do you say that | am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the

Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you,

Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father
in heaven. And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock, | will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. | will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ



