
 

Summary 

  

Andrew's Health Equity and Climate Research 

Joan  thanked everyone for their participation. Andrew then presented his research on 
health services and care delivery methods, focusing on cancer health equity and the 
impact of research participation in climate change. 

  

Climate Change and Healthcare Ethics 

Andrew presents an overview of a study on the clinical medical ethics of climate change 
and healthcare delivery. The study includes focus groups and surveys of physicians and 
patients to understand their perspectives on the ethical issues surrounding climate 
change and healthcare. Key findings include a general agreement on the need to 
consider environmental impacts in healthcare, but with differing views between patients 
and physicians on how to approach these issues. The physician survey reveals varied 
opinions on limiting treatment options based on environmental impact, with responses 
influenced by whether physicians perceive climate change affecting their patients' 
health. 

  

Physicians' Climate Change Attitudes and Healthcare 

Andrew presents findings from a survey on physicians' attitudes towards climate change 
and its impact on healthcare. The majority of respondents believe climate change is 
happening and will affect patient health, with 62% expecting moderate to significant 
effects in the next decade. Physicians who perceive a high climate impact on their 
patients tend to be younger, from minoritized groups, and in primary care. The survey 
also explores physicians' views on their responsibilities regarding sustainability in 
healthcare, with most feeling comfortable participating in hospital programs or changing 
clinical practices. Interestingly, about 35% of respondents agree that environmental 
impact should be considered even if it means limiting some treatment options, with 
those perceiving high climate impact being more likely to accept this stance. 

  



Climate and Health Ethics Guidance 

Andrew presents a summary of efforts to develop climate and health ethics guidance for 
clinicians. The team has created a document that adapts existing clinical ethics 
frameworks to include climate considerations, focusing on patient-clinician interactions. 
Key aspects include counseling patients using the "3 A's" approach (applicable, 
appropriate, actionable), role modeling climate-informed behaviors, and addressing 
health equity concerns. The guidance also covers managing conflicts with patients who 
are skeptical about climate change and introduces the concept of "climate-informed 
consent" in healthcare decision-making. 

  

Climate Change Impact on Medical Research 

Andrew discussed the impact of climate change on medical research, highlighting the 
need for transparency about the carbon intensity of clinical trials and the potential for 
decentralized clinical trials to reduce environmental impact. He also addressed 
questions about the generalizability of their findings and the global applicability of their 
guidelines, acknowledging the influence of high-income countries on the development of 
these guidelines. Andrew also mentioned the integration of climate and health education 
into medical curricula and the importance of addressing transportation-related issues in 
healthcare. 
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