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Numbers 19:2 

This is the ritual law that the LORD 
has commanded:Instruct the 
Israelite people to bring you a red 
cow without blemish, in which 
there is no defect and on which no 
yoke has been laid. 

 
 י״ט:ב׳ במדבר

ת֣ זאֹ֚ת ה חֻקַּ ה֥ הַתּוֹרָ֔ ר־צִוָּ  ה׳ אֲשֶׁ
ר֣  לֵאמרֹ֑ בֵּ דַּ   ׀    י
֩ וְיִקְחוּ֣ ה֜ פָרָה֨ אֵלֶי֩ךָ מִימָה֗ אֲדֻמָּ  תְּ
ר֤ ֙ אֲשֶׁ הּ ין־בָּ ר֛ מ֔וּם אֵֽ  לאֹ־עָלָ֥ה אֲשֶׁ
יהָ ל׃ עָלֶ֖  עֹֽ

 
 
Rashi on Numbers 19:2:1 

התורה חקת וזאת  THIS IS THE 
ORDINANCE OF THE LAW — 
Because Satan and the nations of the 
world taunt Israel, saying, “What is 
this command and what reason is 
there for it”, on this account it 
(Scripture) writes (uses) the term 
 about it, implying: It is an חקה
enactment from before Me; you have 
no right to criticize it (Yoma 67b; cf. 
Midrash Tanchuma, Chukat 7). 

 
 י״ט:ב׳:א׳ במדבר על רש"י

טָן לְפִי התורה. חקת זאת ָ הַשּׂ  שֶׁ
רָאֵל, אֶת מוֹנִין הָעוֹלָם וְאֻמּוֹת  יִשְׂ
צְוָה מַה לוֹמַר  ומַּה הַזאֹּת הַמִּ
עַם הּ? יֵשׁ טַּ תַב לְפִיכָךְ בָּ הּ כָּ  בָּ
ה זֵרָה — חֻקָּ פָניַ, הִיא גְּ  אֵין מִלְּ

 )יומא אַחֲרֶיהָ לְהַרְהֵר רְשׁותּ לְךָ
 ס"ז(:

 
 
Bamidbar Rabbah 19:8 

(8) … After he left, his students said 
to him: ‘You rebuffed this one with a 
reed. What do you say to us?’ He 

 
 י״ט:ח׳ רבה במדבר

יָּצָא לְאַחַר )ח(...  לוֹ אָמְרוּ שֶׁ
לְמִידָיו, נוּ, תַּ חִית לָזֶה רַבֵּ  דָּ
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said to them: ‘As you live, it is not 
the corpse that impurifies, and it is 
not the water that purifies. Rather, 
the Holy One blessed be He said: I 
instituted a statute, issued a decree; 
you are not permitted to violate My 
decree, as it is written: “This is the 
statute of the Torah…” 

קָנֶה, ה מָה לָנוּ בְּ  אָמַר אוֹמֵר, אַתָּ
ת לאֹ חַיֵּיכֶם, לָהֶם א הַמֵּ  מְטַמֵּ
יִם וְלאֹ  אָמַר אֶלָּא מְטַהֲרִין, הַמַּ

דוֹשׁ רוּךְ הַקָּ ה הוּא בָּ י חֻקָּ  חָקַקְתִּ
זֵרָה י גְּ זַרְתִּ ה אִי גָּ אי אַתָּ  לַעֲברֹ רַשַׁ

זֵרָתִי, עַל כְתִיב: גְּ ת זאֹת דִּ  חֻקַּ
 הַתּוֹרָה...

 
→ What does Torah mean? What does Chok mean? What 
does it mean to be committed to Torah?  
 
Numbers 19:14 

This is the ritual: When a person 
dies in a tent, whoever enters the 
tent and whoever is in the tent shall 
be unclean seven days; 

 
 י״ט:י״ד במדבר

ה זאֹ֚ת ם הַתּוֹרָ֔ י־יָמו֣תּ אָדָ֖ אהֶֹ֑ל כִּֽ  בְּ
א֤ ל־הַבָּ ֙ כׇּ ר֣ אֶל־הָאהֶֹ֙ל  וְכׇל־אֲשֶׁ

הֶל אֹ֔ בְעַת֥ יִטְמָ֖א בָּ ים׃ שִׁ  יָמִֽ
 
→ Alternate Translations: 
Shocken/Everett Fox: “This is the Instruction…” 
Metsuda: “This is the law [regarding] …” 
 

Berakhot 63b:14 

This is in accordance with the 
opinion of Reish Lakish, as Reish 
Lakish said: From where is it 
derived that matters of Torah are 
only retained by one who kills 
himself over it? As it is stated: 
“This is the Torah: When one dies 
in a tent” (Numbers 19:14); true 
Torah study demands the total 
devotion of one who is willing to 
dedicate his life in the tent of Torah. 

 ב:י״ד ס״ג ברכות
דְאָמַר אָמַר לָקִישׁ, רֵישׁ כִּ  רֵישׁ דְּ
אֵין מִנּיִַן לָקִישׁ: בְרֵי שֶׁ  תוֹרָה דִּ

ימִין א מִתְקַיְּ מִי אֶלָּ מִית בְּ מֵּ  שֶׁ
נּאֱֶמַר: — עָלֶיהָ עַצְמוֹ  ״זאֹת שֶׁ

י אָדָם הַתּוֹרָה אהֶֹל״. יָמותּ כִּ  בְּ
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vs. 
 
Leviticus 18:5 

You shall keep My laws and My 
rules, by the pursuit of which man 
shall live: I am the LORD. 

 
 י״ח:ה׳ ויקרא

ם֤ מַרְתֶּ ֙ ושְּׁ  אֶת־חֻקֹּתַי
י טַ֔ פָּ ר֨ וְאֶת־מִשְׁ ה֥ אֲשֶׁ  אתָֹם֛ יַעֲשֶׂ

ם הֶם֑ וָחַי֣ הָאָדָ֖  }ס{ ה׳׃ אֲנִי֖ בָּ
 
→ What do you think of these two ideas in contrast?  Which is 
correct? What speaks to you more? 
 

 
 

1.​ Ephraim Zalman Margolioth = Polish/Galicia late 18th-early 20th 
Century 

2.​ Meir Shapiro of Lublin = late 19th/early 20th Century Poland. 
Served in Parliment, Started Daf Yomi cycle, opened Yeshivat 
Chochmei Lublin. 
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