
This article is (part 1) of the summary of Christian Hackenberg’s 2013 Season. I have taken the 
time to chart every Christian Hackenberg pass of his Freshman Season using Adjusted 
Accuracy Charts, make videos of each game showing nothing but his passes/runs, and 
recapped every game. I hope you enjoy.  
 
Arriving on campus just a few months before the start of the 2013 College Football Season, it 
was unknown if 5 star Recruit Christian Hackenberg would start immediately or have to wait 
behind incoming JuCO QB, Tyler Ferguson. Hackenberg was at an immediate disadvantage as 
he arrived on campus without the privilege of being an “early enrollee” which would have 
allowed him to arrive to the team in the beginning of 2013; Ferguson, who arrived in January, 
had quite the jump on Hackenberg, as he went through camp and weight training already. The 
two were in a competition for the job in the summer, but the touted Freshman had quickly 
received huge expectations based on his recruiting status, and potential to play early on. As 
time went on, Coach Bill O’brien’s hand was forced, he caved and decided to start Hackenberg 
over Ferguson for the August 31st game against Syracuse.  
 
 
Week 1 vs Syracuse: Game Link (PLEASE PASTE AS EMBEDDED FILE)  
 

>20 Yards 1 1 1 0 0 0 

10-20 Yards 0 1 1 0 1 1 

0-10 Yards 1 2 1 1 10 1 

LOS or < 5 0 0 0 2 0 

                          L          M         R 
 
Adjusted Stats - 23/30. 2 TDs, 2 INTs. 8/12 (75%) to Left, ¾ (75%) to Middle, 13/15 (87 %) to 
right. 1 TD to Left at >20 Yards, 1 TD to Middle at >20 Yards. 1 INT to Right at 10-20 Yards, 1 
INT to Right at 0-10 Yards.  
 
Game Review: “Strong arm, he’s accurate, he’s athletic, he’s got all the tools, the question is: 
Can he do it as a Freshman? This is not an easy offense, that Bill O’brien has”. These were the 
words spoken by the announcers as the talented Freshman trotted onto the field for his first 
collegiate game.  
 
To begin the game, the gameplan for the offense was as expected; not to much was placed on 
Hackenberg’s shoulders, and he wasn’t asked to play outside of himself. They started the game 
with a healthy dose of running plays to help him out to begin. Through the 1st Quarter of the 
game, no pass traveled in the air more than 8 Yards, allowing Hack to get his confidence up; he 
started out 6-6 through the air. From the onset you could tell this was his team. O’brien put in 
Tyler Ferguson for a possession and you could see that he wasn’t bringing what the 5 Star 
Freshman was. Moving into the 2nd Quarter, Hackenberg grew more confident, showed good 
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escapability and moved around and run some. As his confidence was on the rise, there came a 
Freshman mistake; with PSU moving down the field, the call was a Play-Action pass to Kyle 
Carter on a “Seam” Route…..Hackenberg eyed up his first read, threw without looking off the 
defense, and the ball was jumped and intercepted. After this mishap the offensive plays went 
right back to the quick-hit, short passing game we saw in the first half. Halftime hits, and we 
hear that Allen Robinson (who sat the 1st half for undisclosed reasons) would play in the 2nd 
half.  
The 3rd Quarter begins, and the Hackenberg-Robinson connection gets an early start. On their 
first pass, Hackenberg throws a screen to ARob, which Robinson wrecking-balls down the field 
for a huge gain. The next throw is a Stop-and-go to Robinson, where Hackenberg pumps, then 
hits Robinson down the field (albeit not in stride) and it goes for a PSU Touchdown. As we 
would see for the rest of the game, Allen Robinson’s presence instantly took Hackenberg to the 
next level. The coaches allowed for more downfield passing, Hack moved in the pocket better, 
had better body language...the whole bag. This comes with some not-so-good too. Hackenberg 
became slightly dependant on Robinson, and when he wasn’t there for him, he appeared 
flustered on occasion. With that being said, Robinson presence on the field leaves other guys 
with better opportunities...with better opportunities you get beautiful things like this. (below)  
 
(EMBEDDED VIDEO) 
http://draftbreakdown.com/video-embed/?clip=249748&start=422&end=432  
 
Overall - For a First start, this was a pretty great overall game. Sure it wasn’t as outstanding as 
Jameis Winston’s near perfect game vs Pittsburgh just a few days later, but it was stellar for an 
18 year old’s first game. The traits shown in game 1 by Hackenberg truly showed what a special 
talent he was. Everybody knew about the arm, but a lot of guys have the arm. The Star from 
Fork Union showcased terrific footwork, poise, mechanics, decision making (for the most part), 
eye level and leadership that most guys don’t have that early on. Week 1 vs Syracuse was a 
Victory for Penn State and it was most certainly a step in the right direction for the young Nittany 
Lion.   
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